
Wild Horse Annie And The Last Of The
Mustangs

Wild Horse Annie, also known as Velma Bronn Johnston, was a fierce advocate
for the protection of wild mustangs in the United States. Her relentless efforts to
save these beautiful creatures from being hunted and slaughtered sparked a
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nationwide movement that led to the passing of the Wild Free-Roaming Horses
and Burros Act of 1971.

The Plight of the Mustangs

Before the establishment of this groundbreaking legislation, wild mustangs were
at risk of extinction. Rapid urbanization, industrial development, and the
expansion of cattle ranching caused their natural habitats to shrink significantly.
Furthermore, they were often seen as a threat to the range and resources
needed by livestock.
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Wild Horse Annie couldn't bear to see these magnificent creatures vanish from
the American landscape. As a child, she was captivated by the beauty and grace
of mustangs, and that admiration stayed with her throughout her life. She
recognized the urgent need for action and dedicated herself to their cause.

The Birth of a Movement

In the early 1950s, Wild Horse Annie began her campaign by writing letters and
articles to raise awareness about the plight of wild mustangs. She urged

FREE

https://pdf-book-vault.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImVMWnFzXC9HamhkaGN1XC9zTEJ1ZmpwTWRnaW02WGlHY0YwbVpBaEpmQWltZFFrUUFTVFRneVR1c2VcL291dFJnVVBZcERRbkJ1dk9wVWtEcHVOamwwVzNxb3NhcmhKeVdKc3g3bGUxSXBrMDFmckRJYjlsQVpyTk1nbWtJMG1keTR4S2Rvd3dJelJZMFlRdFhnN3R1WVJtdzhkWmphYzJyRjcycGNrYmRqRlRKZFFOTllMVVljRlR3b0dXTnJHMDRHcGFYbUxEOHl3azBRZXl0bVwvZDQ1RUxBPT0iLCJpdiI6IjYyNzEwMDA0NWU5ZTgzZDBkOWZkOWY3NjY3MjBlOTA4IiwicyI6ImFmY2ViOGMxMGU4ODFiNjUifQ%3D%3D
https://pdf-book-vault.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvMEd2eEpqMCt5akV4UlFxajJ3MnBuRWdpTTRBRXhpOUQ5dzQ1QkdvVUQyV1pwMnE2SE1PcHVBQ2V0OUh2cDN3MFNTbVo5YURSU1Y1ZlFjVWFIdG5XWWFBcWJrK2xDcHpjeURIMlNQb0VUSnBHSlF4aDkxUnptSmloQ3ROUE92M1ZFMTM1SFVLOWNicHNGWm9UcEJnYkQzTitEcDlvQ2pLckZ2dVloQmNhZG1iK1wvdHFvaUJuN2l3cFN1VlV4aFgzN2ZobDdzTnNQNGJEN3ErSXI2U1owUT09IiwiaXYiOiIyOWMyYTE5ODdhZjYxZTAzZmIwMTUwZWYxNDRlOWQ4YSIsInMiOiJjNDJhZTJkZThkMTU0NGY1In0%3D
https://pdf-book-vault.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InhPd0puajg4NENMVVRUbHJKNDJhN0ZpbUlvWmlkeEgwbmk4RFZ6Z1IrdE4yS3l4SHM4NkxCWE9FcVwvXC8zbkdQNEF0NHVUZDBxblArNHB6NUhsM09cL3hsSDYyaGRsNWUwcW5hZ3lWSnBnazZpVDZ0MmdrYXc2VDR4ZnlENFhxMzkyeVN6NXBWXC85dEJzTzJsU2pLSEk2eVYyN1dVRlV4cVVtT2UzVzlTM0tnK1N1TDZGRDVqQ3BDZ3l0NmFBNzlhQnZZTnZhb051ak1lTmROYTdBXC9wMU9jZz09IiwiaXYiOiI1MWMyNDE5MzQxMDBhMzM0ODhjZjk3NGQ1YjY3M2NhZCIsInMiOiI5MTQ4YmUxNDIyYTY0MzNkIn0%3D


individuals to support legislation that would protect them from being hunted down
and sold for slaughter.

Her powerful words resonated with people, and soon she gained a group of loyal
followers who shared her passion for these majestic animals. Together, they
formed the International Society for the Protection of Mustangs and Burros
(ISPMB). Through the ISPMB, Annie organized protests, lobbied politicians, and
tirelessly fought for the rights of wild horses.

A Champion for the Voiceless

Annie's dedication didn't go unnoticed. She caught the attention of lawmakers,
journalists, and the public, who were inspired by her determination. Her
pressuring forced the government to recognize the importance of preserving the
remaining wild horse populations.

In 1971, the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act was signed into law by
President Richard Nixon. This landmark legislation provided protection to wild
horses and burros on millions of acres of public land, guaranteeing them a future
in their natural habitats.

The Last of the Mustangs

Wild Horse Annie played a pivotal role in saving the American mustang, but the
work is far from over. Today, these incredible creatures still face many challenges,
including habitat loss, roundups, and overpopulation.

The remaining wild horse herds in the United States represent a living symbol of
freedom, resilience, and the untamed spirit of the West. It is up to us to continue
to protect and preserve their habitat and ensure their survival for future
generations.



Inspired by Wild Horse Annie

Wild Horse Annie's legacy lives on as a reminder that a single passionate
individual can make a difference. Her unwavering dedication to the cause of
preserving wild mustangs serves as an inspiration for animal advocates around
the world.

As we reflect on her incredible achievements, let us remember that every action
we take, no matter how small, can contribute to the conservation and protection
of our planet's precious wildlife.
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The true story of the intrepid woman whose life-long determination to protect
America’s mustangs captured the heart of the country.

In 1950, Velma Johnston was a thirty-eight-year-old secretary enroute to work
near Reno, Nevada, when she came upon a truck of battered wild horses that
had been rounded up and were to be slaughtered for pet food. Shocked and
angered by this gruesome discovery, she vowed to find a way to stop the cruel
round-ups, a resolution that led to a life-long battle that would pit her against
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ranchers and powerful politicians—but eventually win her support and admiration
around the world. This is the first biography to tell her courageous true story.

Like Dian Fossey, Jane Goodall, or Temple Grandin, Velma Johnston dedicated
her life to public awareness and protection of animals. Wild Horse Annieand the
Last of the Mustangs follows Velma from her childhood, in which she was
disfigured by polio, to her dangerous vigilante-style missions to free captured
horses and document round-ups, through the innovative and exhaustive
grassroots campaign which earned her the nickname “Wild Horse Annie” and led
to Congress passing the “Wild Horse Annie Bill,” to her friendship with renowned
children’s author and horse-lover Marguerite Henry.

A powerful combination of adventure, history, and biography, Wild Horse Annie
and the Last of the Mustangs beautifully captures the romance and magic of wild
horses and the character of the strong-willed woman who made their survival her
legacy.
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