
What Your First Grader Needs To Know
Revised And Updated
As a parent, one of the key responsibilities we have is to ensure our children are
receiving a quality education. The early years of their schooling are crucial in
laying a strong foundation for their future academic success. Therefore, being
aware of what your first-grader needs to know is of utmost importance.

In this article, we will delve into the revised and updated version of the curriculum
for first-graders, providing you with insights on what your child should be learning
and how you can support their educational journey.

The Importance of the Revised and Updated Curriculum

Education is an ever-evolving field, with new research and insights continually
shaping how we teach and what we prioritize in the curriculum. The revised and
updated version of the first-grade curriculum takes into account the latest
educational practices and ensures that children are equipped with the necessary
skills and knowledge to succeed in today's fast-paced world.
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By understanding the changes made and aligning our support with the updated
curriculum, parents can play a vital role in their child's education.

The Core Subjects: Reading, Writing, and Mathematics

Reading

Reading is a fundamental skill that lays the foundation for all aspects of learning.
To promote reading comprehension, first-graders will engage in activities that
enhance their phonemic awareness, phonics skills, and vocabulary development.
They will learn how to decode words and interpret texts.

As a parent, you can encourage reading at home by providing a variety of books
that match your child's reading level. Engaging in conversations about the stories
and characters can deepen their understanding and foster a love for reading.

Writing

Developing writing skills is crucial for effective communication. First-graders will
learn how to form letters correctly, write simple words and sentences, and
express their thoughts through written language.

You can support your child's writing journey by providing opportunities for them to
practice their skills. Encourage them to write letters, keep a journal, or create
short stories. Celebrate their progress, no matter how small, to boost their
confidence and motivation.

Mathematics
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The revised mathematics curriculum for first-graders emphasizes building a
strong number sense, understanding basic mathematical operations, and
problem-solving abilities. Children will be introduced to concepts such as addition,
subtraction, shapes, patterns, and measurements.

To reinforce mathematical skills at home, engage your child in everyday activities
involving numbers and shapes. Counting objects, measuring ingredients while
cooking, or playing math-related games can make learning enjoyable and
practical.

Other Key Areas of Focus

Science

A revised science curriculum encourages first-graders to explore their natural
surroundings, develop scientific thinking, and spark curiosity. They will engage in
hands-on activities to learn about plants, animals, weather, and simple scientific
experiments.

As a parent, you can nurture their curiosity by planning family outings to parks,
zoos, and science museums. Encourage them to ask questions, make
observations, and engage in simple science experiments at home.

Social Studies

Social studies aim to help first-graders understand their place in the world and
develop an appreciation for diversity and cultural differences. They will explore
concepts related to community, geography, history, and important figures.

You can support their social studies learning by exposing them to different
cultures through books, documentaries, and activities. Discuss customs,
traditions, and historical events to broaden their worldview.



Arts and Physical Education

The revised curriculum recognizes the importance of arts and physical education
in a child's overall development. First-graders will have opportunities to explore
various art forms, engage in creative activities, and develop physical coordination
and fitness through physical education classes.

Encourage their artistic expression by providing art supplies and letting them
explore different mediums. Additionally, engage in physical activities together as a
family and create a fun environment that promotes an active lifestyle.

Understanding what your first-grader needs to know in the revised and updated
curriculum is essential for their educational success. By familiarizing yourself with
the core subjects and other key areas of focus, you can actively support their
learning journey.

Remember, your involvement at home, through providing a nurturing
environment, engaging in conversations, and participating in relevant activities,
significantly impacts your child's overall educational experience. Together, let's
ensure our children have the best foundation for a bright future!
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Give your child a smart start with the revised and updatedWhat Your First Grader
Needs to Know
 
What will your child be expected to learn in the first grade? How can you help him
or her at home? How can teachers foster active, successful learning in the
classroom? This book answers these all-important questions and more, offering
the specific shared knowledge that hundreds of parents and teachers across the
nation have agreed upon for American first graders. Featuring a new , filled with
opportunities for reading aloud and fostering discussion, this first-grade volume of
the acclaimed Core Knowledge Series presents the sort of knowledge and skills
that should be at the core of a challenging first-grade education. Inside you’ll
discover
 
• Favorite poems—old and new, such as “The Owl and the Pussycat,” “Wynken,
Blynken, and Nod,” and “Thirty Days Hath September”
• Beloved stories—from many times and lands, including a selection of Aesop’s
fables, “Hansel and Gretel,” “All Stories Are Anansi’s,” “The Tale of Peter Rabbit,”
and more
• Familiar sayings and phrases—such as “Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you” and “Practice makes perfect”
• World and American history and geography—take a trip down the Nile with King
Tut and learn about the early days of our country, including the story of
Jamestown, the Pilgrims, and the American Revolution
• Visual arts—fun activities plus reproductions of masterworks by Leonardo da
Vinci, Vincent van Gogh, Paul Cézanne, Georgia O’Keeffe, and others
• Music—engaging s to great composers and music, including classical music,
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opera, and jazz, as well as a selection of favorite children’s songs
• Math—a variety of activities to help your child learn to count, add and subtract,
solve problems, recognize geometrical shapes and patterns, and learn about
telling time
• Science—interesting discussions of living things and their habitats, the human
body, the states of matter,  electricity, our solar system, and what’s inside the
earth, plus stories of famous scientists such as Thomas Edison and Louis
Pasteur
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