Verdigris: The Metal Bane That Defies
Ordinary Rust

Imagine a world where metal objects are doomed to fade away, corroded by the
unforgiving hands of time. Rust, the notorious enemy of metals, eats away at their
surfaces, causing them to deteriorate and lose their integrity. However, amidst
this bleak scenario, there exists a peculiar phenomenon called Verdigris — the

metal bane that defies ordinary rust.

Verdigris, often characterized by its distinct blue-green coloration, is a patina that
forms on copper, brass, or bronze surfaces due to oxidation or exposure to
elements such as moisture, salt, or acids. While traditional rust poses a threat to
iron and steel, Verdigris targets a different set of metals, creating a unique

aesthetic appeal that has captivated artists and architects throughout history.

The Mesmerizing Origins of Verdigris

Dating back to ancient times, Verdigris has held a significant place in art and
cultural practices. Its name is derived from the Old French word "vert-de-gris,"
meaning "green of Greece." This connection to Greece stems from the metal
corrosion found on ancient bronze statues, such as the famous Statue of Zeus at

Olympia.
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Verdigris forms through a process known as patination, which involves the
interaction between metal surfaces and environmental factors. When copper,
brass, or bronze reacts with oxygen and other substances present in the air, a
chemical reaction occurs, resulting in the formation of layers of various

compounds on the metal's surface.

Initially, copper creates a dull brown or reddish-brown oxide layer, which is known
as copper oxide. Over time, this layer gradually transforms into a more vibrant,
blue-green compound known as basic copper carbonate. The presence of
moisture, salt, and acids accelerates this transformation, eventually giving birth to

the breathtaking appearance of Verdigris.

The Allure of Verdigris in Art and Architecture

Verdigris has captivated artists and architects for centuries due to its distinct
beauty and unique properties. With its striking blue-green hue, it adds an
exquisite touch to various mediums, including sculptures, paintings, and

architectural elements.
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Renaissance artists heavily employed Verdigris on statues, reliefs, and domes,
using it to highlight details, create depth, and evoke harmony with natural
surroundings. One of the prime examples is Ghiberti's "Gates of Paradise" in
Florence, Italy, where Verdigris contributes to the overall magnificence of the

artwork.

Architects, too, have embraced Verdigris as a crucial element in building design.
Its ability to withstand rust and its unique aesthetic qualities make it an ideal
choice for exterior applications. The Statue of Liberty, an iconic symbol of
freedom, is clad in copper sheets that have gracefully turned into Verdigris,

enhancing its allure and structurally protecting the monument for over a century.

Preserving and Promoting Verdigris

While Verdigris is admired for its charm, it also poses challenges when it comes
to preserving and restoring metal objects. The process of removing Verdigris
requires delicacy and expertise to ensure the artwork or architectural element

remains unharmed.

Renowned conservationists and experts suggest employing methods such as
gentle abrasion, mechanical cleaning, or using mild chemical solutions to remove
excessive oxidation layers without damaging the underlying metal. Following the
removal, applying a protective layer, often consisting of wax or special coatings,

helps prevent future oxidation and ensures the longevity of the treated object.

Despite the measures taken to remove Verdigris, many believe that its presence
can enhance the historical and aesthetic value of the objects it adorns.
Consequently, certain conservationists advocate for minimal intervention,

allowing the patina to evolve naturally and tell its story over time.

Verdigris: The Metal Bane that Inspires



Verdigris serves as a testament to the transformative power of natural processes.
It exemplifies the beauty that can arise from unexpected reactions, reminding us
of the significance of embracing imperfections and embracing the passage of

time.

From ancient statues to modern architectural marvels, the allure of Verdigris
continues to captivate the world. Its ability to defy ordinary rust and create visually
stunning surfaces has cemented its place in the realm of art and culture. As we
appreciate the mesmerizing effects of Verdigris, let us also cherish the stories it

carries and the inspiration it instills.
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Nothing could have prepared Raven for the deadly machinations that ruled life in
the Polis.

When Raven was chosen Silver, moving to the Polis and having her name
changed to Chloe was only the beginning of her new life. When she joins the

Institute of Media to work hand in hand with the Golds, Chloe discovers secrets
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that she could have never imagined when she lived among the Bronze. Secrets

that will shake the very pillars of society to their foundations.

Arrow, Chloe’s twin, enters the Silver class as Hero to become a Guardian.
Seeking only to become a protector, he soon finds himself in an unfamiliar world

of political backbiting and violence that he never expected.

When Chloe discovers that a group of students from the Media Institute have
been kidnapped, Hero and Chloe must decide whether to continue to believe the
lies that put others at risk or to defend the helpless and stand against the most

powerful class in Remartia. To risk everything they’ve ever known.
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