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Portuguese 101

Basic Phrases and Pronunciation

By Hugo Sousa Pinto

Are you ready to dive into the world of Portuguese? Whether you're planning a
trip to beautiful Portugal, want to impress your Portuguese-speaking friends, or
simply have a passion for languages, learning some basic Portuguese phrases

can go a long way.
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The Joy of Learning Portuguese

Portuguese, with over 260 million speakers worldwide, is not only the sixth most
spoken language in the world, but also one of the most beautiful. It is the official
language of Portugal, Brazil, Mozambique, Angola, and several other countries.
The lyrical nature of the language, rich cultural heritage, and the warm and

friendly people make Portuguese truly enchanting.
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Unlocking the secrets of Portuguese begins with the basics. In this
comprehensive guide, we will cover 101 essential Portuguese phrases and

pronunciation tips that will help you kickstart your language learning journey.

Basic Phrases for Everyday Conversations

Let's start with some fundamental Portuguese phrases that will come in handy

during your everyday interactions:

1. Ola (oh-lah) - Hello
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A friendly greeting that is used in any context to say hello.

2. Como esta? (koh-moh ehs-tah) - How are you?

A common phrase used to ask someone about their well-being.

3. Obrigado(a) (oh-bree-gah-doh/dah) - Thank you

A polite way to express gratitude. Use "obrigado" if you are male and "obrigada" if
you are female.
4. Por favor (por fah-vor) - Please

A polite way to request something or ask for assistance.

5. Desculpe (dehs-kool-pee) - Excuse me

Use this phrase to get someone's attention or apologize.

These are just a few examples of essential phrases you'll need to navigate your
way through daily conversations in Portuguese. Try practicing them with native
speakers or through language learning apps to improve your fluency.
Mastering Portuguese Pronunciation

Having a good grasp of Portuguese pronunciation is key to being understood.
Here are some pronunciation tips to help you sound more like a native speaker:
1. Nasal Sounds

Unlike many other languages, Portuguese has several nasal sounds represented
by letters like "a" and "0". These sounds require you to pronounce through your
nose. Practice words like "manh&" (mahn-yah) meaning morning, and "pao"

(poun) meaning bread, to perfect your nasal pronunciation.



2. "R" Sound

The Portuguese "r" is pronounced more like the Spanish rolled "r." Try saying
words like "carro" (kah-roh) meaning car, and "porta" (pohr-tah) meaning door, to

practice your "r" sound.

3. "S" and "LH" Sounds

In Portuguese, the letter "s" can sound like "s" or "sh" depending on its position,
while "lIh" sounds like a soft "li" sound. Practice saying words like "sol" (soul)

meaning sun, and "alho" (ahl-yoo) meaning garlic, to perfect these sounds.

4. Stress on Words

Portuguese has a rhythmic stress pattern where different syllables in words are
stressed. Practice the stress on words like "papagaios" (pah-pah-guy-oosh)
meaning parrots, and "bonito" (boh-nee-too) meaning beautiful, to improve your

pronunciation.

Remember, practice makes perfect! Try recording yourself, listening to native
speakers, and practicing with language exchange partners to refine your

pronunciation skills.

Learning Portuguese is an incredibly rewarding and enriching experience,
allowing you to connect with people from different cultures and opens doors to
new opportunities. By mastering the basic phrases and pronunciation tips shared
in this guide, you'll be well on your way to becoming a confident Portuguese

speaker.

So why wait? Start your Portuguese language learning journey today and

immerse yourself in the delightful world of Portuguese!
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Portuguese is a Romance language spoken by over 200 million native speakers
in Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, East Timor, Guinea Bissau, Macao Special
Administrative Region of China, Mozambique, Portugal, and Sdo Tomé and
Principe.Portuguese is one of the few languages spoken in such widely-
distributed parts of the world, and is the fifth or sixth most-spoken first language
in the world. Because Brazil, with 184 million inhabitants, constitutes about 51%
of South America's population, Portuguese is the most widely spoken language in

South America and it is also one of the key languages in Africa.

Although Portuguese looks very intimidating and difficult to learn, with similarities
to Spanish, but a distinct pronunciation pattern of nasal sounds and dipthongs,
once the basic rules have been learned, pronunciation is fairly straightforward.
This guide will give you the basics you need to start your studies, take a vacation,

and open up some new horizons in your life!
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Wellington's Incredible Military and Political
Journey: A Legacy That Resonates

When it comes to military and political history, few figures have left a
mark as profound and influential as Arthur Wellesley, Duke of Wellington.
Born on May 1, 1769, in...

10 Mind-Blowing Events That Take Place In
Space

Welcome to the fascinating world of outer space, where unimaginable
events unfold and capture our wildest imagination. From breathtaking
supernovas to...

The Astonishing Beauty of Lanes Alexandra
Kui: Exploring the Enigmatic World of an
Extraordinary Artist

When it comes to capturing the essence of beauty and emotion through
art, few artists can match the extraordinary talent of Lanes Alexandra Kui.
With her unique style,...

Unlock the Secrets of Riding with a Twist Of
The Wrist

Are you a motorcycle enthusiast? Do you dream of being able to ride with
skill, precision, and confidence? Look no further, as we are about to
reveal the key...
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The Ultimate Guide to An Epic Adventure: Our
Enchanting Journey to the Jubilee

Are you ready for a truly mesmerizing and unforgettable experience?
Join us on a journey like no other as we take you through our thrilling trip
to the Jubilee, an...

The Last Great Revolution: A Transformation
That Shaped the Future

Throughout history, numerous revolutions have rocked the world, altering
the course of societies and leaving an indelible mark on humanity. From
the American Revolution to the...

The Cinder Eyed Cats: Uncovering the
Mysteries of Eric Rohmann's Enchanting World

Have you ever come across a book that takes you on a magical journey,
leaving you spellbound with its captivating illustrations and intriguing
storyline? Well, look no...

Discover the Ultimate Spiritual Solution to
Human Degeneration and Renew the World
from Evil!

In today's fast-paced, modern world, it seems that human degeneration
and the presence of evil continue to spread, wreaking havoc on our
mental, emotional, and...
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