
Three Years In The Far Pacific With
Courageous Tribe And Vanishing Way Of Life
Have you ever wondered what life is like in remote parts of the Far Pacific? Far
away from the hustle and bustle of modern society, there lies a tribe that has
managed to survive and thrive for centuries, despite the challenges they face.
Over the course of three years, I had the unbelievable opportunity to live among
this tribe and document their way of life, witnessing both their courage and the
heartbreaking reality of a vanishing way of life.

The journey began when I set foot on a small island in the middle of the Pacific
Ocean. The island was home to a tribe known as the Kanji, a group of incredibly
resilient and resourceful individuals. With my camera in hand, I was ready to
capture their stories, their traditions, and their unwavering spirit.

The Kanji Tribe: A Glimpse into a Courageous Way of Life

The Kanji Tribe, nestled in a remote corner of the Far Pacific, was a community
like no other. Despite their limited resources and isolation, their strong communal
bond and ingenious survival techniques ensured their existence for generations.
Through my observations and interactions, I discovered that their courage lay in
their ability to adapt and face the numerous challenges that came their way.
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The Kanji people relied heavily on fishing, using traditional handcrafted canoes to
venture out into the vast ocean. With astonishing precision, they would return with
an abundance of seafood to sustain their village. Witnessing their resilience and
skill was truly inspiring; they navigated treacherous waters fearlessly, securing
not only their survival but also their cultural heritage.

A significant part of the Kanji way of life revolved around communal rituals and
ceremonies. Every milestone was celebrated, whether it was the birth of a child or
the initiation of a young warrior. Their rituals were deeply rooted in their belief
system and provided a sense of unity and purpose. These ceremonies were
marked by dances, songs, and elaborate adornments, showcasing their unique
cultural identity.

In spending time with the Kanji Tribe and immersing myself in their culture, I
gained a newfound appreciation for the value of community, self-sufficiency, and
the importance of preserving traditions and heritage.

The Vanishing Way of Life: A Harrowing Reality

While the Kanji Tribe showcased tremendous resilience, their way of life was
under grave threat. The rapid changes brought about by modernization and
external influences had begun to erode the foundations of their unique culture.

Through conversations with the Kanji elders, I learned about the challenges they
faced. Encroaching development, climate change, and the allure of modern
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conveniences were slowly but surely erasing their traditional practices. The
younger generation, influenced by the outside world, was starting to abandon
their cultural roots, opting for a more Westernized way of life.

Witnessing this gradual disappearance of their way of life was heart-wrenching. I
realized that I had an important responsibility to share their story and raise
awareness about their struggle to preserve their identity. Their customs, their
language, and their deep connection to the land were all at risk of being forgotten.

Preserving a Legacy: Voices from the Far Pacific

As I concluded my three-year journey with the Kanji Tribe, I felt a deep sense of
gratitude for the incredible experiences and lessons they had shared with me. I
knew that it was my duty to give their story a voice and shed light on their plight.

Through the power of photography and storytelling, I embarked on a mission to
raise awareness and support for the Kanji Tribe. Articles and exhibitions featuring
my photographs and personal anecdotes allowed people from all over the world
to catch a glimpse of their struggles and their remarkable way of life. The
response was overwhelming, with individuals and organizations coming forward
to offer assistance and collaboration.

Efforts to preserve the Kanji culture are now underway. Initiatives include
sustainable tourism, educational programs, and empowering the tribe to take
control of their narrative. Slowly but surely, the Kanji Tribe is regaining confidence
and hope for a future where their traditional values coexist with modern progress.

An Experience of a Lifetime

My three years in the Far Pacific with the Kanji Tribe opened my eyes to the
power of human resilience, the importance of cultural preservation, and the



urgent need for global awareness and action. Their story serves as a reminder
that there are still hidden pockets of the world where ancient ways of life persist
against all odds.

It is my hope that by sharing their story, we can inspire others to appreciate and
safeguard the diversity of human culture. Together, we can ensure that the
courageous tribe I encountered in the Far Pacific continues to thrive, passing
down their invaluable legacy to future generations.
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In this "immersive, densely reported, and altogether remarkable first book [with]
the texture and color of a first-rate novel" (New York Times),journalist Doug Bock
Clark tells the epic story of the world's last subsistence whalers and the threats
posed to a tribe on the brink.

A New York Times Notable Book 
A New York Times Editors' Choice
Winner of Lowell Thomas Travel Book Award Silver Medal
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Finalist for William Saroyan International Writing Prize
Longlisted for Mountbatten Award for Best BookTelegraph Best Travel Books of
the Year
Hampshire Gazette Best Books of 2019

One of the favorite books of Yuval Noah Harari, author of the classic
bestseller Sapiens, "on the subject of humanity's place in the world." (via Airmail)

On a volcanic island in the Savu Sea so remote that other Indonesians call it "The
Land Left Behind" live the Lamalerans: a tribe of 1,500 hunter-gatherers who are
the world's last subsistence whalers. They have survived for half a millennium by
hunting whales with bamboo harpoons and handmade wooden boats powered by
sails of woven palm fronds. But now, under assault from the rapacious forces of
the modern era and a global economy, their way of life teeters on the brink of
collapse.

Award-winning journalist Doug Bock Clark, one of a handful of Westerners who
speak the Lamaleran language, lived with the tribe across three years, and he
brings their world and their people to vivid life in this gripping story of a vanishing
culture. Jon, an orphaned apprentice whaler, toils to earn his harpoon and
provide for his ailing grandparents, while Ika, his indomitable younger sister, is
eager to forge a life unconstrained by tradition, and to realize a star-crossed love.
Frans, an aging shaman, tries to unite the tribe in order to undo a deadly curse.
And Ignatius, a legendary harpooner entering retirement, labors to hand down the
Ways of the Ancestors to his son, Ben, who would secretly rather become a DJ in
the distant tourist mecca of Bali.

Deeply empathetic and richly reported, The Last Whalers is a riveting, powerful
chronicle of the collision between one of the planet's dwindling indigenous



peoples and the irresistible enticements and upheavals of a rapidly transforming
world.
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