
The War Of 1812 Illustrated: An Epic Journey
through Eric Farrington's Masterpiece
Eric Farrington, a renowned artist and historian, takes us on a captivating journey
through the War of 1812 with his masterpiece - a collection of illustrations that
bring this significant event in American history to life. With striking visuals and
meticulous attention to detail, Farrington's illustrations not only depict the battles
and key figures of the war but also offer a unique perspective on the entire
conflict.

The Forgotten War Reimagined

The War of 1812 is often overshadowed by the Revolution and the Civil War,
resulting in its label as the "forgotten war." However, Farrington's illustrations help
illuminate this significant conflict and highlight its historical importance. Through
his artwork, we gain a deeper understanding of the motivations, struggles, and
triumphs of those involved.

Farrington's commitment to historical accuracy is evident in every stroke of his
brush. From the uniforms worn by soldiers to the landscapes that serve as the
backdrop for battles, his attention to detail is impeccable. As we delve into each
illustration, we find ourselves transported to the early 19th century, watching
history unfold before our eyes.
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Exploring Battlefields Through Art

One of the most remarkable aspects of Farrington's work is his ability to capture
the intensity and chaos of the battlefield. From the iconic Battle of New Orleans to
the naval encounters on the Great Lakes, each illustration portrays the sheer
brutality and sacrifice witnessed during the war.

Through intense research and consultation with historians, Farrington has
breathed life into long-forgotten battles, allowing us to witness the strategic
maneuvers and bravery of both American and British forces. His attention to
detail extends beyond the main action, as he skillfully depicts the role played by
Native American tribes, African American soldiers, and Canadian militias.

While the written accounts of the War of 1812 can feel distant and detached,
Farrington's illustrations offer a visceral and emotional connection to the events.
The viewer is not just a passive observer but an active participant, invested in
each soldier's struggle and each nation's aspirations.

Portraits of Bravery and Sacrifice
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One of the most striking aspects of Farrington's work is his ability to capture the
human element of war. From portraiture of key figures such as Andrew Jackson
and Tecumseh to the faceless soldiers engaged in battle, each illustration
pulsates with emotion and captures the personal sacrifices made during this
turbulent time.

Through his deep understanding of the individuals involved, Farrington conveys
their hopes, fears, and determination. Each brushstroke emphasizes the power of
humanity amidst the chaos of war, reminding us of the individual stories buried
within historical accounts.

Preservation of American Identity

The War of 1812 played a crucial role in shaping American identity and solidifying
the nation's independence. Through his detailed illustrations, Farrington pays
homage to this critical chapter in American history and commemorates the men
and women who fought for their country.

By revisiting and reimagining this forgotten war, Farrington's art encourages
dialogue and fosters a deeper appreciation for the sacrifices made by previous
generations. Through his illustrations, we are reminded of the resilience and
determination that define the American spirit in the face of adversity.

Eric Farrington's illustrated journey through the War of 1812 is a testament to the
power of art in preserving and disseminating historical knowledge. By combining
meticulous research with artistic talent, Farrington brings to life the forgotten
moments and personalities that shaped America's journey to independence.

Through his illustrations, Farrington reminds us of the importance of
understanding our past, not just as a series of facts and figures but as a narrative
brimming with passion, bravery, and sacrifice. The War of 1812 Illustrated is not



just a collection of art but a gateway to a deeper appreciation of the human
experience during war.
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The offender, says an Italian proverb, never forgives; and it is a singular fact that
the deepest resentments and the most implacable hatreds are not those arising
from a sense of injuries received, but from injuries inflicted. The victim of a
deliberate wrong seldom treasures up a purpose of revenge, or demands
anything more than a restoration of his rights; but the oppressor always hates
those who have escaped from his oppression.
That wise old philosopher, Ben Franklin, who died within seven years after the
acknowledgment of our country as a separate nation in 1783, foresaw, even then,
what did not take place till more than twenty years after his death. He declared
that the war which had just closed in the surrender of Cornwallis was only the war
of Revolution, and that the war of Independence was yet to be fought. When, in
June, 1785, George III. received John Adams as United States Minister at his
court, he said: "I was the last man in the kingdom, Sir, to consent to the
independence of America; but, now it is granted, I shall be the last man in the
world to sanction a violation of it." If the King was sincere in this declaration, he
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must have had—as Lincoln said of himself when President—very little influence
with the Administration; for, almost from the first, there was systematic disregard
of the rights of the new nation, with an evident purpose to humiliate her people
and cripple their commerce.
It was hard for the British Ministry and British commanders to realize that those
whom they had so lately attempted to chastise as rebels, that they might again
tax them as subjects, were now, after their triumph in a long war, and by the
terms of a solemn treaty, entitled to the same privileges on the ocean, and the
same courtesies in diplomacy, that were accorded to the oldest nation of Europe.
They knew as little of the spirit of the American people and the mighty destinies
within the coming century, as of the resources of the vast continent which lay
behind that thin line of civilization along the Atlantic coast...
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