The Untold Story of the Unyielding Strategist:
General George Thomas

General George Thomas, also known as "The Rock of Chickamauga," may not
be a name that instantly comes to mind when discussing American Civil War
heroes. However, his contributions to the Union Army were instrumental in
securing victory for the North. Thomas was a remarkable leader and strategist,

who possessed an unwavering determination that made him truly one of a kind.

Early Life and Military Career

Born on July 31, 1816, in Southampton County, Virginia, George Thomas was the
son of immigrant parents from Wales. He graduated from the United States
Military Academy at West Point in 1840, standing twelfth out of a class of forty-
one. Little did the world know then that this young man would go on to make

history.

Thomas's military career took off during the Mexican-American War, where he
demonstrated exceptional bravery and skill. He received multiple promotions for
his accomplishments and was wounded several times. These experiences further

honed his tactical abilities, providing him with a solid foundation for future
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A Unique Approach to Leadership

One of the defining factors that set General George Thomas apart was his
unwavering commitment to his men. He prioritized their well-being and safety
above all else. This leadership philosophy helped foster a strong sense of loyalty
and devotion among his troops, leading to increased morale and effectiveness on
the battlefield.

Another critical aspect of Thomas's leadership style was his meticulous attention
to planning and preparation. He was known for his careful analysis of the terrain
and enemy positions, ensuring that his strategies were based on accurate

information. This approach enabled him to make informed decisions, even under

immense pressure.

Valor at the Battle of Chickamauga

The Battle of Chickamauga, fought in September 1863, would become a defining
moment in General George Thomas's career. As the Union's Army of the
Cumberland suffered heavy losses and fell into disarray, Thomas stood firm and
singlehandedly held the line against the Confederate forces. His resolve earned

him the moniker "The Rock of Chickamauga."

Thomas's unwavering determination prevented the complete collapse of the
Union Army. His actions bought time for reinforcements to arrive, ultimately
turning the tide of the battle. His strategic brilliance and steadfastness were

instrumental in securing a significant victory for the Union side.
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Legacy and Influence

General George Thomas continued to make significant contributions to the Union
cause throughout the remaining years of the Civil War. His strategic abilities were
showcased in battles such as Missionary Ridge and Nashville, where he played a

pivotal role in securing Union victories.

Following the war, Thomas served as the commander of the Military Division of
the Pacific. Tragically, he died in 1870 due to a sudden stroke, leaving behind a

legacy of exceptional military leadership and unwavering dedication to his troops.

Despite his remarkable achievements, General George Thomas's contributions to
history have often been overshadowed by the more prominent figures of the Civil
War. However, his strategic brilliance, courage in battle, and unwavering

commitment to his men make him a figure worth remembering.

The life of General George Thomas was one of utmost valor and unwavering
commitment. From his early days at West Point to his remarkable leadership
during the Civil War, he left an indelible mark on American military history.
Thomas's unique approach to leadership and his steadfastness on the battlefield

set him apart as one of the greatest military strategists of his time.

Though his name may not be immediately familiar to all, it is essential to
recognize the contributions made by individuals like General George Thomas.
Their sacrifices and achievements shaped the course of history, and their stories

deserve to be shared and remembered.
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In this revelatory, dynamic biography, one of our finest historians, Benson
Bobrick, profiles George H. Thomas, arguing that he was the greatest and most
successful general of the Civil War. Because Thomas didn't live to write his
memoirs, his reputation has been largely shaped by others, most notably Ulysses
S. Grant and William Tecumseh Sherman, two generals with whom Thomas
served and who, Bobrick says, diminished his successes in their favor in their

own memoirs.

Born in Virginia, Thomas survived Nat Turner's rebellion as a boy, then studied at
West Point, where Sherman was a classmate. Thomas distinguished himself in
the Mexican War and then returned to West Point as an instructor. When the Civil
War broke out, Thomas remained loyal to the Union, unlike fellow Virginia-born
officer Robert E. Lee (among others). He compiled an outstanding record as an
officer in battles at Mill Springs, Perryville, and Stones River. At the Battle of
Chickamauga, Thomas, at the time a corps commander, held the center of the
Union line under a ferocious assault, then rallied the troops on Horseshoe Ridge
to prevent a Confederate rout of the Union army. His extraordinary performance

there earned him the nickname "The Rock of Chickamauga."
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Promoted to command of the Army of the Cumberland, he led his army in a
stunning Union victory at the Battle of Chattanooga. Thomas supported Sherman
on his march through Georgia in the spring of 1864, winning an important victory
at the Battle of Peachtree Creek. As Sherman continued on his March to the Sea,
Thomas returned to Tennessee and in the battle of Nashville destroyed the army
of Confederate General John Bell Hood. It was one of the most decisive victories
of the war, and Thomas won it even as Grant was on his way to remove Thomas
from his command. (When Grant discovered the magnitude of Thomas's victory,
he quickly changed his mind.) Thomas died of a stroke in 1870 while still on

active duty. In the entire Civil War, he never lost a battle or a movement.

Throughout his career, Thomas was methodical and careful, and always
prepared. Unlike Grant at Shiloh, he was never surprised by an enemy. Unlike
Sherman, he never panicked in battle but always remained calm and focused. He
was derided by both men as "Slow Trot Thomas," but as Bobrick shows in this
brilliant biography, he was quick to analyze every situation and always knew what
to do and when to do it. He was not colorful like Grant and Sherman, but he was
widely admired by his peers, and some, such as Grant's favorite cavalry
commander, General James H. Wilson, thought Thomas the peer of any general
in either army. He was the only Union commander to destroy two Confederate

armies in the field.

Although historians of the Civil War have always regarded Thomas highly, he has
never captured the public imagination, perhaps because he has lacked an
outstanding biographer -- until now. This informed, judicious, and lucid biography

at last gives Thomas his due.
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