
The Untold Story of a Cityfied Southerner: My
Tale of Living in Rural Minnesota
Living in rural Minnesota as a cityfied southerner was not the life I had envisioned
for myself. Having grown up in the bustling city of Atlanta, the idea of small-town
living seemed foreign and even a bit mundane. Little did I know, my journey
would transform my perspective and open my eyes to the beauty and charm that
exists in the heartland of America.

A Leap of Faith

It all began when a job opportunity beckoned me to a small town called Harmony
in southeastern Minnesota. With apprehension and excitement mingling within
me, I packed up my belongings and embarked on a new chapter of my life.
Driving through the vast landscape of cornfields and open plains, I couldn't help
but wonder if I had made a grave mistake.

As I settled into my quaint Midwestern home, a wave of unfamiliarity washed over
me. The pace of life was slower, the sense of community stronger, and the
vastness of nature overwhelming. It was as if I had entered an entirely different
world, far removed from the hectic streets and towering skyscrapers.
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Unveiling the Rural Charms

However, as I immersed myself in the rhythm of rural life, I began to discover the
layers of beauty that lay beneath the surface. The simplicity and authenticity of
the people I encountered were refreshing. Neighbors brought over freshly baked
pies, greeted each other with warm smiles, and never failed to offer a helping
hand. It was a far cry from the impersonal interactions I had become accustomed
to in the city.

The changing seasons of Minnesota further captivated my senses. The vibrant
hues of red, orange, and gold that emerged during autumn created a breathtaking
tapestry across the landscape. Winter introduced me to frozen lakes and the
enchantment of ice fishing, where families would gather to create lasting
memories amidst the frosty expanse. Spring brought a rebirth of life, with
blooming wildflowers and the return of chirping birds. And summer, oh summer,
was a time of lakeside barbecues, bonfires, and endless laughter with newfound
friends.

Embracing the Midwestern Soul

Beyond the physical beauty, it was the spirit of the community that truly stole my
heart. I witnessed firsthand the Midwestern resolve and determination in the face
of adversity. When a tornado ripped through the town, leaving destruction in its
wake, neighbors rallied together to rebuild homes and heal wounds. Their
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unwavering support for one another spoke volumes about the strength of human
connection.

Embracing my southern roots, I introduced the locals to the wonders of Southern
hospitality. Dinner parties became a regular occurrence, with platters of
homemade biscuits and fried chicken offering a taste of my heritage. The
blending of my southern charm with the Midwestern kindness resulted in
friendships that spanned generations.

The Soul-Reviving Serenity

Living in rural Minnesota shifted my perspective on what it truly means to live a
fulfilling life. In the small town, where the pace of life may be slower, the
opportunities for growth and self-discovery are abundant. I found solace in the
untouched nature that surrounded me, as I spent countless hours hiking through
the woods, kayaking down pristine rivers, and stargazing under clear night skies.
The simplicity of the rural lifestyle allowed me to reconnect with the core of my
being, reminding me of the importance of slowing down and appreciating life's
simplest joys.

A Cityfied Southerner No More

As the years went by, I realized that my initial apprehension about rural living was
unfounded. The exquisite beauty of rural Minnesota and the warm embrace of its
community had transformed me into a true Midwesterner at heart. I had found my
home away from home, a place where the values of community, integrity, and
gratitude are engrained in every aspect of life.

So, if life ever presents you with an opportunity to step outside of your comfort
zone and experience the rural charm of a place like Harmony, Minnesota, I
implore you to take that leap of faith. Embrace the untold stories and hidden



treasures that await, for you might just discover a part of yourself that you didn't
know existed.

My tale of living in rural Minnesota as a cityfied southerner is a testament to the
transformative power of embracing the unknown. It taught me that true beauty
lies not just in the hustle and bustle of city life, but also in the serenity and
authenticity of rural communities. It reminded me that a change of scenery can
shape our perceptions and allow us to grow as individuals. So, step out of your
comfort zone, embark on a new adventure, and be ready to discover a world of
wonders you never knew existed.
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I grew up in rural Florida and wanted something more in life. Wanting to
experience life outside of Florida, I've boomeranged around the country for the
last 14 years and settled in several major cities, but now I'm back to country living
in Central Minnesota. This is my comedic perspective about what I've
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experienced since moving out of Houston and back into a country setting. Two
entirely different climates; one entirely funny story!

Edit: I will be adding a lot more to Part 1: Spring and Summer. I mainly wanted to
get some feedback about whether or not it was worthwhile to put more time into
writing this, but so far I've gotten constructive and positive feedback. I will update
this current book as I add more so that those of you who've already downloaded
it can download the updates for free, and I will try to put it on promotion for $0 as
often as I am allowed by Amazon. Thanks again everyone! I still have plenty of
things to write about Spring and Summer. I'm still enduring the events that will go
into "Blasted Winter," though!
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