
The Untold Story: The Assault And Capture Of
Fallujah Iraq
The city of Fallujah, Iraq, has witnessed some of the most intense battles in
recent history. Known for its strategic location and significance during the Iraq
War, Fallujah became a symbol of resistance and resilience. The assault and
subsequent capture of Fallujah remains a controversial event that reshaped the
course of the war. In this article, we delve deep into the untold story of the
Fallujah assault, examining the events, the repercussions, and the human cost of
this pivotal moment.

The Build-Up

In 2003, when the United States and its coalition partners invaded Iraq, Fallujah
was one of the first major cities to fall under their control. However, it soon
became a hotbed of anti-American sentiment and insurgent activities. Religious
and political leaders in Fallujah denounced the American presence and urged
locals to resist the foreign occupation. This led to the insurgency taking root in the
city, making Fallujah a stronghold for militant groups.

By early 2004, Fallujah had become a center of gravity for militants, with Al-
Qaeda and other extremist organizations utilizing the city as their base of
operations. The insurgency in Fallujah posed a significant threat not only to the
U.S. forces but also to the stability of the entire region. The situation escalated
quickly, and a decision was made to launch a major offensive to regain control of
Fallujah.
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The Assault

In November 2004, Operation Phantom Fury was launched by the U.S.-led
coalition forces. The assault on Fallujah was one of the most significant and
fierce urban battles since World War II. The aim was to eliminate the insurgency
and restore government control over the city.

The assault involved over 10,000 troops, including U.S. Marines, Iraqi security
forces, and other coalition partners. The operation targeted known insurgent
strongholds, with rigorous urban warfare tactics employed to flush out militants
from their hiding places. Street-to-street fighting, airstrikes, and heavy artillery
bombardments were commonly used strategies during the assault.

The battle for Fallujah was far from easy. Militants fought fiercely to defend their
positions, utilizing booby traps, snipers, and suicide bombers to inflict maximum
casualties on the assaulting forces. The urban landscape and complex network of
buildings provided ample opportunities for guerilla warfare. House-to-house
clearing operations were executed in the most dangerous conditions imaginable.

The Humanitarian Crisis
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The assault on Fallujah led to a humanitarian crisis of epic proportions. The city's
population of around 300,000 residents was caught in the crossfire and bore the
brunt of the violence. Civilians were trapped inside their homes, facing food,
water, and medical shortages. The United Nations estimated that more than 70%
of the city was destroyed during the assault, leaving countless displaced and
traumatized individuals.

Reports of civilian casualties and alleged human rights abuses during the battle
raised significant concerns. Accusations of excessive use of force, targeting of
non-combatants, and the use of illegal weapons surfaced. The long-lasting
impact of the assault on the physical and mental well-being of the Fallujah
population cannot be understated.

The Aftermath

The capture of Fallujah brought temporary relief to the coalition forces and
restored government control in the city. However, insurgent activities continued in
other parts of Iraq, and Fallujah itself witnessed subsequent waves of violence in
the years that followed. The city became a symbol of the resilience of the
insurgency and highlighted the challenges of establishing long-term stability in the
war-torn country.

The assault and capture of Fallujah also had international ramifications. It
sparked outrage in the Muslim world and became a rallying point for extremists.
The event further strained the U.S.-Iraq relationship and rallied anti-American
sentiment both in Iraq and beyond.

The assault and capture of Fallujah remains a highly controversial event that
unfolded during the Iraq War. This pivotal moment, marked by intense urban
warfare, significant civilian casualties, and allegations of human rights abuses,



had far-reaching consequences. Fallujah's story serves as a reminder of the
complexities and challenges faced during warfare, and the human cost that
should never be overlooked.
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The Second Battle for Fallujah, dubbed Operation Phantom Fury, took place over
an almost two-month period, from November 7 to December 23, 2004. The
Marine Corps’ biggest battle in Iraq to date, it was so prolonged and fierce that it
has entered the pantheon of USMC battles alongside Iwo Jima, Inchon, and Hue
City. This book offers an in-depth, intimate look into Operation Phantom Fury, the
single most significant battle undertaken during the occupation of Iraq. The
author, a retired Marine Corps colonel with combat service in Vietnam, conducted
personal interviews with combatants, from the division commander in charge of
the operation down to Marine infantrymen who did the fighting. The result--
illustrated with a hundred action photographs--is a rare firsthand account of the
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brutal reality of the war in Iraq, how this battle for a key city was fought, and how
such a crucial battle looks from positions of command and from the thick of the
fight.
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