
The Untold Story: Saddam Hussein And The
Kurdish Genocide
In the realm of history's bloodiest dictators, Saddam Hussein undoubtedly holds a
significant place. The former President of Iraq ruled with an iron fist, leaving
behind a trail of destruction and suffering. Among the most horrifying chapters of
his reign is the Kurdish genocide, a brutal campaign that claimed the lives of
thousands. Today, we uncover the dark truths behind this tragic relationship.

The Genesis of Enmity

The enmity between Saddam Hussein and the Kurds can be traced back to the
early years of his rule. Hussein's ambition to maintain absolute control over Iraq
included suppressing any perceived threat, and the Kurds were unfortunate
victims of his authoritarian regime. The Kurdish people, who inhabit regions
spanning Iraq, Turkey, Syria, and Iran, have long sought autonomy and self-
governance.

Caught in the midst of Hussein's thirst for dominance, the Kurds faced immense
oppression. Years of ethnic cleansing, violence, and displacement deepened the
discord between the Kurdish population and the Iraqi government.
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The Anfal Campaign: A Prelude to Genocide

In 1988, Hussein launched the notorious Anfal campaign that aimed to neutralize
Kurdish resistance and break their spirit. The operation involved a series of
systematic attacks, genocidal massacres, and mass deportations. Chemical
weapons, including the deadly nerve gas Sarin, were indiscriminately used
against civilians, resulting in widespread suffering and loss of life.

Through the Anfal campaign, Hussein sought to annihilate any Kurdish opposition
and assert his tyrannical rule. Thousands of Kurdish villages were destroyed, and
countless families were torn apart. The atrocities committed during this period
have left scars on the collective memory of the Kurdish people, serving as a
haunting reminder of the horrors they endured.

International Response and Quest for Justice

The genocide inflicted upon the Kurds did not go unnoticed by the international
community. The atrocities committed under Saddam Hussein's command began
to attract attention, spurring condemnation and calls for accountability. Human
rights organizations tirelessly worked to document the crimes committed during
the Kurdish genocide, aiding survivors in their quest for justice.

However, holding Hussein accountable for his crimes proved to be a complex
process. Political complexities, diplomatic considerations, and a volatile regional
landscape hindered progress towards justice. It wasn't until after his fall in 2003
that Hussein faced trial for crimes against humanity, including the genocide of the
Kurdish population.
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Legacy and Lessons

The Kurdish genocide under Saddam Hussein's rule left a deep scar on the
history of Iraq and the collective consciousness of the Kurdish people. This dark
chapter serves as a reminder of the importance of valuing human rights,
combating authoritarianism, and ensuring accountability for heinous crimes.

Today, organizations and activists continue to shed light on the horrific events that
transpired during the Kurdish genocide. Through their efforts, the world learns
about the atrocities committed by Saddam Hussein and the resilience of the
Kurdish people.

The tragic relationship between Saddam Hussein and the Kurdish genocide
remains an enduring example of the horrors perpetrated by dictatorial regimes.
The suffering inflicted upon the Kurdish people in Iraq at the hands of Hussein's
oppressive rule serves as a painful reminder of the importance of preventing such
atrocities in the future. By remembering the past, we honor the victims and work
towards a world where justice and basic human rights prevail.
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Saddam Hussein's execution for his crimes against Iraq's Shia not only brought
an end to his reign of oppression, but also to the justice that was to be served to
the Iraqi Kurds. The unspeakable atrocities visited by Saddam upon the Kurds of
Iraq are explored here, together with the trials of Saddam by the Iraqi High
Tribunal. However, this work is more than a litigation history. It is also an
exploration of the motivations behind and the depths of organized evil in the
context of a single, brutal despot at the helm of an artificially created multi-
ethno/religious state lying atop massive oil wealth. Saddam's background and the
context of his rule explain much about his actions, but not all. He remained an
unpredictable tyrant to the end of his reign.

The Kurds have continually been subject to adversity since the end of World War
I, when they were denied their own homeland, splitting them among three
countries: Turkey, Iran, and Iraq. During Saddam's 24-year reign, the Kurds of
Iraq were frequently under the knife of injustice. Between 1987 and 1989,
Saddam unleashed genocide, razing over 2,000 villages and murdering at least
50,000 Kurds. As his dictatorship came to an end, the Kurds long-awaited
opportunity to hold Saddam responsible for the atrocities against them seemed to
have come, only to be sidetracked by the Iraqi High Tribunal, the Iraqi
government, and the U.S. government. While the Shia rejoiced in their victory, the
Kurds continued to be left behind. Saddam's death freed him of the charges
against him by the Kurds. The world had turned its back on the Kurds in their age
of genocide, and now appeared to turn a blind eye to the justice that was denied.

The unspeakable atrocities visited by Saddam upon the Kurds of Iraq are
explored here together with the trials of Saddam by the Iraqi High Tribunal―both
the completed prosecution for the Dujail massacre against the Shites and the
incomplete one for the Anfal Campaigns against the Kurds. However, this work is
more than a litigation history. It is also an exploration of the motivations behind



and the depths of organized evil in the context of a single, brutal despot at the
helm of an artificially created multi-ethno/religious state lying atop massive oil
wealth, but situated in the most dangerous part of the world. Saddam's
background and the context of his rule explain much about his actions, but not all.
He remained an unpredictable tyrant to the end of his reign.
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