
The Tale of the Greenest Craftsman:
Woodsman Ben Law

Ben Law, the renowned woodsman, has gained global recognition for his
exceptional craftsmanship, his deep understanding of nature, and his dedication
to sustainable living. With a lifelong passion for forestry and traditional
woodworking, Law has become a guiding light in the world of eco-friendly
practices. This article is an insightful exploration of his life, his work, and the
philosophies that have shaped him into the greenest craftsman of our time.

Early Roots and Learning from the Great Outdoors

Ben Law's journey into woodworking and sustainable living began at an early
age. Growing up amidst the picturesque landscapes of the Sussex countryside,
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Law developed a profound connection with nature. Spending countless hours
exploring the woods, he gained an intimate understanding of the intricate
relationships within ecosystems and the importance of conservation.
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While practicing his woodworking skills, Law honed his craft under the tutelage of
several renowned mentors, who instilled in him the importance of sustainable
practices and traditional techniques. From ancient woodworking methods to the
art of coppicing, Law's education encompassed not only technical skills but also a
deep appreciation for the environment.

The Grand Designs and Inspirational Projects

What sets Ben Law apart from other craftsmen is his ability to blend traditional
techniques with innovative and sustainable design principles. One of his most
notable achievements is the construction of his eco-friendly woodman's cottage in
Prickly Nut Wood, where he has been living since 1996.

Law's woodman's cottage is a testament to his commitment to sustainable living.
Constructed almost entirely from materials sourced from the woodland, the
cottage showcases his skillful craftsmanship. From the curved shingles on the
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roof to the intricate woodcarvings adorning its facade, every detail is a reflection
of Law's passion for both artistry and environmental harmony.

Furthermore, Law's masterpiece extends beyond his own dwelling. He has
collaborated on various exceptional projects, including the construction of the
famous Woodland House in West Sussex and the award-winning Weald
Woodland Burials, a serene green cemetery nestled in the heart of nature.

Award-Winning Author and Educator

Aside from his remarkable craftsmanship, Ben Law is also a prolific author and
educator. Through his books and workshops, he strives to inspire and educate
others about the importance of sustainable practices and living harmoniously with
nature.

His widely acclaimed book, "The Woodland Way: A Permaculture Approach to
Sustainable Woodland Management", serves as a comprehensive guide for
individuals aspiring to make positive changes in their own woodland management
practices. It has become a staple resource for enthusiasts, professionals, and
environmentalists across the globe.

Additionally, Law conducts workshops and training programs, sharing his vast
knowledge and expertise with aspiring craftsmen and nature enthusiasts. He
firmly believes that education is a powerful tool for effecting change and nurturing
a sustainable planet for future generations.

The Legacy of Environmental Stewardship

Ben Law's tireless dedication to sustainable living and his advocacy for
environmentally friendly practices have left an indelible mark on the world. His



work serves as a reminder of our responsibility to protect and conserve the
natural resources that surround us.

More than just a woodsman and a craftsman, Ben Law has become a symbol of
hope, showing us that a harmonious coexistence with nature is not only possible
but also essential for our own well-being. His legacy continues to inspire and
empower individuals to make a positive difference in the world, one tree at a time.

Keywords for alt attribute: Woodsman Ben Law, sustainable living, woodworking,
eco-friendly practices, forestry, traditional techniques, craftmanship,
environmental stewardship, nature conservation, conservationist.
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Ben Law’s incredible sense of the land and his respect for age old traditions
offers a wonderful insight into the life of Prickly Nut Wood.

Having travelled to Papua New Guinea and the Amazon, observing age-old
techniques for living in, working in and preserving forests and woodland, Ben Law
felt compelled to return home and apply his learnings to a 400 year old plot of
woodland near where he grew up – Prickly Nut Wood.
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This is the story of how he came live off the land, how he coppiced and hedged
and created charcoal, how he puddled and built shelter and finally how he carved
out his famous woodland home that Kevin McCloud has cited as his favourite
ever Grand Design.

And it’s the story of the wood itself – how it lives and breathes and affects all
those who encounter it, and how it’s developed over the twenty years Ben has
shared in its lifespan.

This transporting tale that will make you long to hear the dawn chorus and wake
up every day to the serene beauty of Britain’s woodland.
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