
The Strategic Student Veteran: Unlocking
Success in Higher Education
Transitioning from military service to civilian life can present unique challenges,
especially when it comes to pursuing higher education. Student veterans face a
myriad of obstacles, but with the right strategies, they can not only overcome
these barriers but also thrive academically and personally. In this article, we will
explore the journey of the strategic student veteran, offering insights and tips to
help these individuals make the most of their college experience.

The Challenges Faced by Student Veterans

Student veterans often face numerous hurdles when entering higher education.
One key challenge is the transition from the military culture to campus life, which
can be overwhelming. The structured environment of the military is drastically
different from the more independent and flexible nature of college. This shift can
be disorienting and may cause feelings of isolation among student veterans.

Financial concerns are another common challenge for student veterans. Many
individuals returning from military service may not have access to a stable income
while pursuing education. Additionally, some student veterans also have families
to support, adding further financial strain.
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Furthermore, the academic demands of college can be daunting for student
veterans who have been away from traditional classroom settings for an
extended period. The rigorous coursework and unfamiliarity with college-level
expectations can lead to academic struggles.

Becoming a Strategic Student Veteran

To overcome these challenges and achieve success in higher education, student
veterans can adopt a strategic approach. This involves developing a
comprehensive plan that addresses the unique needs and circumstances of each
individual. Below are some key strategies that can help student veterans thrive as
they transition into college life:

1. Seek Out Resources and Support

Colleges and universities offer a range of resources specifically designed for
student veterans. These resources can include academic advising, mentoring
programs, counseling services, and financial aid opportunities. By tapping into
these support systems, student veterans can receive the assistance they need to
navigate their educational journey successfully.

2. Connect with Other Student Veterans

Building a network of fellow student veterans can provide a sense of camaraderie
and understanding. Connecting with others who have had similar experiences
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can help alleviate feelings of isolation. Student veteran organizations and clubs
on campus can serve as a platform for building these connections and fostering a
supportive community.

3. Capitalize on Military Experience

The skills and qualities cultivated during military service can be transferable and
valuable in an academic setting. Time management, discipline, teamwork, and
problem-solving are just a few examples of traits that can contribute to success
as a student veteran. Recognizing and utilizing these skills can help student
veterans excel academically and stand out among their peers.

4. Utilize Technology and Online Resources

With advancements in technology, numerous online tools and resources are
available to support student veterans in their academic pursuits. From virtual
study groups and online tutoring sessions to e-books and research databases,
these resources can enhance learning and supplement traditional classroom
experiences. Integrating technology into the study routine can increase efficiency
and success.

5. Establish a Supportive Routine

Creating a structured routine can help student veterans maintain a healthy work-
life balance. Setting aside dedicated time for studying, attending classes, and
participating in other extracurricular activities is essential. A well-balanced routine
can help student veterans manage their time effectively, reduce stress, and
promote overall well-being.

Success Stories of Strategic Student Veterans

Many student veterans have successfully navigated the challenges of higher
education and achieved remarkable success. These individuals serve as



inspirations and role models, proving that with determination and the right
strategies, anything is possible.

John Smith, a former Marine, faced significant barriers when transitioning to
college. However, through diligent planning, utilization of campus resources, and
a strong support system, he graduated with honors and is now pursuing a
successful career in business.

Sarah Johnson, an Army veteran, encountered financial challenges during her
college journey. By taking advantage of scholarships and grants specifically
available to student veterans, she was able to pursue her dream of becoming a
nurse, eventually graduating at the top of her class.

These success stories highlight the power of strategic thinking and perseverance.
The journey of a student veteran may be filled with obstacles, but with the right
strategies and support, success is attainable.

The strategic student veteran is an individual who has mastered the art of
overcoming challenges and excelling in higher education. By seeking support,
connecting with others, capitalizing on their military experience, utilizing
technology, and establishing a supportive routine, student veterans can unlock a
world of opportunities. With determination and perseverance, the strategic
student veteran can truly transform their college experience and set themselves
up for a prosperous future.
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This book was previously sold under the title "The Strategic Student: Veteran's
Edition" and features updated content

"A practical guide of immense value to both students and their supporters" -
George Ballinger, Director of Family and Veteran's Affairs, University of Colorado,
Boulder

“Perceptive and useful from a practical viewpoint. I have no doubt incoming
freshmen will benefit from its insights.” Captain Anthony Chatham, U.S. Navy

“Provides current, relevant and very practical strategies and techniques to
prepare oneself for one of life’s defining events. We recommend this book to all
our incoming freshmen, and our academic advisors build upon its concepts.” -
Colonel Stephen Dinauer, U.S. Marine Corps, Director President's Leadership
Class

The college graduation rate for military veterans is unsatisfactory. While the life
transition for veterans goes far beyond academics, by lessening the stress of the
academic transition, the likelihood of collegiate success is significantly increased.
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The goal of The Strategic Student Veteran is to help raise graduation rates
amongst our nation's veterans.

The reason so many college students underperform is because they're not taught
how to transition from the structured military environment to the unstructured
college academic environment. The Strategic Student teaches college-bound
military veterans how to make this transition and become self-reliant, successful
students.
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