
The Story Of Burnley Trams Through The
Magic Lantern
Before the advent of modern transportation, trams were a common sight in cities
around the world. One such city that had a rich history with trams is Burnley,
located in Lancashire, England. In this article, we will take a journey back in time
to explore the story of Burnley trams through the lens of the magical lantern.

The Origins of Burnley Trams

The first tramway in Burnley was established in 1881, providing a much-needed
transportation option for the growing population. The trams were initially horse-
drawn, with tracks laid across the city to connect various neighborhoods. This
mode of transport revolutionized the way people commuted and contributed to
the development and expansion of Burnley.

The Transition to Electric Trams

As technology advanced, so did the trams in Burnley. In 1901, the horse-drawn
trams were replaced with electric trams, making the transportation system more
efficient and reliable. These trams were powered by overhead lines, and their
marked a significant milestone in Burnley's transportation history.
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The Magic Lantern's Role

The magic lantern, an early form of projector, played a vital role in documenting
and sharing the story of Burnley trams. This device used a simple light source,
along with a slide or transparency, to project images onto a screen or wall. These
images were often hand-painted or printed onto glass slides.

Photographers and enthusiasts captured the trams and their journeys through
Burnley, documenting the city's evolution over time. The magic lantern
presentations became popular forms of entertainment, allowing locals to immerse
themselves in the visual history of their beloved trams.

Preserving History Through the Magic Lantern

Over the years, many of the glass slides used in magic lantern presentations
were lost or damaged. However, thanks to dedicated historians and
preservationists, efforts have been made to restore and digitize these valuable
pieces of Burnley's tram history.

The restored glass slides provide a unique glimpse into the past, showcasing the
various tram routes, the different tram models used, and the bustling streets of
Burnley. Through these images, we can explore the daily lives of people who
relied on trams for their transportation needs.
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Despite the eventual decline of trams in Burnley, their legacy lives on. The trams
not only shaped the city's transportation system but also influenced its
architecture and urban planning. The routes that trams once traveled along are
now part of the city's history and serve as a reminder of Burnley's past.

Today, Burnley embraces its tram heritage by preserving historic tramcars and
offering tramway-themed attractions. Visitors can enjoy rides on vintage trams
and learn more about the city's transportation history through interactive exhibits.

The story of Burnley trams is a fascinating journey through time, documenting the
city's evolution and the crucial role trams played in its growth. The magic lantern
serves as a window into the past, bringing to life images of trams gliding through
the streets of Burnley.

Through the preservation of these images, we can continue to appreciate and
learn from Burnley's tram history. So, next time you visit Burnley, take a moment
to explore its tram heritage and appreciate the transformative impact these
magical vehicles had on the city.
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This 35 page booklet tells the story of the birth of Burnley’s tramway, its growth,
decline and eventual replacement by buses with photographs taken from original,
glass, ‘magic lantern’ projection slides and an article, written in 1961 for the
University of Leeds, entitled ‘A brief history of transport in Burnley’.
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