
The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East:
Unraveling the Mysteries of Civilization’s
Cradle
When we think of ancient civilizations, stories of pharaohs, pyramids, and vast
empires often come to mind. But nestled between the African continent and the
Indus Valley is a region that holds the key to some of the most fascinating stories
of human history. The Ancient Near East, with its cradle in modern-day Iraq, Iran,
and Syria, played a pivotal role in shaping the world we know today.

Intrigued by this ancient world? Look no further than The Oxford History of the
Ancient Near East, a comprehensive book that takes you on a journey through
time, unraveling the mysteries and marvels of this culturally rich region.

Beyond the Tales of Pharaohs: A Rich Tapestry of Civilizations

The Ancient Near East stretches back thousands of years, with evidence of
human habitation dating as far back as the Paleolithic Age. This book, compiled
by a team of esteemed scholars and experts, delves deep into the past to provide
an in-depth exploration of the region's history.
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From the Sumerians and Akkadians to the Babylonians, Assyrians, and Persians,
The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East offers a comprehensive account of
the rise and fall of civilizations that left an indelible mark on human civilization.
Discover how innovations in writing, law, religion, and technology originated in
this dynamic region, paving the way for future developments.

Immerse yourself in the stunning world of ancient dynasties, epic battles, and
legendary figures. Learn about Hammurabi's Code, the epic of Gilgamesh, and
the architectural wonders of Mesopotamia. With vivid descriptions and engaging
narratives, The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East brings this ancient world
to life.

Unveiling Secrets: Archaeology and Scholarship

One of the great strengths of The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East lies in
its inclusion of the latest archaeological discoveries and scholarly interpretations.
This book highlights the importance of ongoing excavations and research in
uncovering the hidden treasures of the past.

Travel with the archaeologists as they unearth forgotten cities, decipher ancient
scripts, and piece together fragments of pottery to shed light on the lives of the
people who once thrived in this region. Gain a deeper understanding of the trade
routes that connected civilizations, the natural resources that fueled their
progress, and the interplay between different cultures.
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The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East balances academic rigor with
accessibility, ensuring that both enthusiasts and experts can delve into its pages
and uncover the secrets of this ancient world.

From Text to Illustration: A Visual Feast

Complementing its scholarly content, this book offers a visual feast for readers.
Packed with stunning illustrations, maps, and photographs, it transports you to
the ancient cities, palaces, and temples that dotted the landscape of the Ancient
Near East. Witness the grandeur of the Ishtar Gate, the magnificence of
Persepolis, and the intricate details of ancient artifacts.

The illustrations not only bring the past to life but also aid in understanding and
contextualizing the text. See the ancient scripts etched on clay tablets, trace the
evolution of architectural styles, and marvel at the intricate jewelry and artwork
that reflect the creativity of ancient craftsmen. There truly is something captivating
on every page.

Unlocking the Past: A Must-Read for History Enthusiasts

Whether you are an avid history buff or simply fascinated by the mysteries of the
ancient world, The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East is an essential
addition to your library. Its engaging writing, wealth of information, and captivating
visuals make it a perfect resource for both casual reading and in-depth study.

Prepare to be transported back in time as you explore the wonders of the Ancient
Near East. From the ancient cities of Ur and Nineveh to the timeless wisdom of
the Babylonian astronomers, this book invites you to uncover the richness and
complexity of an often-overlooked period in human history.



So, embark on an adventure through the millennia with The Oxford History of the
Ancient Near East and let the secrets of civilizations unfold before your eyes!

The Oxford History of the Ancient Near East:
Volume II: Volume II: From the End of the Third
Millennium BC to the Fall of Babylon
by Karen Radner(Kindle Edition)

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 38107 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 972 pages
Lending : Enabled

This groundbreaking, five-volume series offers a comprehensive, fully illustrated
history of Egypt and Western Asia (the Levant, Anatolia, Mesopotamia, and
Iran),from the emergence of complex states to the conquest of Alexander the
Great. Written by a diverse, international team of leading scholars whose
expertise brings to life the people, places, and times of the remote past, the
volumes in this series focus firmly on the political and social histories of the states
and communities of the ancient Near East. Individual chapters present the key
textual and material sources underpinning the historical reconstruction, paying
particular attention to the most recent archaeological finds and their impact on our
historical understanding of the periods surveyed.

The second volume covers broadly the first half of the second millennium BC or
in archaeological terms, the Middle Bronze Age. Eleven chapters present the
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history of the Near East, beginning with the First Intermediate Period and Middle
Kingdom Egypt and the Mesopotamian kingdoms of Ur (Third Dynasty),Isin and
Larsa. The complex mosaic of competing states that arose between the Eastern
Mediterranean, the Anatolian highlands and the Zagros mountains of Iran are all
treated, culminating in an examination of the kingdom of Babylon founded by
Hammurabi and maintained by his successors. Beyond the narrative history of
each region considered, the volume treats a wide range of critical topics,
including the absolute chronology; state formation and disintegration; the role of
kingship, cult practice and material culture in the creation and maintenance of
social hierarchies; and long-distance trade-both terrestrial and maritime-as a vital
factor in the creation of social, political and economic networks that bridged
deserts, oceans, and mountain ranges, binding together the extraordinarily
diverse peoples and polities of Sub-Saharan Africa, the Near East, and Central
Asia.
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