
The Natural Gardens of North Carolina Chapel
Hill Books

North Carolina is home to some of the most picturesque landscapes and natural
marvels in the United States. Among its many treasures, the natural gardens of
Chapel Hill stand out as sanctuaries of tranquility and beauty. These gardens,
often overlooked by travelers, offer a serene and enchanting experience for
nature lovers and book enthusiasts alike. In this article, we will dive into the
hidden gems of Chapel Hill's natural gardens and explore the delightful charm
they hold.

The Enchanting Beauty of Chapel Hill's Natural Gardens
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When stepping into Chapel Hill's natural gardens, visitors are immediately
transported into a world of vibrant hues, sweet scents, and captivating sights. The
carefully curated landscapes of these gardens showcase the rich biodiversity of
North Carolina and provide a peaceful haven for plants and wildlife.
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Wandering through the winding paths of these gardens, you will encounter a
multitude of flora native to the region. Blossoming wildflowers, elegant ferns, and
towering trees create a captivating symphony of colors and textures. The
harmonious blend of nature's elements within these gardens creates a perfect
atmosphere for relaxation and introspection.

Exploring the Natural Gardens of Chapel Hill

There are several natural gardens in Chapel Hill that offer unique experiences for
visitors:

1. Coker Arboretum

The Coker Arboretum, situated on the campus of the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, is a hidden gem known for its stunning collection of native plants.
Established in 1903, this botanical oasis spans over five acres and features a
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diverse array of trees, shrubs, and flowers. Strolling through its paths, you can
admire captivating magnolias, dazzling azaleas, and majestic oak trees.

2. North Carolina Botanical Garden

The North Carolina Botanical Garden, located just a short drive from Chapel Hill's
downtown area, is a true paradise for nature enthusiasts. Covering over 1,000
acres, this garden boasts an extensive collection of native plants from various
ecosystems across the state. Explore the herb garden, immerse yourself in the
beauty of the carnivorous plant collection, or take a leisurely walk through the
charming bonsai garden.

3. Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge

Although technically not in Chapel Hill, the Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge
is a must-visit for any nature lover in the area. Just a scenic drive away, this
refuge stretches across 154,000 acres and is home to a wide range of wildlife,
including black bears, red wolves, and alligators. Explore its various trails and
boardwalks to observe the fascinating biodiversity of North Carolina up close.

The Perfect Blend of Nature and Books

In addition to their natural beauty, the gardens of Chapel Hill offer a unique
opportunity for book enthusiasts to indulge in literature in peaceful surroundings.
Grab your favorite book, find a cozy spot under a shady tree, and immerse
yourself in a tale while being surrounded by nature's splendor.

Whether you're an avid reader or simply seeking a quiet escape, the natural
gardens of Chapel Hill provide the perfect ambiance for a literary adventure. With
each turning page, you can savor the delicate fragrances, listen to the soothing
sounds of bird chirping, and let your imagination soar.



The natural gardens of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, are true havens of tranquility
and beauty. From the vibrant blooms of Coker Arboretum to the sprawling
landscapes of the North Carolina Botanical Garden, these hidden gems offer an
immersive experience for both nature lovers and book enthusiasts. So, if you're
looking for a serene escape to unwind, make sure to explore the enchanting
natural gardens of Chapel Hill and let their peaceful embrace rejuvenate your
senses.
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For seventy years, The Natural Gardens of North Carolina has been a must-read
volume for anyone interested in wildflowers, native plants, ecology, or
conservation in the state. This handsome revised edition features new line
drawings and color photographs, an appendix that updates the botanical
nomenclature, an that focuses on B. W. Wells and his passion for the state's
landscape, and an afterword that discusses the continuing relevance of Wells's
ideas.

One of the first scientists to write and lecture about ecology, Wells introduced
North Carolinians to the extraordinary tapestry of "natural gardens," or plant
communities, within the state's borders back in 1932. His purpose was to help
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readers understand a plant within its community--a pioneering concept at the
time--and to promote conservation. Moving from the Atlantic coast westward,
Wells identifies eleven major natural gardens: the sand dune community, salt
marsh, freshwater marsh, swamp forest, aquatic vegetation, evergreen shrub bog
(or pocosin),grass-sedge bog (or savanna),sandhill, old-field community, upland
forest, and high mountain spruce-fir forest. He devotes the first part of his book to
a general account of the vegetation and habitats of each community and then
identifies and describes the wildflowers found there.
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