
The Mysterious Journey of Ch'ang Ch'un: An
Alchemist's Travels from China
When it comes to the world of alchemy, one of the most fascinating figures in
history is Ch'ang Ch'un, a Taoist master from China. His incredible journey across
vast lands has captivated the minds of historians and adventurers alike. Join us
as we delve into the mysterious life of Ch'ang Ch'un and explore the wonders of
his travels through a mystical realm of danger, enlightenment, and alchemical
discoveries.

The Calling of Ch'ang Ch'un

Ch'ang Ch'un, a devout Taoist, lived during the Yuan dynasty in China. Legends
tell us that he received a divine calling from the heavens to embark on a quest to
uncover the secrets of nature and the elixir of life. With unwavering determination
and a restless spirit, Ch'ang Ch'un set out on a journey that would span several
decades and take him through treacherous terrains, magnificent cities, and
ancient civilizations.

The Alchemical Wonders

As an alchemist, Ch'ang Ch'un had an insatiable appetite for knowledge and
exploration. His primary objective was to discover the secrets of immortality and
the transmutation of base metals into gold. With his extensive knowledge in
Taoist practices and alchemical principles, Ch'ang Ch'un sought to unravel the
mysteries hidden within the natural world.
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Throughout his travels, Ch'ang Ch'un encountered numerous cultures, each with
their own unique beliefs and teachings. He exchanged wisdom with Persian
mystics, Indian sages, and Arabian alchemists on his way. These encounters not
only enriched his understanding of alchemy but also allowed him to refine his own
Taoist practices, blending them with teachings he discovered along the journey.

Ch'ang Ch'un's writings and teachings would later become cherished texts in
Taoist alchemical traditions, inspiring generations of practitioners to explore the
inner workings of the universe and seek enlightenment.

The Perils of the Road

Ch'ang Ch'un's journey was not without its dangers. The roads were filled with
bandits, treacherous terrains, and hostile tribes. Yet, through his wit, knowledge,
and spiritual insight, Ch'ang Ch'un managed to navigate these perils, leaving a
trail of legends in his wake.

One of the most famous accounts of his travels tells the story of his encounter
with a ferocious dragon. It is said that Ch'ang Ch'un, with his mastery of alchemy,
was able to communicate with the dragon and convince it to let him pass safely
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through its territory. Whether this tale is fact or fiction, it symbolizes his ability to
connect with the mystical forces that governed the world, transcending the
boundaries of ordinary existence.

The Search for Immortality

As Ch'ang Ch'un ventured further into uncharted territories, his sole focus
remained on finding the elixir of life, the ultimate goal of alchemy. His encounters
with wise sages and the knowledge he gained from ancient texts fueled his
determination. From studying medicinal herbs in the mountains of Central Asia to
exploring hidden chambers in remote monasteries, Ch'ang Ch'un left no stone
unturned in his quest for immortality.

While Ch'ang Ch'un may not have discovered the physical elixir of life during his
travels, his journey was, in itself, a transformative one. It was a voyage of self-
discovery and enlightenment, where he immersed himself in the wisdom of
different cultures. His experiences allowed him to transcend earthly desires and
embrace the true essence of the Tao - the Way of Nature.

Legacy and Inspiration

Ch'ang Ch'un's travels and writings have left a lasting impact on the world of
alchemy and Taoism. His teachings continue to inspire practitioners to this day,
offering insights into the mysteries of the universe and the human spirit.

The fascinating journey of Ch'ang Ch'un is a testament to the power of curiosity,
determination, and the pursuit of knowledge. It reminds us that in our own
journeys, we have the opportunity to discover the extraordinary within the
ordinary and connect with the timeless wisdom that lies within us all.



The story of Ch'ang Ch'un's travels is a mesmerizing tale that takes us on an
unforgettable journey through ancient civilizations, mystical encounters, and the
pursuit of immortality. It encapsulates the spirit of adventure, curiosity, and the
search for meaning that unites humanity across time and cultures. So let us be
inspired by Ch'ang Ch'un's courageous exploration and embark on our own
quests, be they physical or spiritual, for within those journeys lies the potential for
extraordinary discoveries.
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Originally published in 1935, this a translation of the original Chinese text. The
book follows Ch'ang-Ch'un through the crowded Chinese plains, through
Mongolia, Samarkand and Afghanistan. It is a fascianting travelogue and an
intriguing insight in to medieval Taoism. Many of the earliest books, particularly
those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce and
increasingly expensive. Hesperides Press are republishing these classic works in
affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
Contents Include: Sources Sun Hsi's Preface to the Hsi Yu Chi Translation of Hsi
Yu Chi Appendix Index Map
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