
The Mesmerizing Artistry of Gospel Guitarist
El McMeen: A Journey through Time
Gospel music has always held a special place in the hearts of believers, serving
as a bridge between heaven and earth, uplifting spirits, and resonating with the
depths of the soul. Among the many gifted musicians in this genre, one name that
stands out – El McMeen, a virtuoso guitarist who has redefined the possibilities of
gospel guitar.

With his distinctive style, unique interpretation, and relentless dedication,
McMeen has enchanted audiences worldwide with his mesmerizing
performances. In this article, we embark on a heartfelt exploration of the artistry
of El McMeen and the significance of his contributions to the world of gospel
music.

A Musical Journey Unveiled

El McMeen's journey into the world of gospel guitar began at an early age.
Growing up in a musical family, he was introduced to various instruments and
styles. However, it was the guitar that truly captivated him. Inspired by the gospel
greats, including Reverend Gary Davis, Mississippi John Hurt, and Blind Willie
Johnson, McMeen embarked on his unique musical odyssey away from the
conformity of mainstream music.
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What sets McMeen apart from other gospel guitarists is his deep passion for
preserving the traditional fingerstyle playing techniques. His dedication to
embodying the spirit of the early gospel pioneers is evident in every note he
plays. Through his intricate fingerpicking patterns and soulful melodies, McMeen
breathes life into the timeless tunes that have resonated with listeners for
generations.

A Day in the Life of El McMeen

From early morning rehearsals to late-night writing sessions, El McMeen's life
revolves around his craft. Step into his world, and you'll witness a man consumed
by his love for music. Every waking hour is dedicated to honing his skills,
exploring new musical territories, and paying homage to the rich heritage of
gospel music.

Mornings commence with warm-up exercises, each note resonating through the
silent air of his studio. As the day progresses, McMeen delves into the depths of
his vast repertoire, fine-tuning his interpretations and expanding his musical
vocabulary. Hours melt away as he channels his emotions through the strings, his
fingers dancing effortlessly across the fretboard.

When not lost in the depths of his own music, McMeen actively engages with the
gospel music community. Teaching masterclasses, hosting workshops, and
participating in jam sessions, he nurtures the spark of creativity in aspiring
guitarists, ensuring the legacy of gospel guitar continues for generations to come.

The Enduring Impact of El McMeen's Artistry
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El McMeen's unwavering commitment to preserving the art of gospel guitar has
garnered him a dedicated fanbase and widespread recognition. Throughout his
career, he has released numerous albums that capture the essence and spirit of
this timeless genre. Each album is a testament to his technical prowess, emotive
playing, and profound musicality.

Beyond his recorded works, McMeen's live performances are truly transformative
experiences. Whether performing in intimate venues or large concert halls, his
music has the power to transport listeners to a realm where time ceases to exist.
Each strum of the guitar becomes a prayer, each melody a message of hope and
redemption.

Looking into the future, El McMeen's legacy is not simply confined to his own
musical achievements but extends to the countless musicians he has influenced
along the way. His dedication to teaching, mentoring, and inspiring young talents
ensures that the art of gospel guitar will never fade away.

The Lasting Legacy of Gospel Guitar

El McMeen's artistry represents the delicate balancing act between tradition and
innovation. While he remains firmly rooted in the gospel tradition, he fearlessly
pushes the boundaries, infusing his performances with a touch of modernity. This
successful fusion creates a connection between the past, present, and future,
ensuring the legacy of gospel guitar resonates for years to come.

As we conclude this exploration of the artistry of El McMeen, we are left with a
deep appreciation for his dedication, musicianship, and unwavering commitment
to the genre. His music serves as a reminder of the power of faith, the strength of
community, and the beauty of the human spirit.



El McMeen's artistry transcends mere entertainment, leaving a profound impact
on the hearts of listeners. So, take a moment to immerse yourself in the
harmonies, melodies, and soul-stirring sounds of El McMeen's gospel guitar, and
allow your spirit to soar.
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This book features 22 gems of gospel and hymn music, arranged in various keys
in dropped D tuning (DADGBE - 6th to 1st string) for the intermediate and
advanced guitarist. The arrangements provide compelling evidence that dropped
D tuning has been liberated from its usual position as simply a variant of
"standard tuning." In this book, it takes on an exciting open-tuning character.
Innovative string choices and guitar voicings are employed to evoke different
textures for the various melodies. The music ranges from the single-note
treatment reminiscent of the solo singer, to the flowing, arpeggiated approach of
the harper, to the chordal power of the organist. The pace can be slow and
meditative, or up-tempo and celebratory. The presentation is in tablature and
standard notation.
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