
The Making Of Iran Islamic Revolution: How a
Nation Transformed Forever

Iran, a country known for its rich history and cultural heritage, experienced a
profound transformation that shook the world and altered the course of its future
forever. The Islamic Revolution of Iran, also referred to as the Iranian Revolution,
remains a defining moment in the nation's history and continues to shape its
political, social, and religious landscape.

The revolution began in 1979, marking the end of the monarchy under Shah
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, who had ruled the country for over two decades. The
catalyst behind this uprising was a mix of factors, ranging from political
repression, economic inequality, and religious discontent.
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The Seeds of Revolution

Underneath the surface of Iran's thriving society, significant tensions had been
quietly brewing for years. The Shah's autocratic rule, backed by the United
States, exhibited a disconnect from the people's reality. While the upper class and
Western interests flourished, a vast majority of Iranians lived in poverty and faced
widespread political oppression.

The growing influence of Western values began to clash with traditional Iranian
principles, leading to a widespread yearning for change. Intellectuals, religious
leaders, and dissidents united in their criticism of the Shah's regime, inspiring a
growing wave of activism and resistance. The charismatic Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini emerged as a prominent figure at the forefront of this opposition.

A Key Moment of Revolution

The turning point came in 1977 when nationwide protests erupted following the
publication of an article critical of Khomeini in a state-controlled newspaper.
These demonstrations soon escalated, fueled by the pervasive discontent among
Iranians.
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In 1979, as tensions reached their peak, the Shah fled the country, handing over
power to a temporary government led by Prime Minister Mehdi Bazargan. This
transitional period proved critical in setting the stage for what was to come.

The Islamic Republic

On April 1, 1979, a national referendum was held, and an overwhelming majority
of Iranians voted to establish an Islamic Republic as their new form of
government. Ayatollah Khomeini returned to Iran triumphantly and became the
country's Supreme Leader, shaping the newly established fundamentalist Islamic
regime. The principles of Velayat-e Faqih (Guardianship of the Islamic Jurist)
became the guiding force behind Iran's political system.

With the establishment of the Islamic Republic, Iran underwent significant
changes. The government initiated policies aimed at reshaping Iranian society
based on their interpretation of Islamic teachings. Women faced conservative
dress codes, and religious rituals became a central part of daily life. Non-Islamic
political parties were banned, and opposition members faced persecution.

Challenges and Transformations

The Islamic Revolution faced numerous challenges in its early years, both
internally and from the international community. The Iran-Iraq War, which lasted
for eight years, resulted in significant casualties and economic strain on the
struggling nation. The United States, once a supporter of the Shah, became a
vocal opponent, leading to strained diplomatic relations.

Despite these obstacles, the revolution brought about significant changes in
various sectors, including education, healthcare, and women's rights. The literacy
rate soared, and access to healthcare dramatically improved. However, critics



argue that political freedoms and human rights suffered under the repressive
regime.

The Legacy Lives On

More than four decades have passed since the Islamic Revolution, yet its impact
remains deeply rooted in Iran's identity. The events that unfolded during this time
continue to shape Iran's foreign policy and its relations with the global community.

The Islamic Revolution unleashed a wave of religious sentiment that extended
beyond Iran's borders, sparking similar movements throughout the Muslim world.
It redefined the boundaries of the Middle East and influenced the rise of political
Islam on a global scale.

The making of the Iran Islamic Revolution was a complex and multifaceted
process. It symbolizes the power of collective action, the struggle for self-
determination, and the desire for change among an oppressed population. While
its consequences may be debated, there is no denying the profound impact the
revolution had on Iran and the wider world.

As we reflect on this pivotal moment in history, it is essential to understand its
nuances, the motivations of its key players, and the social, cultural, and political
dynamics that shaped Iran's destiny forever. The Iran Islamic Revolution was not
just a series of events, but a testament to the strength of a nation striving for a
new future.
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In this fully revised and expanded second edition, Dr. Milani offers new insights
into the causes and profound consequences of Iran's Islamic Revolution. Drawing
on dozens of personal interviews with the officials of the Islamic Republic and on
recently released documents, he presents a provocative analysis of the dynamics
and characteristics of factional politics in Islamic Iran. Among the new issues
covered are the events leading up to the Teheran hostage crisis, Ayatollah
Khomeini's life and writings, President Rafsanjani's activities against the Shah,
Rafsanjani's recent reforms, Iran's involvement in the Kuwaiti crisis, and the
domestic and foreign policy challenges facing Iran in the post?Cold War era.The
second edition is specifically revised for use as a text for courses dealing with
Iran, the Middle East, and revolutionary movements.
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