
The Gwr Handbook: The Great Western
Railway (1923-1947)

Are you a history enthusiast or a railway enthusiast looking to delve into the rich
past of the Great Western Railway? Look no further! In this comprehensive
handbook, we will take you on a journey through time, exploring the history,
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operations, and iconic locomotives of the Great Western Railway between the
years 1923 and 1947.

Discovering the Great Western Railway

The Great Western Railway, often referred to as the GWR, was one of the most
influential railway companies in British history. Established in 1833 and operating
until nationalization in 1948, the GWR played a crucial role in shaping the
transportation and economic development of the regions it served.
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Under the leadership of legendary figures such as Isambard Kingdom Brunel and
George Jackson Churchward, the GWR became recognized for its engineering
innovations, luxurious passenger services, and iconic green liveried locomotives.

The GWR Handbook: A Guide Through the Years
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The GWR Handbook, covering the years 1923 to 1947, provides a
comprehensive account of the company's operations during a significant period of
its existence. This time frame saw the GWR traverse major historical events, like
the Second World War and the subsequent post-war reconstruction.
Understanding how the railway coped and adapted during these challenging
times is a fascinating perspective that this handbook explores.

Inside the Handbook

1. Historical Overview
Delve into the rich history of the Great Western Railway, from its early beginnings
to the nationalization in 1948. Learn about its prominent figures, major
achievements, and the challenges it faced.

2. Locomotives in Focus
Explore the iconic locomotives that powered the Great Western Railway. From
the majestic King Class to the streamlined Castle Class, this section provides
detailed descriptions and historical insights into these magnificent machines.



3. Operations and Services
Discover the operational aspects of the GWR and its diverse range of services.
From high-speed expresses to local commuter trains, the GWR offered a variety
of travel options that catered to the needs of its customers.

4. Significance and Legacy
Learn about the lasting impact of the Great Western Railway. From its influence
on subsequent railway companies to its architectural and engineering
achievements that still shape the landscape today, the GWR's legacy is one
worth exploring.

Why You Should Get the Handbook
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The GWR Handbook is not just a mere collection of facts. It is an immersive
guide that allows you to step into the world of the Great Western Railway. With
captivating stories, vivid illustrations, and historical photographs, this handbook
offers a unique and engaging reading experience.

Whether you are a railway enthusiast, a history buff, or simply curious about the
past, The GWR Handbook is a must-have resource for anyone seeking to unravel
the captivating history of the Great Western Railway from 1923 to 1947.

So, grab your copy of The GWR Handbook today and embark on an
unforgettable journey through one of Britain's most iconic railway companies!
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For many the GWR was synonymous with holidays by the sea in the West
Country, but it was built to serve as a fast railway line to London, especially for
the merchants and financiers of Bristol. Its operations stretched as far as
Merseyside, it provided most services in Wales, and it was the main line to
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Cardiff, Bristol, Cornwall and Birmingham.This book, a classic first published in
2006, reveals the equipment, stations, network, shipping and air services, bus
operations including Western National, and overall reach and history of the
GWR.Forming part of a series, along with The LMS Handbook, The LNER
Handbook and The Southern Railway Handbook, this new edition provides an
authoritative and highly detailed reference of information about the GWR.
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