
The Fascinating History of a Canadian Town
and the 98th Bruce Anti Tank Battery During
the Second World War
Canada has a rich history, filled with remarkable events and heroic stories. One
such tale is that of the small Canadian town and the brave soldiers of the 98th
Bruce Anti Tank Battery during the Second World War. This captivating chapter of
history shines a light on the courage, resilience, and sacrifice displayed by
Canadian troops during the global conflict.

The Birth of the Canadian Town

Our story begins in the early 19th century when a small settlement nestled within
the picturesque landscapes of Ontario, Canada, started to take shape. The town
quickly grew in size as immigrants from various parts of Europe flocked to find a
new home and a better life. As industries flourished, the town became a thriving
hub for trade and commerce, attracting settlers from all walks of life.

The town's economy relied on several key industries, including agriculture,
mining, and manufacturing. Its strategic location near major waterways enabled
efficient transportation of goods and resources, further driving its prosperity. The
townsfolk took immense pride in their achievements and were deeply rooted in
family values and strong community bonds.
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World War II and the Formation of the 98th Bruce Anti Tank Battery

The tranquility of this Canadian town was shattered when the clouds of war
loomed over the horizon during the early 1940s. As Europe became engulfed in
the Second World War, Canada felt the need to contribute to the fight against
tyranny and oppression. Young men from the town heeded the call to duty and
enlisted in the Canadian Armed Forces. Little did they know that they were about
to make history.

Out of the brave volunteers, a select group was chosen to form the 98th Bruce
Anti Tank Battery. This specialized unit consisted of skilled soldiers trained in
handling anti-tank weaponry. Their mission was to provide essential support to
Canadian infantry units by disabling enemy tanks and armored vehicles.

During their training, the soldiers endured rigorous physical and mental
challenges, preparing them for the realities of war. Many hailed from the town
itself, cementing their commitment to protect their beloved home and the values it
held dear.

A Heroic Journey on the Battlefront
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The 98th Bruce Anti Tank Battery's first taste of action came on the battlefields of
Europe. From the beaches of Normandy to the snow-covered fields of the
Netherlands, these Canadian soldiers faced unimaginable dangers and
hardships.

Their anti-tank guns became their trusted companions, as they braved the
relentless Nazi offensive. The soldiers advanced alongside allied forces, steadily
pushing towards victory. Their steadfast determination and unwavering courage
earned them a reputation as formidable defenders against enemy armor.

Through bitter winters and scorching summers, the 98th Bruce Anti Tank Battery
played a pivotal role in several major battles. Their expertise in anti-tank warfare
was instrumental in preserving the lives of countless Canadian soldiers and
aiding the overall success of Allied operations.

The Homecoming and Legacy

As the war neared its end, the surviving members of the 98th Bruce Anti Tank
Battery returned to their beloved town as heroes. The community welcomed them
with open arms, expressing their gratitude for the brave soldiers who risked their
lives for the greater good.

The legacy of the 98th Bruce Anti Tank Battery lives on, immortalized in the
town's memorials and the hearts of its inhabitants. Their sacrifice and unwavering
dedication serve as a reminder of the resilience and patriotism that shaped
Canada's history during the turbulent war years.

The history of the Canadian town and the remarkable story of the 98th Bruce Anti
Tank Battery highlight the immense sacrifices made by Canadian soldiers during
the Second World War. Their courage and determination in the face of adversity
serve as an inspiration to future generations.



Today, the town stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of its people and
their unwavering commitment to preserving the freedoms we hold dear. The story
of the 98th Bruce Anti Tank Battery stands as a shining example of the
indomitable Canadian spirit that has shaped this great nation.
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During the Second World War Canada evolved with the currents of the modern
age, developing both technologically and industrially to become an Allied partner
in the war against the Axis powers. This process can be seen, in part, by
exploring the history of Port Elgin, Ontario, a small town situated northwest of
Toronto on Lake Huron’s shore.

Geopolitically, Canadians shed their reliance on Britain for security as closer ties
were forged with the United States. As a snapshot of Canadian society, Port
Elgin’s War explores how a small community in Bruce County adapted to this
crisis, while providing clues about the decline of British influence in North
America. It also suggests ways in which US-Canadian relations were
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strengthened. Port Elgin’s War examines how attitudes were affected by war, and
how people’s actions impacted Canada’s efforts. One of the leading organizations
shaping public opinion during this period was Rotary International.

A number of individuals from the Port Elgin area joined the Royal Canadian Air
Force (RCAF). During the interwar period aviation captured many people’s
imagination, and following the outbreak of hostilities the town’s volunteers fought
in the skies above Europe and the Mediterranean. Their experiences made the
technology of flight seem more accessible than was previously thought possible.
The proximity of British Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP) airfields in
neighboring Huron County also brought many international airmen to the town
along with new cultural and political influences.

It was, however, the 98th Bruce Anti-tank Battery of the Royal Canadian Artillery
(RCA),with its M-10 self-propelled AT guns (SPs or Wolverines),that became Port
Elgin’s primary military contribution to the Allied cause. As part of the 5th
Canadian Armoured Division, the battles in which it participated include the
crossing of the Melfa River (in the Liri Valley – near Monte Cassino and
Anzio),the breaking of the Gothic Line, and the advance through the eastern
Romagna. Subsequent operations in Northwest Europe completed the battery’s
journey. Anti-tank warfare has generally not received a great deal of attention in
much of the existing historiography, but Port Elgin’s War provides analysis on the
development and application of Canadian antitank doctrine and tactics. Although
the 98th Anti-tank Battery was a small unit, its impact on the course of several
engagements during the Italian campaign was significant. Port Elgin’s War
illustrates why this was so.

This book will be useful to readers wishing to learn more about Canada’s
involvement in World War II, as well as for those seeking information on



combined arms warfare, armoured warfare, and self-propelled artillery at the
tactical level.
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