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DUNKIRK

It was the summer of 1940, and the world was at war. Adolf Hitler's German
forces had swept through Europe, leaving a trail of destruction and chaos in their

wake. The British Expeditionary Force, along with French and Belgian troops,
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found themselves surrounded on the beaches of Dunkirk, facing an almost

certain capture or annihilation.

But what followed in the weeks that followed would soon be known as the Dunkirk
Perimeter and Evacuation, a remarkable operation that showcased the strength,

courage, and resilience of the British people.
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The Perimeter

As the German forces closed in on the British and Allied troops, they quickly
formed a defensive perimeter around the town of Dunkirk. This perimeter,
consisting of trenches, barricades, and improvised fortifications, was meant to
hold off the enemy long enough for the evacuation to take place. It was a

desperate last stand, with thousands of lives hanging in the balance.

The soldiers defending the perimeter faced constant bombardment from German

artillery and air attacks. It was a harrowing experience, with death lurking around
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every corner. The beaches were littered with wounded and dead soldiers, a grim

reminder of the dire situation they were in.

Despite the constant onslaught, the soldiers at the Dunkirk Perimeter held their
ground. They fought with everything they had, refusing to give up even in the face
of overwhelming odds. Their determination and bravery became a symbol of

hope for the British people.

The Evacuation

Meanwhile, back in Britain, the call had gone out to rescue the stranded troops.
Operation Dynamo was launched, an audacious plan to evacuate as many
soldiers as possible. It involved a fleet of naval vessels, along with hundreds of
civilian boats, navigating the treacherous waters of the English Channel to reach
Dunkirk.

The evacuation began on May 26, 1940, and continued for nine days. It was a
race against time, with German forces closing in from all sides. The troops at the
Dunkirk Perimeter had to be evacuated quickly, or else they would face capture

or death.

Under constant enemy fire, the evacuation proceeded. Soldiers lined up on the
beaches, waiting for their turn to board the boats. The scene was chaotic, with
the sound of gunfire and explosions filling the air. But amidst the chaos, a spirit of

camaraderie and determination prevailed.

The civilians who volunteered their boats for the rescue operation were hailed as
heroes. They faced great danger and risked their lives to save their fellow
countrymen. It was an extraordinary display of unity and selflessness, as ordinary

people became extraordinary in the face of adversity.



The Aftermath

By June 4, 1940, the evacuation was complete. Over 338,000 soldiers had been
rescued from the Dunkirk beaches. It was a staggering feat, a triumph against all
odds. The British people rejoiced at the news, finding solace in the fact that so

many of their brave soldiers had made it home safely.

The Dunkirk Perimeter and Evacuation had far-reaching consequences. It
boosted the morale of the British people and gave them renewed hope in the face
of a seemingly unstoppable enemy. It also demonstrated the power of collective

action and the importance of unity in times of crisis.

The Dunkirk spirit, as it came to be known, became a symbol of resilience and
determination. It is a story that continues to inspire and captivate people to this

day.

The Dunkirk Perimeter and Evacuation of 1940 was a defining moment in history.
It showcased the indomitable spirit of the British people and the strength of their
resolve. It was a testament to the power of courage, sacrifice, and collective

action.

The brave soldiers who defended the Dunkirk Perimeter and the civilians who
risked their lives to rescue them will forever be remembered as heroes. Their
story serves as a reminder of the triumph of the human spirit in the face of

adversity.

The Dunkirk Perimeter and Evacuation 1940 will always hold a special place in

history, a shining example of bravery and resilience in the darkest of times.

The Dunkirk Perimeter and Evacuation 1940:
France and Flanders Campaign (Battleground
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The history of a disastrous WWII setback, including numerous photos, maps, and

information for visitors.

This book tells the story of the fierce fighting around the Dunkirk Perimeter during
May and June 1940 between the retreating British Expeditionary Force and its
French allies and the advancing German army. This grievous military setback was
soon transformed into a morale-boosting symbol of the resilience of the British

against a Germany that had crushed so many nations in a matter of weeks.

With over 200 black and white photographs and fourteen maps, this book looks at
the units deployed around Dunkirk and Nieuport and their often desperate actions
to prevent the inevitable advance of German forces opposing them. The
evacuation of the BEF from the beaches east of Dunkirk is covered in detail from
the perspective of the Royal Navy and from the standpoint of the soldier on the

beaches.

Also included are details for travelers to the sites involved. In addition to visits to

the relevant cemeteries, the book includes three appendices and two car tours,
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one tour covering the whole of the Dunkirk perimeter and the other covering
Ramsgate and Dover, although there is plenty of scope for walking in both tours.
There is also a walk around De Panne, which takes the tourist along the beach
that saw so much of the evacuation, and into the back areas of the town where

the Germans left their mark when clearing up after the British had gone.
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