The Dortmunder Novels: A Masterpiece of
Crime Fiction- Thieves Dozen

The world of crime fiction has always been captivating for readers seeking
thrilling adventures, complex characters, and intricate plot twists. Among the
myriad of fictional detectives, thieves, and heist planners, one series stands out
as a true masterpiece in the genre - The Dortmunder Novels. In this article, we
explore the twelfth and final installiment of this remarkable series, "Thieves
Dozen," delving into its intricate storyline, captivating characters, and the

enduring legacy of author Donald E. Westlake.

The Genius of Donald E. Westlake

Donald E. Westlake, a renowned American author, is hailed as one of the
greatest exponents of the crime fiction genre. His Dortmunder Novels, consisting
of twelve books, spanned over four decades, mesmerizing readers with their wit,

cleverness, and masterfully constructed plots.

Westlake's expertise lies in creating multi-dimensional and lovable characters
with rich backstories. The protagonist of the series, John Dortmunder, is a master
thief who possesses a unique blend of intelligence, resourcefulness, and a knack
for getting into complicated situations. Dortmunder's crew, comprising a colorful

ensemble of criminals, adds depth and humor to the stories.
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The Final Heist: Thieves Dozen

"Thieves Dozen," the final book in The Dortmunder Novels series, is a gripping
tale that encapsulates everything readers have come to love and expect from
Donald E. Westlake. The book revolves around Dortmunder and his crew
planning one last grand heist, as they attempt to steal a priceless, long-lost

treasure.

The story is set against the backdrop of a crumbling mansion located in Upstate
New York. The mansion belongs to an eccentric millionaire who hides within its
walls a collection of rare artifacts, rumored to hold the key to a forgotten fortune.
Hindered by the mansion's elaborate security, Dortmunder and his team must

utilize their exceptional skills to outsmart their formidable opponent.

Unlike traditional crime novels, "Thieves Dozen" masterfully blends elements of
comedy and lightheartedness with the tension and suspense typically associated
with the genre. Westlake's unique ability to infuse humor into his storytelling

results in a refreshing and delightful reading experience.

The Dortmunder Legacy
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The Dortmunder Novels have left an indelible mark on the crime fiction genre and
continue to inspire authors and readers alike. Westlake's masterful storytelling,
compelling characters, and intricate plots have cemented the series as a timeless

classic.

Moreover, the series' success paved the way for subsequent heist-centered
novels and movies, such as the iconic "Ocean's Eleven." The Dortmunder Novels
demonstrate the enduring appeal of tales centered around lovable rogues

engaged in audacious thefts, challenging the traditional hero-villain dynamics.

The impact of The Dortmunder Novels goes beyond the realm of crime fiction.
Westlake's unique writing style and unparalleled ability to interweave comedy,
suspense, and a deep understanding of human nature have earned him critical

acclaim and a place among the literary giants.

The Dortmunder Novels, with "Thieves Dozen" as their mesmerizing , leave
readers longing for more of Donald E. Westlake's unparalleled storytelling. The
series' enduring popularity and influence on the crime fiction genre are

testaments to Westlake's brilliance and the captivating world he created.

Whether you are an avid crime fiction enthusiast or simply on the lookout for an
engaging and entertaining read, "Thieves Dozen" and The Dortmunder Novels

series are guaranteed to keep you enthralled until the very last page.
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Feating Donald E. Westlake's hapless hero, John Dortmunder, this original
compilation of short stories ties in to Westlake's latest Dortmunder hardcover, The
Road to Ruin.

It's all Dortmunder, all the time, in this long-awaited collection representing one of
the finest achievements in crime fiction. Chosen from hundreds of stories and
decades of work, this is the first time that Westlake has offered a compilation of
his short form Dortmunder adventures, including "Ask a Silly Question," "Horse
Laugh," "Too Many Crooks," "A Midsummer's Daydream," "The Dortmunder
Workout," "Party Animal," "Give 'Til It Hurts," "Jumble Sale," "Now What?," "Art
and Craft," and "Fugue for Felons." Hailed as classics all, THIEVES' DOZEN will

surely delight Westlake's ravenous fans.
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