The Controversial Connection between
Religious Zionism and the Settlement Project
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Religious Zionism and the Settlement Project have become intertwined with
modern Israeli society, shaping the geopolitical landscape and the dynamics of
the nation. This article explores the relationship between these two entities,

delving into their history, ideology, and the controversies they have sparked.

The Roots of Religious Zionism

Religious Zionism is a political and religious movement that emerged in the late
19th century, following the waves of Jewish immigration to Ottoman-controlled

Palestine. It began as an ideology that supported the establishment of a Jewish
homeland in the biblical land of Israel, viewing it as a religious obligation and an

essential part of Jewish redemption.
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The movement, inspired by the writings of Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, advocated
for a harmonious coexistence of religious tradition and modern Zionism. Religious
Zionists believe that the return to the land of Israel is not only a political goal but
also a spiritual one, carrying a deep religious significance. They fiercely protect
the Jewish connection to the land and the biblical promises of its inheritance to

the Jewish people.

The Rise of the Settlement Project

The Settlement Project, also known as the Israeli settlement movement, emerged
in the aftermath of the Six-Day War in 1967 when Israel gained control of East
Jerusalem, the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip. It involves the establishment and
expansion of Jewish communities in these territories, which are considered part

of historical Israel by Religious Zionists.

The project saw a surge in momentum following the religious edicts (fatwas)
issued by influential rabbis, encouraging Jews to settle and reclaim the biblical

heartland. Their belief that God had reunited the Jewish people with their
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ancestral lands fueled the determination to establish settlements as a means to

secure and strengthen their religious and historical ties.

The Connection: Religious Zionism and the Settlement Project

Religious Zionism provides the ideological foundations for the Settlement Project.
It serves as the guiding force behind the massive wave of Jewish settlement
activity in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, despite international criticism and

legal controversies.

Religious Zionists view the West Bank, also known as Judea and Samaria, as an
integral part of the biblical land of Israel and consider it crucial for the fulfillment of
Jewish redemption. They argue that maintaining a Jewish presence in these
territories is essential for preserving Israel's security, as well as its historical,

cultural, and religious heritage.

Religious settlers pioneer these communities, driven by their faith and their
conviction that Jewish settlement is their sacred duty. They establish vibrant
religious neighborhoods, complete with synagogues, yeshivas, and educational

institutions, further integrating religious life into the fabric of the settlements.

The Controversies

The connection between Religious Zionism and the Settlement Project has stirred

intense controversy, both domestically and internationally.

Internationally, the establishment and expansion of Israeli settlements are widely
seen as illegal under international law, including the Fourth Geneva Convention.
Many argue that these settlements jeopardize the prospect of a two-state
solution, hindering peace negotiations and perpetuating the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict.



Domestically, the Settlement Project is a divisive issue within Israeli society.
Secular and left-leaning Israelis perceive the settlements as an obstacle to
peace, undermining Israel's democracy and compromising its standing in the
international community. On the other hand, Religious Zionists consider the
settlements as an integral part of Israel's identity, crucial for safeguarding the

Jewish character of the state and fulfilling biblical prophecies.

The Future: Challenges and Perspectives

The Religious Zionism-Settlement Project alliance faces various challenges and
uncertainties in the future. The most prominent among them is the ongoing
debate regarding the fate of the settlements and their impact on the prospects of

a peaceful resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Continued international pressure and criticism may push Israel to alter its
settlement policies or consider alternative solutions. With shifting political
dynamics within Israeli society, a more nuanced approach towards the Settlement
Project may emerge, seeking to balance religious and national aspirations with

the complexities of regional politics.

Ultimately, the future of the connection between Religious Zionism and the
Settlement Project remains uncertain. It will depend on a multitude of factors,
including political decisions, regional dynamics, and the willingness of different

factions within Israeli society to re-evaluate their positions.

Religious Zionism and the Settlement Project have an intricate and controversial
relationship, shaped by religious beliefs, historical connections, and geopolitical
realities. Understanding this connection is essential to comprehend the

complexities of Israeli society and the challenges it faces on the global stage.



While the connection between Religious Zionism and the Settlement Project
remains contentious, exploring this controversial link sheds light on the

aspirations, motivations, and divisions within Israeli society. As the dynamics
continue to evolve, finding a path towards a peaceful resolution may require

addressing these intricate relationships.
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The Jewish settlements in disputed territories are among the most contentious
issues in Israeli and international politics. This book delves into the ideological
and rabbinic discourses of the religious Zionists who founded the settlement
movement and lead it to this day. Based on Hebrew primary sources seldom
available to scholars and the public, Moshe Hellinger, Isaac Hershkowitz, and
Bernard Susser provide an authoritative history of the settlement project. They
examine the first attempts at settling in the 1970s, the evacuation of Sinai in the
1980s, the Oslo Accords and assassination of Yitzhak Rabin in the 1990s, and
the withdrawal from Gaza and the reaction of radical settler groups in the 2000s.
The authors question why the evacuation of settlements led to largely theatrical

opposition, without mass violence or civil war. They show that for religious
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Zionists, a "theological-normative balance" undermined their will to resist
aggressively because of a deep veneration for the state as the sacred vehicle of

redemption.
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