
The Contemporary Political Play Rethinking
Dramaturgical Structure: A Radical Twist in
Modern Theater
In today's dynamic world, the realm of politics has increasingly become a
captivating subject for playwrights looking to challenge traditional dramaturgical
structures. This article unravels the innovative ways in which contemporary
political plays reshape the theatrical landscape, defying norms and engaging
audiences in new and thought-provoking ways.

Understanding the Evolution of Political Theater

Political theater has a long and rich history, dating back centuries to Ancient
Greece when playwrights like Aristophanes used satire to expose the flaws of
society's political systems. Over time, political theater evolved, adapting to reflect
the social, economic, and political contexts of different eras. In the contemporary
era, playwrights continue to push boundaries, rethinking the very structure of
these plays to provide fresh perspectives and foster critical thinking.

Rethinking Dramaturgical Structure

One of the most striking aspects of contemporary political plays is their daring
departure from traditional dramaturgy. These plays challenge conventional linear
narratives and adopt a fragmented and non-linear structure to mirror the
complexity and chaos of the political world. By dismantling the linear form,
playwrights invite the audience to question the established power dynamics and
narratives imposed by traditional structures.
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Moreover, contemporary political plays often employ multi-perspectival
storytelling, incorporating multiple characters and plotlines to represent the
diverse narratives and voices present within political discourse. This diverse
representation allows for a more nuanced and holistic understanding of the
complex issues at play, challenging the oversimplification often seen in
mainstream political narratives.

Relevance to Modern Audiences

The reimagined dramaturgical structure of contemporary political plays aligns
inherently with the digital age and the way we consume information. In a world
saturated with fragmented news stories and social media, this reimagining taps
into our collective consciousness, engaging audiences with stories that mirror the
increasingly interconnected and chaotic nature of our political reality.

Furthermore, these plays provide a cathartic outlet for audiences frustrated with
the often polarized and one-dimensional political debates dominating public
discourse. By presenting diverse perspectives and complex narratives,
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contemporary political plays inspire critical thinking and encourage empathy,
fostering a deeper understanding of the complexities of the political landscape.

Examples of Successful Contemporary Political Plays

One notable example of a contemporary political play that challenges
dramaturgical structure is "The West Wing" by Aaron Sorkin. This play combines
sharp dialogue, multiple plotlines, and dynamic characters to present a
comprehensive exploration of the inner workings of American politics.

Another noteworthy example is "Eclipsed" by Danai Gurira, which centers around
the lives of women during the Liberian Civil War. Through its fragmented structure
and multi-dimensional characters, the play provides a powerful insight into the
complexities and consequences of war, as well as the inherent strength and
resilience of women in dire circumstances.

The contemporary political play has emerged as a powerful vehicle for
challenging traditional dramaturgical structures and engaging audiences in fresh,
thought-provoking ways. By embracing fragmentation and multi-perspectival
storytelling, these plays mirror the complexity of our political reality, while also
inviting audiences to question established narratives and power dynamics.
Moving forward, it is exciting to envision how these innovations will continue to
reshape the theatrical landscape, pushing the boundaries of political theater for
years to come.
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What does it mean for a play to be political in the 21st century? Does it require
explicit engagement with events and situations with the aim of bringing about
change or highlighting social wrongs? Is it purely a matter of content or is it also a
matter of structure?

The Contemporary Political Play: Rethinking Dramaturgical Structure examines
the politics of contemporary 'political' drama. It traces the origins of the
contemporary British political play to the emergence of the idea of 'serious drama'
in the late 19th century through the work of Bernard Shaw, and argues that a
Shavian version of serious drama was inextricably linked to the social and
political structures of British society at the time. While political drama is still often
thought of as adhering to a Shavian model in which social issues are presented
through a dialectical structure, Grochala argues that the different political
structures of contemporary Britain give rise to formally inventive dramaturgies
that are no less 'serious' or political than their Shavian forebears.

Through analysing the experimental dramaturgies of contemporary plays by
playwrights including Caryl Churchill, Simon Stephens, Anthony Neilson, debbie
tucker green and Mark Ravenhill, among others, it offers a set of new principles
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for understanding how a play functions politically and reveals how today the
dramaturgical structure of a play is as political as its content.
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