The Captivating Celtic Guitar Treasures of El
McMeen: A Journey into the Soul-Stirring
Melodies

As music aficionados, we are constantly on the hunt for new sounds that
resonate deep within our souls. The enchanting and soul-stirring melodies of
Celtic music have captivated listeners around the world for centuries, and El
McMeen, a true master of the Celtic guitar, takes us on a journey filled with

musical treasures that breathe life into this timeless genre.

Unveiling the Celtic Guitar Maestro: El McMeen

El McMeen, an acclaimed American fingerstyle guitarist, has made an indelible
mark on the world of Celtic music. Born and raised in New Jersey, El immersed
himself in the vibrant folk music scene of the 1960s and '70s, honing his skills as
a guitarist. His love affair with the Celtic tradition began in the early 1980s when
he stumbled upon a recording of the legendary Irish musician, Planxty. From that
moment on, he dedicated himself to mastering the intricacies of Celtic music on

the guitar.

McMeen's unique approach to the guitar is characterized by impeccably clear
harmonies, intricate fingerpicking techniques, and an exquisite sense of melody.
His flawless execution and ability to evoke the true essence of Celtic music
through his instrument have earned him a loyal following of enthusiasts

worldwide.
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A Balancing Act: Tradition and Innovation

What sets McMeen apart is his remarkable ability to balance tradition and
innovation within his music. While deeply rooted in the Celtic tradition, he brings a
fresh perspective and pushes boundaries, infusing his own unique style into

every composition.

His repertoire spans a wide range of Celtic tunes, from traditional jigs and reels to
hauntingly beautiful airs. Whether playing lively and rhythmic melodies that make

your feet tap uncontrollably or delving into poignant and heartfelt tunes that bring

tears to your eyes, McMeen's guitar playing takes you on a rollercoaster ride of

emotions.

One of the defining characteristics of McMeen's style is his mastery of alternate
tunings. By experimenting with different tunings, he creates a rich, resonant
sound that adds depth and complexity to his arrangements. This virtuosic
technique allows him to emulate the sound and textures associated with
traditional Celtic instruments like the harp or the bagpipes, resulting in a truly

immersive musical experience.

The Apparition of Beauty: Classically Influenced Celtic Guitar
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As a classically trained guitarist, McMeen infuses his Celtic arrangements with a
touch of elegance and refinement. Drawing inspiration from renowned classical
guitar composers such as Johann Sebastian Bach and Francisco Tarrega, he

weaves intricate counterpoint and intricate melodic lines into his interpretations.

This fusion of classical and Celtic influences creates a sonic palette that is both
unique and alluring. With his elegant phrasing, delicate touch, and meticulous
attention to detail, he elevates Celtic music to new heights, appealing not only to

traditional folk music enthusiasts but also to fans of classical guitar.

Unearth the Hidden Gems: El McMeen's Celtic Guitar Discography

El McMeen's discography is a treasure trove for lovers of Celtic music and guitar
aficionados alike. With an illustrious career spanning over three decades, he has
released numerous critically acclaimed albums and collaborated with esteemed

musicians, carving out a place for himself in the pantheon of Celtic music.
Some of his most notable albums include:

» "The Soul of Christmas Guitar: Celtic Carols and Reflections," a spellbinding
collection of Celtic-infused Christmas carols that will transport you to a place

of warmth and serenity during the holiday season.

= "The Shimmering Guitar: Greensleeves and Other Celtic Favourites," a
mesmerizing compilation of beloved Celtic tunes, including the hauntingly

beautiful rendition of "Greensleeves."

» "The Classical Ukulele: A Romantic Collection," a departure from his Celtic
repertoire, showcasing McMeen's exceptional talent in breathing new life into

classical compositions on the ukulele.



Each album offers a unique glimpse into McMeen's artistry, illustrating his

versatility as a musician and his unwavering dedication to his craft.

Unlocking the Celtic Guitar Journey: El McMeen's Legacy

El McMeen's impact on the world of Celtic music cannot be overstated. His
meticulous arrangements, hauntingly beautiful melodies, and profound
understanding of the Celtic tradition have elevated the guitar's role in this ancient

genre.

Aspiring guitarists and lovers of Celtic music alike can delve into McMeen's
discography, study his playing techniques, and attempt to unlock the secrets
behind his soul-stirring music. His legacy will continue to inspire generations to
come, ensuring that the captivating melodies of Celtic guitar treasures are

cherished forever.

So, immerse yourself in the captivating world of El McMeen's Celtic guitar
treasures. Let his enchanting melodies transport you to distant landscapes, evoke
emotions deep within your soul, and ignite a renewed appreciation for the

timeless beauty of Celtic music.
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El McMeen has painstakingly compiled and presented a stunning collection of
fingerstyle guitar arrangements of his favorite Celtic songs, airs, and dance tunes
from his 30 years of recording. These gems of the repertoire range from aching
laments and gorgeous songs to lively dance tunes. 27 pieces are included in this
monumental folio. A 77-minute recording of the tunes is available for download to
help the reader access and enjoy the magical CGDGAD guitar tuning. Includes

access to online audio.
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