
The Best Of Roger Scruton Columns
Commentaries And Criticism: A Journey
Through Intellectual Brilliance

Roger Scruton, one of the greatest thinkers of our time, left an indelible mark on
modern philosophy, cultural criticism, and conservative thought. With a career
spanning over five decades, Scruton wrote extensively on a wide range of topics,
offering profound insights into the core principles that shape our societies. In this
article, we delve into the best of Roger Scruton's columns, commentaries, and
criticisms that continue to inspire and challenge us today.

1. The Beauty of Tradition

Scruton believed in the power of tradition, arguing that it holds the key to our
capacity for self-understanding and social cohesion. In his column "Preserving
What is Valuable," he explores the importance of preserving our cultural heritage
against the forces of modernization. Scruton contends that tradition, rightly
understood, allows us to participate in something larger than ourselves and
connects us to generations past.
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2. Freedom and Responsibility

Scruton's commentaries on freedom and responsibility offer profound insights into
the delicate balance between individual liberty and collective well-being. In his
famous essay "The Uses of Pessimism," he explores the intersection of freedom
and social order. Scruton argues that freedom cannot exist without the
acknowledgment of our moral responsibilities towards others, and that true
freedom lies in understanding the limits imposed by our shared values and social
structures.
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3. Beauty and Aesthetics

Scruton's reflections on beauty and aesthetics have significantly influenced the
field of art and cultural criticism. His book "Beauty: A Very Short " explores the
nature of beauty and its profound impact on our lives. Scruton reminds us that
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beauty is not merely a subjective opinion, but an objective reality that connects us
to the transcendent and reminds us of our humanity.
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4. Conservatism in the Modern World

Scruton's conservatism challenged the prevailing political narratives of his time.
In his commentaries, he argued for the preservation of social institutions, the
value of national identity, and the importance of community bonds. In his column
"Conservatism: An Invitation to the Great Tradition," Scruton outlines the
principles that define true conservatism and its relevance in the face of rapid
societal changes.
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5. The Power of Culture

Scruton's analysis of culture and its significance in shaping our societies is
essential reading for anyone interested in the role of art, music, and literature. In
his various commentaries, Scruton explores how culture reflects our shared
values, shapes our identities, and provides a mirror to the human condition. His
book "Culture Counts" is an invaluable guide to understanding the transformative
power of culture in our lives.
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6. Critiquing Modernism

Scruton's criticisms of modernism challenged prevailing trends in art,
architecture, and urban planning. His commentaries on the subject, such as
"Modernism and Its Discontents," shed light on how modernist ideologies can
undermine our connection to place, erase our sense of home, and promote a cold
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and sterile environment devoid of humanity. Scruton argues for a return to
classical principles and an emphasis on human-scale design that respects our
need for beauty and rootedness.
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7. The Ethics of Environment

Scruton's writings on the ethics of the environment reflect his deep care for our
natural surroundings and offer a conservative perspective on environmental
issues. In his essay "Green Philosophy," he argues that true environmentalism
should be based on a sustainable vision that balances human needs with the
preservation of our natural heritage. Scruton criticizes radical environmentalism
that sees humans as intruders and emphasizes the importance of stewardship
and responsibility.
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8. The Importance of Religion

Scruton's commentaries on religion and spirituality explore the role of faith in
human life and its impact on our societies. In his book "The Soul of the World," he
presents a resolute defense of religion, arguing that religion provides the
necessary moral foundation for a flourishing society. Scruton contends that
religion connects us with something transcendent and allows us to navigate the
complexities of existence.
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9. Intellectual Defense of Tradition

Scruton's intellectual defense of tradition is a central theme in his commentaries
and criticism. In his essay "The Need for Nations," he argues for the preservation
of national identities and the importance of rootedness in a globalized world.
Scruton contends that denying the significance of national communities
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undermines our sense of belonging and destroys the necessary conditions for
social harmony and cultural preservation.
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10. Understanding the Self

Scruton's commentaries on the self delve into the complexity of human nature,
personal identity, and the pursuit of happiness. In his book "The Soul of the
World," he explores the connection between selfhood and the external world,
emphasizing the importance of self-transcendence and our relationships with
others. Scruton challenges the prevailing materialistic worldview and offers a
profound understanding of what it means to be human.
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The Enduring Legacy of Roger Scruton

Roger Scruton's columns, commentaries, and criticisms continue to resonate with
readers worldwide. His philosophical rigor, eloquence, and commitment to
timeless values make his works essential for anyone seeking intellectual
stimulation and a deeper understanding of the world we inhabit. Whether one
agrees with all of his ideas or not, engaging with Scruton's writings is sure to
provoke thought and inspire introspection - a remarkable testament to the
enduring legacy of this towering intellectual figure.
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'His moral courage shines through from the start.' - Sunday Telegraph
The definitive edition of the late Sir Roger Scruton's philosophical and political
essays and reviews, now collected in one volume.

The philosopher Roger Scruton was the leading conservative thinker of the post-
war years. In this book are assembled the very best of his essays and
commentaries, arranged thematically. The selection has been made and edited
by Mark Dooley, Scruton's literary executor.

Throughout this collection, Scruton proves himself to be at his most scintillating
and controversial. He writes with passion and conviction about such varied topics
as feminism, racism, fascism, Tony Blair and Donald Trump, as well as subjects
like global warming, music and architecture. He takes aim at those who defy
conservative common sense in favour of liberal falsehoods.

This book shows Scruton at his most brilliant and demonstrates how his influence
will remain strong and enduring.
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Wellington's Incredible Military and Political
Journey: A Legacy That Resonates
When it comes to military and political history, few figures have left a
mark as profound and influential as Arthur Wellesley, Duke of Wellington.
Born on May 1, 1769, in...

10 Mind-Blowing Events That Take Place In
Space
Welcome to the fascinating world of outer space, where unimaginable
events unfold and capture our wildest imagination. From breathtaking
supernovas to...

The Astonishing Beauty of Lanes Alexandra
Kui: Exploring the Enigmatic World of an
Extraordinary Artist
When it comes to capturing the essence of beauty and emotion through
art, few artists can match the extraordinary talent of Lanes Alexandra Kui.
With her unique style,...

Unlock the Secrets of Riding with a Twist Of
The Wrist
Are you a motorcycle enthusiast? Do you dream of being able to ride with
skill, precision, and confidence? Look no further, as we are about to
reveal the key...
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The Ultimate Guide to An Epic Adventure: Our
Enchanting Journey to the Jubilee
Are you ready for a truly mesmerizing and unforgettable experience?
Join us on a journey like no other as we take you through our thrilling trip
to the Jubilee, an...

The Last Great Revolution: A Transformation
That Shaped the Future
Throughout history, numerous revolutions have rocked the world, altering
the course of societies and leaving an indelible mark on humanity. From
the American Revolution to the...

The Cinder Eyed Cats: Uncovering the
Mysteries of Eric Rohmann's Enchanting World
Have you ever come across a book that takes you on a magical journey,
leaving you spellbound with its captivating illustrations and intriguing
storyline? Well, look no...

Discover the Ultimate Spiritual Solution to
Human Degeneration and Renew the World
from Evil!
In today's fast-paced, modern world, it seems that human degeneration
and the presence of evil continue to spread, wreaking havoc on our
mental, emotional, and...
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