Prisons Policing And The Feminist Fight To
End Violence Against Women And Gender

Violence against women and gender-based violence are rampant issues in
societies worldwide. For decades, feminists have been leading the fight to end
this violence, focusing on challenging patriarchal structures, challenging cultural
norms, and advocating for policies and laws to protect women and marginalized
genders. However, one area that is often overlooked in the feminist discourse is
the role of prisons and policing in perpetuating violence against women and

gender non-conforming individuals.

The Prison-Industrial Complex and its Impact on Women

The prison-industrial complex, a term coined by activists, refers to the intersection
of government and industry that uses prisons as a solution to social, economic,

and political problems. In the context of violence against women, it is important to
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acknowledge how the prison system perpetuates a cycle of abuse. Women who
have experienced violence are often criminalized rather than being provided with
the support and resources they need to heal and rebuild their lives. This includes
women who defend themselves against their abusers or engage in survival

tactics due to economic or social circumstances.
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Studies have shown that a significant number of women in prison have

experienced various forms of violence, including domestic violence, sexual
assault, and childhood abuse. The trauma they have experienced often goes
unaddressed within the criminal justice system, leading to further victimization

and retraumatization.

Abolition Feminism: Rethinking Prisons and Policing

Abolition feminism is a growing movement rooted in the belief that prisons and
policing are fundamentally flawed institutions that perpetuate harm rather than
creating safer communities. Proponents of abolition feminism argue that the focus
should shift towards community-based alternatives that prioritize healing,

restoration, and transformation rather than punishment.
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By centering the experiences and needs of survivors of violence, abolition
feminists advocate for a radical restructuring of society's response to gender-
based violence. This includes investing in support services, affordable housing,
education, healthcare, and addressing the root causes of violence such as

poverty, racism, and sexism.

Investing in Prevention: A Shift in Priorities
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Prevention is another crucial aspect of the feminist fight against violence. In
addition to addressing the aftermath of violence, it is essential to focus efforts on
preventing acts of violence from occurring in the first place. This requires
addressing harmful gender norms, providing comprehensive sex education,

promoting healthy relationships, and challenging toxic masculinity.
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Many feminists argue that investing in prevention has long-term benefits not only

for individuals but also for society as a whole. By dismantling oppressive
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structures and creating equitable societies, the need for prisons and policing

would reduce significantly.

The fight to end violence against women and gender non-conforming individuals
requires a comprehensive approach that challenges societal norms, dismantles
oppressive systems, and centers the needs and experiences of survivors. It is
crucial for feminists and activists to recognize the role of prisons and policing in
perpetuating violence, and to advocate for alternative solutions that prioritize

healing, prevention, and transformation.

By reimagining a society without the prison-industrial complex, where gender-
based violence is actively addressed and prevented, we can create a safer, more

equitable future for all.
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During the 1970s, grassroots women activists in and outside of prisons forged a

radical politics against gender violence and incarceration. Emily L. Thuma traces
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the making of this anticarceral feminism at the intersections of struggles for racial
and economic justice, prisoners’ and psychiatric patients’ rights, and gender and

sexual liberation.

All Our Trials explores the organizing, ideas, and influence of those who placed
criminalized and marginalized women at the heart of their antiviolence
mobilizations. This activism confronted a "tough on crime" political agenda and
clashed with the mainstream women’s movement’s strategy of resorting to the
criminal legal system as a solution to sexual and domestic violence. Drawing on
extensive archival research and first-person narratives, Thuma weaves together
the stories of mass defense campaigns, prisoner uprisings, broad-based local
coalitions, national gatherings, and radical print cultures that cut through prison
walls. In the process, she illuminates a crucial chapter in an unfinished struggle—
one that continues in today’s movements against mass incarceration and in

support of transformative justice.
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