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A PICTORIAL FIELD GUIDE TO THE WOODY
PLANTS OF THE AMAZ
VOL. IV GNETAC. - LECYTHID.

The vast Amazon Rainforest, with its unparalleled biodiversity, has always been a

subject of fascination for nature enthusiasts and scientists alike. Spanning across
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nine countries in South America, this lush ecosystem is a treasure trove of
various plant and animal species, with thousands more still waiting to be
discovered. Among the countless wonders of the Amazon, the enchanting woody

plants stand out, captivating the imagination of explorers and researchers.

The Importance of Woody Plants

Woody plants, also known as trees, play a crucial role in the Amazon Rainforest
ecosystem. Their towering presence provides shelter and habitat for a vast array
of animal and plant species. From primates swinging through the canopy to
colorful birds perched on branches, the lives of countless creatures intertwine

with these magnificent plants.
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Aside from their ecological significance, the wood from these plants has been
utilized by indigenous communities for centuries, providing a sustainable source
of building materials, fuel, and medicinal resources. Exploring and understanding
woody plants is vital for our appreciation of the Amazon Rainforest’s intricate web

of life.
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Pictorial Field Guide To The Woody Plants Of The Amazon Vol IV

Pictorial Field Guide To The Woody Plants Of The Amazon Vol IV is a
comprehensive compilation of the breathtaking variety of woody plants found in
the Amazon Rainforest. This extraordinary book serves as a guidebook and a
visual feast for those who seek to delve into the secrets of this untamed

wilderness.
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The fourth volume of this series takes readers on a mesmerizing expedition,
showcasing vivid photographs and detailed descriptions of over 500 unique
woody plant species. From towering giants to delicate climbers and intricate

shrubs, each page reveals a new marvel waiting to be admired.

Whether you are an amateur nature enthusiast, a professional botanist, or simply
someone captivated by the wonders of the natural world, this field guide caters to
all levels of interest and knowledge. Each entry provides valuable information on
the plant’s morphology, distribution, and ecological role, along with captivating

anecdotes and folklore associated with certain species.

An Enchanting Journey through the Amazon Rainforest

Accompanying the detailed listings is a rich portrayal of the Amazon Rainforest's
breathtaking landscapes, showcasing its varying habitats, glistening rivers, and
elusive wildlife. The book takes readers on an enchanting journey, weaving
through the dense foliage and immersing them in the vibrant colors and

fragrances of the rainforest.

With its captivating narrative and stunning imagery, this guide allows readers to
forge a deep connection with the Amazon Rainforest and its woody plants. It not
only provides a means to identify and understand the diverse species but also

evokes a sense of reverence and awe for the natural world.



LATERS OF A RAINFOREST

The Legacy of Exploration Continues

Pictorial Field Guide To The Woody Plants Of The Amazon Vol IV is not only a
testament to the awe-inspiring beauty of the Amazon Rainforest but also a call to
action. Its pages invite readers to appreciate the immense value of conserving

this fragile ecosystem and inspire them to contribute to its preservation.

By understanding the importance of woody plants and the role they play in
maintaining the delicate balance of the rainforest, we can work towards

sustainable practices and better protect this invaluable natural wonder.

Embark on a Journey of Discovery

Are you ready to embark on a journey of discovery through the untamed wonders
of the Amazon Rainforest? Let Pictorial Field Guide To The Woody Plants Of The
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Amazon Vol 1V be your trusty companion, transporting you to a world of natural
marvels and sparking your curiosity about the majestic trees that call the Amazon

their home.

Allow yourself to be captivated by the stunning imagery, delve into the fascinating
details, and let the aromas of the rainforest fill your senses from the comfort of
your armchair. Join the legacy of explorers and become a guardian of the

Amazon Rainforest through the knowledge gained from this extraordinary field

guide.
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Volume | of A Pictorial Field Guide to the Woody Plants of the Amazon focuses on
the fruits of all known Guianan plants covering about one-hundred families, 546
genera, and over 2,000 species. Moreover, the fruits of a few major edible-fruit
producing families that occur in the larger Amazon and not in the Guianas are
also included, such as a number of Anacardiaceae, Annonaceae, Lecythidaceae,
Myristicaceae, and Sapotaceae. This catalogue is restricted to woody plants only,
i.e. trees and shrubs reaching over 1.5 m in height when full grown, lianas, vines,

(hemi)-epiphytic climbing shrubs, and (sub)-ligneous epiphytes. Volumes Il — IX of
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A Pictorial Field Guide to the Woody Plants of the Amazon treat 114 plant families
in alphabetical order. Volume IV covers the families GNETACEAE -
LECYTHIDACEAE, as follows:

GNETACEAE Lindley Jussieu - 11

HERNANDIACEAE Blume - 14

HIPPOCRATEACEAE Juss. - 18

HUGONIACEAE Am. (=LINACEAE DC. ex Perleb) - 42

HUMIRIACEAE A. Juss. - 44

ICACINACEAE Miers - 52

LACISTEMATACEAE C. Martius - 60

LAURACEAE Juss. - 62

LECYTHIDACEAE Poiteau - 118

INDEX OF ALL PLANT FAMILIES & GENERA - VOL. N°/page(s) - 208

INDEX OF VERNACULAR NAMES USED IN BRAZIL - 217

Each family is headed by a short family description based mainly on the more
practicable field characters of leaves, inflorescences, flowers, and fruits. The
section Notes includes remarks on habit, secretory systems, and seed dispersal -
only when one may generalize on family level. Following a family description,
each genus within the family is numbered and mentioned together with the
author’s name. A genus description is given when more than one species within
the genus are described. Each genus is followed by the species in alphabetical
order and sub-numbered. This facilitates a quick determination of both the
number of genera treated within a certain family and the number of species
treated within a certain genus. The species name is followed by the author’s
name according to up-to-date taxonomic literature, while one or more synonyms
may be added in brackets. The species descriptions, as presented in Volumes lI-
IX, usually include four sections, the first word of each section being printed in

italics. The first section gives simple leaf characters as far as they are practicable



in the field, using for instance a pair of binoculars. The second section describes
main characters of inflorescence, infructescence, (fruiting) calyx, flowering and/or
fruiting pedicel. The third section describes, as detailed as possible, external and
internal characters of fruit and seed(s). The fourth section, “Notes”, gives various
remarks that may be useful in the field, such as plant habit, presence of secretory
systems, bark features, seed dispersal strategy, phenology, occurrence (based on
data from literature and samples in the Utrecht Herbarium plant collection),habitat
and soil type (data usually taken from labels),and geographical distribution within
the Guianas and the larger Amazonian region (data based on the literature and

checklists from the respective countries, label information and the internet).
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