
Memories Of Disappearing Middle East With
Special Epilogue On The Turkish

The Middle East, a region rich in history, culture, and breathtaking landscapes,
has undergone significant transformations over the years. From ancient
civilizations and empires to modern political conflicts, this region has shaped the
world as we know it today. However, with each passing day, the Middle East
seems to be disappearing before our eyes, and it is crucial to reflect upon and
preserve the memories of this fading beauty.

The Rich Tapestry of the Middle East
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The Middle East is a mosaic of diverse cultures, religions, and traditions. From
the magnificent pyramids of Egypt to the historic ruins of Mesopotamia, the
birthplace of civilization, it is impossible not to be captivated by the ancient
wonders that still stand tall in the desert sun.
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The region is also home to some of the world's oldest continuously inhabited
cities, such as Damascus and Jerusalem. Each street and alleyway tells a story
of generations who have lived, loved, and fought for their beliefs. Walking through
these streets is like stepping back in time, a surreal experience that evokes a
deep sense of connection with the past.

The Disappearing Landscapes

As modernization and urbanization continue to encroach upon the Middle East,
the landscapes that once defined the region are rapidly disappearing. Vast
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stretches of desert are being replaced by concrete jungles, and archaeological
sites are being sacrificed in the name of progress.

It is in these disappearing landscapes that lies the essence of the Middle East.
The rolling dunes of the Arabian Desert, the dramatic canyons of Wadi Rum, and
the serene oases of the Sahara are all part of the allure that draws travelers from
around the world. But as these natural wonders vanish, so does a piece of our
collective memory.

The Crisis of Cultural Heritage

The Middle East is not only facing the loss of its physical landscapes but also the
erasure of its cultural heritage. Years of conflict and political instability have taken
a toll on the region's ancient sites, museums, and artifacts.

The destruction of iconic landmarks, such as Palmyra in Syria and Nineveh in
Iraq, is a tragic reminder of the precarious situation faced by the Middle East's
cultural treasures. Smugglers and looters exploit the chaos to pillage these sites,
further fueling the loss of invaluable historical artifacts.

A Special Epilogue on the Turkish

Amidst this bleak picture, one country stands out as a beacon of hope for the
preservation of Middle Eastern heritage: Turkey. With its rich history as the cradle
of civilizations, Turkey has taken significant steps to protect and promote its
cultural treasures.

From the majestic Topkapi Palace in Istanbul to the ancient city of Ephesus,
Turkey has made a conscious effort to restore and showcase its historical sites.
The country's commitment to preserving its heritage has earned it the recognition
of UNESCO, with multiple sites listed as World Heritage Sites.



Turkish museums also play a vital role in safeguarding cultural artifacts. The
Istanbul Archaeology Museums, for example, house a vast collection of
archaeological objects that shed light on the ancient civilizations of the region.

The Turkish people themselves are proud custodians of their heritage. From
traditional music and dance to Ottoman architecture, the preservation of cultural
practices and artistic traditions is deeply ingrained in Turkish society.

Preserving the Memories

While it may be difficult to halt the changes that are transforming the Middle East,
it is within our power to preserve the memories of this disappearing region.
Through education, travel, and storytelling, we can ensure that future generations
inherit the richness of this vanishing heritage.

Scholars and researchers can document the history, traditions, and languages of
the Middle East, creating a comprehensive record that can withstand the passage
of time. Travelers can support responsible tourism that respects local
communities and fosters cultural appreciation.

Finally, we must collectively share the stories and experiences we have had in
the Middle East, spreading awareness and generating interest in the region's vast
and diverse heritage. Through these collective efforts, we can create a lasting
memory of the disappearing Middle East and inspire others to cherish and protect
this unique part of our global heritage.

The memories of the disappearing Middle East are a reminder of the need to
protect and celebrate our cultural heritage. While challenges exist, countries like
Turkey are leading the way in preserving the region's treasures. By actively
engaging in efforts to understand, document, and promote the Middle East's rich
history, we can ensure that this fading beauty is not forgotten. Let us remember



the disappearing Middle East, for it is in those memories that we find our
connection to the past and our hope for the future.
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ZAKHRAFA is the sixth regional memoir by Dr. Thomas Goltz on Turkey, the post-
Soviet Caucasus and now the disappearing Middle East. While deep history is
addressed in Goltz's familiar engaging manner, this deeply personal book
focuses on SYRIA in the early 1980s (when a much younger Goltz was a student
of Arabic in Damascus); EGYPT in the mid-1980s, focusing on "literary"
Alexandria and the wild Sufii "birthday" celebrations in Cairo's "Cities of the Dead"
and IRAQ following Gulf War I (1991),when the author became a "Rogue Relief
Worker" in KURDISTAN. The book concludes with a special epilogue on the
Turkish northern Aegean town of Ayvalik, the author's Middle Eastern "hometown"
for the past 40 years.
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"Goltz is Montana's Sir Richard Francis Burton." -- Dr./Professor Jerry Johnson,
Montana State University
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