
Let Me Hear Rhyme: A Captivating Tale of
Dreams and Beats
Are you ready to embark on a thrilling journey into the heart of hip-hop culture?
Let Me Hear Rhyme is a mesmerizing novel that will transport you to the streets
of Brooklyn in the 1990s, where dreams are born and beats come alive. Join us
as we dive into the captivating story, explore its unforgettable characters, and
discover the power of music to transcend boundaries.

Set against the backdrop of the golden era of rap, Let Me Hear Rhyme follows
the lives of three friends – Quadir, Jarrell, and Jasmine – as they navigate the
challenges of inner-city life. When their best friend, Steph, is tragically killed, the
trio discovers a collection of his unfinished rap songs. Determined to honor
Steph's memory, they concoct a daring plan to turn his verses into posthumous
rap success.

The novel, written by Tiffany D. Jackson, masterfully combines the raw energy of
rap music with the poignant realities of life in a marginalized community.
Jackson's vivid prose paints a vivid picture of the vibrant streets of Brooklyn,
immersing readers in the sights, sounds, and struggles of its residents. From the
bustling record stores to the pulsating block parties, every page is infused with
the rhythm and cadence of the era.
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But Let Me Hear Rhyme is not just a celebration of music and culture; it delves
deep into the emotional journey of its characters. Quadir, the level-headed leader
of the group, is torn between loyalty to his friends and his desire for a better life.
Jarrell, the talented artist, grapples with his dreams and the expectations placed
upon him. And Jasmine, the fearless and independent young woman, finds her
own voice amidst a world that often silences her.

As the friends journey through the music industry, facing challenges and
unexpected twists, readers are kept on the edge of their seats. Will Steph's
rhymes lead them to fame and fortune? Or will they become entangled in a web
of danger and deceit? Let Me Hear Rhyme keeps readers guessing, its narrative
pulsating with tension and intrigue.

One of the novel's most fascinating aspects is its exploration of the power of
words and storytelling. Rap, beyond being a musical genre, becomes a vehicle
for self-expression, activism, and healing. Not only do the characters use it as a
means to navigate their own struggles, but they also shed light on the larger
social issues affecting their community. Jackson brilliantly captures the dual
nature of rap as both a form of art and a tool for social change.
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Let Me Hear Rhyme has garnered critical acclaim for its rich character
development, immersive setting, and thought-provoking themes. It serves not
only as a captivating coming-of-age tale but also shines a light on the intricate
dynamics of friendship, love, and self-discovery. Jackson's ability to infuse music
into her storytelling elevates the novel to a whole new level, ensuring that readers
are not only entertained but also moved by the raw emotions it evokes.
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Let Me Hear Rhyme is a must-read for music lovers, fans of coming-of-age
stories, and anyone interested in exploring the magic of hip-hop culture. Join
Quadir, Jarrell, and Jasmine as they navigate the landscape of dreams and
beats, and witness the transformative power of music. Let the rhythm guide you
through the pages of this captivating novel and let the words inspire you to chase
your own dreams.
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In this striking new novel by the critically acclaimed author of Allegedly and
Monday’s Not Coming, Tiffany D. Jackson tells the story of three Brooklyn teens
who plot to turn their murdered friend into a major rap star by pretending he's still
alive.

Brooklyn, 1998. Biggie Smalls was right: Things done changed. But that doesn’t
mean that Quadir and Jarrell are cool letting their best friend Steph’s music lie
forgotten under his bed after he’s murdered—not when his rhymes could turn any
Bed Stuy corner into a party.

With the help of Steph’s younger sister Jasmine, they come up with a plan to
promote Steph’s music under a new rap name: the Architect. Soon, everyone
wants a piece of him. When his demo catches the attention of a hotheaded music
label rep, the trio must prove Steph’s talent from beyond the grave.

As the pressure of keeping their secret grows, Quadir, Jarrell, and Jasmine are
forced to confront the truth about what happened to Steph. Only, each has
something to hide. And with everything riding on Steph’s fame, they need to
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decide what they stand for or lose all that they’ve worked so hard to hold on to—
including each other.

"Jackson scores a bullseye with her passionate homage to Black city life in the
late ’90s." (Publishers Weekly, "An Anti-Racist Children's and YA Reading List")
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