
Learn How to Sign Third Grade Sight Words
Using The American Manual Alphabet - It's
Easy Peasy!
Are you looking for a fun and engaging way to teach your child third grade sight
words? Look no further! In this article, we will explore how you can use the
American Manual Alphabet to help your child learn and practice their sight words
in a hands-on and interactive way. So let's dive right in and embark on an exciting
journey of signing third grade sight words!

What are Sight Words?

Sight words, also known as high-frequency words, are commonly used words that
readers are encouraged to recognize instantly by sight, without needing to
decode them. For students in third grade, these words are an essential part of
their reading and writing skills development. Students who can quickly and
accurately identify these words will have an easier time reading fluently and
comprehending texts.

The Power of the American Manual Alphabet

The American Manual Alphabet is a visual language system developed for the
deaf and hard of hearing community to communicate with gestures using their
hands. It consists of a series of handshapes representing the letters of the
English alphabet. By incorporating this alphabet into your child's learning journey,
you can enhance their understanding of spelling, phonics, and vocabulary.
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Signing Third Grade Sight Words - Step by Step

Using the American Manual Alphabet to sign third grade sight words is as easy as
1-2-3! Here's a step-by-step guide to get you started:

1. Learn the Alphabet: Familiarize yourself and your child with the American
Manual Alphabet. Practice forming each letter with your child until they
become comfortable identifying and replicating the handshapes.

2. Break Down the Words: Begin by breaking down the sight words into
individual letters. Show your child the corresponding handshapes for each
letter and guide them in forming the signs. Encourage them to say the letter
aloud simultaneously.

3. Putting It All Together: Once your child becomes proficient in signing
individual letters, it's time to move on to signing complete words. Begin with
simple, two-letter words, gradually progressing to longer and more complex
ones. Repeat the process of showing the handshapes and having your child
mimic them while saying the word aloud.
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Remember, consistency is key! Regular practice will reinforce your child's
knowledge of sight words and their ability to sign them accurately.

Advantages of Signing Sight Words

Introducing the American Manual Alphabet into your child's sight words learning
process offers numerous benefits:

Multi-Sensory Approach: Signing engages multiple senses, which enhances
learning and memory retention.

Kinesthetic Learning: The physical act of forming handshapes helps reinforce
letter recognition and spelling skills.

Visual Memory Aid: The visual nature of signing aids in memorizing and
recalling sight words more readily.

Improved Reading Fluency: By making a connection between the sign and
the word, children develop a stronger grasp of phonics and word recognition.

Engaging Activities to Reinforce Sight Words

Learning doesn't have to be dull! Here are a few exciting and interactive activities
you can incorporate into your child's sight words practice:

Word Relay Race:

Divide the sight words into sets and place them strategically around the room.
Have your child race to find each word and sign it correctly before moving on to
the next. This game adds an element of fun competition and physical movement!

Sign and Seek:

Print out flashcards with the sight words and their corresponding handshapes.
Hide the flashcards throughout the house and encourage your child to find them



and sign each word as they're discovered. This activity combines a treasure hunt
with signing practice.

ABC Storytime:

Choose a book together and have your child use the American Manual Alphabet
to sign every word they know as you read aloud. This enjoyable activity promotes
word recognition and storytelling skills.

Signing third grade sight words using the American Manual Alphabet is a creative
and effective way to boost your child's literacy skills. Engaging them in a multi-
sensory learning experience not only strengthens their sight word recognition but
also fosters a deeper understanding of spelling and phonics. So why wait? Start
signing those sight words today and witness the joy and progress your child will
make in their reading journey!
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Learn to fingerspell in American Sign Language while practicing sight words!

One of the most important things to learn in ASL is the American Manual Alphabet
- otherwise known as Fingerspelling. Fingerspelling allows you to spell out words
in American Sign Language.

There are many times when you will use fingerspelling in ASL. It is actually used
frequently to augment the standard set of signs. Fingerselling is used for:
- Proper Names
- Brands (like a company name)
- Titles
- Places
- And - most significantly, for words that don't have signs

This book is designed to show you the basic 26 letters used in fingerspelling. To
get practice signing, this book includes fingerspelling for Level 5 sight words.

Level 5 Words included in this book:
if, long, about, got, six, never, seven, eight, today, myself, much, keep, try, start,
ten, bring, drink, only, better, hold, warm, full, done, light, pick, hurt, cut, kind, fall,
carry, small, own, show, hot, far, draw, clean, open, together, shall, laugh

So what are sight words? Many of the most frequently used words in English are
difficult to sound out and instead, need to be recognized on “sight” for a child to
become a proficient reader. Sight words can be known by other names as well
including High-frequency words, Dolch words (named after Edward William
Dolch, PhD who first compiled the list in 1936),Fry words (named after Dr.
Edward B. Fry's who updated the list in 1996),Instant words, Star words and



more! The faster your child can recognize these critical words, the better, so
practice, practice, practice!

Have fun, and remember to practice, practice, practice!
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