
Latvia Riga: The Magnificent Sister Europeans
At Heart

Located in Northeastern Europe, Latvia is a country known for its picturesque
landscapes, rich cultural heritage, and stunning architecture. The capital city,
Riga, stands out as a true gem in this beautiful Baltic nation. With its unique blend
of old-world charm and modern influences, Riga has rightfully earned its
reputation as one of Europe's finest destinations.

Stepping foot into Riga is like entering a fairy tale. The city's enchanting
atmosphere, complemented by its magnificent architecture and cobblestone
streets, instantly transports visitors back in time. From medieval towers to art
nouveau facades, Riga's architectural wonders make it a dream destination for
history enthusiasts and photography lovers.

One of the most iconic landmarks in Riga is its stunning Old Town, a UNESCO
World Heritage site. The narrow winding streets of the Old Town are adorned with
charming cafes, boutique shops, and picturesque squares. Strolling through this
medieval district, visitors can explore the beautiful Riga Castle, the Gothic-style
St. Peter's Church, and the impressive Riga Cathedral.
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For a panoramic view of the city, a visit to the St. Peter's Church tower is a must.
From its observation deck, visitors can marvel at the city's skyline and capture
breathtaking photos of the majestic Daugava River that gracefully flows through
the heart of Riga.

As dusk falls, the city's vibrant nightlife comes to life. Riga offers a bustling and
diverse entertainment scene, with trendy bars, clubs, and live music venues
scattered throughout the city. Whether you're looking to dance the night away or
enjoy a cozy evening at a laid-back pub, Riga has something for everyone.

While Riga may be known for its historic charm, it is also a city that thrives on
modernity. The city boasts a thriving contemporary art scene, with numerous
galleries and exhibitions showcasing the works of talented Latvian artists. The
Latvian National Museum of Art is a must-visit for art enthusiasts, housing an
impressive collection of both classical and contemporary artworks.

Furthermore, Riga is also a city that takes pride in its culinary traditions. The local
cuisine is a delightful fusion of flavors, drawing influences from neighboring
countries such as Russia, Germany, and Poland. Foodies can indulge in hearty
dishes like grey peas with bacon, caraway cheese, and mouthwatering Latvian
pastries.

For nature lovers, Riga is just a stone's throw away from breathtaking natural
landscapes. The Gauja National Park, located a short drive from the city, offers
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ample opportunities for hiking, cycling, and exploring Latvia's untouched
wilderness. The park is home to stunning caves, ancient castles, and
breathtaking viewpoints that will leave visitors in awe.

Another must-visit attraction near Riga is the beautiful coastal town of Jurmala.
Known for its pristine sandy beaches, Jurmala offers a relaxing escape from the
hustle and bustle of city life. With its charming wooden architecture and
therapeutic mineral waters, it's no wonder the town has become a popular retreat
for locals and tourists alike.

, Riga is undoubtedly a magnificent sister European city that captivates visitors
with its rich history, architectural wonders, and vibrant cultural scene. From
exploring the enchanting cobblestone streets of the Old Town to immersing
oneself in the thriving contemporary art scene, there is no shortage of
experiences to be had in this Latvian gem. So, pack your bags and embark on a
journey to Latvia Riga – the heart of Europe!
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What Europe is and what it should be is often the subject of passionate debate. A
unique concept whereby several nations are brought together under a humane,
democratic system? The strongest economy in the world? A patchwork of
different cultures? A tolerant home for freethinkers and the persecuted?

For Christa Klickermann, a 58-year-old native of Salzburg who now lives in
Hamburg, Europe is, above all, somewhere she can call her own extended home.
A loveable continent and a great place to live; a place of myriad cultures that
shapes and inspires her in her daily life as a woman, mother and entrepreneur in
the midst of life. A place so dear to her heart that she has decided to take a fresh
look at Europe and, since 2012, has spent her time journeying across its borders.
With a great deal of empathy and openness, she sets out to discover Europe’s
people, their culture and their modern, everyday lives up close. Riga, the
charming capital of Latvia, was the thirteenth capital on her journey.

Praise for Europeans at heart:

Interview with Deutsche Welle TV:
“After reading this book, you will find it impossible not to fall in love with Europe.”

Schekker, the German Government’s online portal for young people:
“This collection of accounts delivers a brief but brilliant glimpse into life in
Europe’s incredibly diverse countries, as well as lots of useful information and
fabulous pictures that will fill you to the brim with wanderlust. Having taken a
literary voyage through the continent via the pages of this book, I can definitely
say that I am European at heart. What about you?”

Polen-pl.eu, online Polish culture portal:
“‘The one language that we all understand, and which closely connects all of us
Europeans, is the language of the heart: the desire to understand, to empathise,



to laugh and find out more about one another.’ And that, according to Christa
Klickermann, is the key to living together in harmony. With her book, the author
hopes to inspire us and imbue us with a sense of confidence about Europe’s
future, and she more than succeeds in doing both. Her approach is so effective in
fact that as a reader you feel tempted to take leave and embark on your own
European journey of exploration.”
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