
Jethro Tull's Heavy Horses: An In-Depth
Exploration of a Landmark Album

When it comes to progressive rock, few bands have left as huge of an impact as
Jethro Tull. With a career spanning over five decades, Ian Anderson and his
bandmates have continuously pushed the boundaries of rock music, delivering a
unique sound that blends elements of folk, jazz, classical, and blues. Among their
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illustrious discography, one album stands out as a true masterpiece – Heavy
Horses.

The Birth of Heavy Horses

In 1978, Jethro Tull released Heavy Horses, their 11th studio album. It marked a
departure from their previous folk-rock sound and embraced a more hard rock
and heavy metal sonic palette. The album's central theme revolves around the
decline of the traditional way of living in the English countryside due to the rise of
modern industrialization.
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Heavy Horses opens with the anthemic title track, which sets the tone for the rest
of the album. Ian Anderson's distinctive vocals soar over Martin Barre's blistering
guitar work, creating a powerful and captivating musical experience.

Exploring the Tracks

The album showcases a well-crafted selection of songs, each telling a unique
story. "Acres Wild" delves into the struggles faced by farmers trying to adapt to an
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ever-changing world, while "No Lullaby" discusses the dangers of modern
technology and its effect on society.

One standout track is "Moths," which juxtaposes nature's delicate creatures
against the might of machines, captivating listeners with its melancholic beauty.
The haunting lyrics and intricate instrumentation make it a true gem in Jethro
Tull's repertoire.

The Legacy and Impact

Heavy Horses was met with critical acclaim upon its release and solidified Jethro
Tull's reputation as one of the pioneering progressive rock bands of all time. It
spawned numerous successful tours and remains a fan-favorite to this day.

The album not only showcased Jethro Tull's musical versatility but also
highlighted their deep understanding of societal issues. Its timeless themes still
resonate with listeners, making it an enduring piece of art that transcends the
confines of its era.

Jethro Tull's Heavy Horses is a remarkable album that deserves recognition for
its musical prowess and thought-provoking themes. With its beautiful
compositions and powerful storytelling, it stands as a testament to the band's
talent and legacy.

Whether you're a dedicated Jethro Tull fan or someone looking to explore the
depths of progressive rock, Heavy Horses is an essential addition to any music
library. Its lasting impact continues to inspire and captivate music lovers around
the world.
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By 1978, the landscape of pop music had changed considerably since Jethro
Tull’s earlier hit albums Aqualung (1971) and Thick As A Brick (1972). Punk, disco
and new wave were in and progressive rock’s heyday was over. Despite all of
this, during the year of the band’s tenth anniversary, a cohesive line-up of Jethro
Tull worked happily together to release the successful studio album, Heavy
Horses. In this book, author Laura Shenton MA LLCM DipRSL offers an in-depth
perspective on Heavy Horses from a range of angles including how the album
came to be, how it was presented and received at the time (live as well as on
record),and what it means in terms of Jethro Tull’s legacy today.
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