
Insiders And Outsiders On The National
Character Since 1770: Analyzing the Role of
Inclusion and Exclusion in Shaping Societies
In every society, there exists a complex dynamic between insiders and outsiders -
those who are considered part of the national character and those who are
perceived as being excluded. The concept of national character refers to the
collective identity, values, and qualities that are attributed to a particular nation.
Since 1770, this relationship between insiders and outsiders has played a
significant role in shaping societies around the world, influencing their cultural,
social, and political landscapes.

The Historical Context: Insiders, Outsiders, and the Formation of
National Identity

In the aftermath of the American Revolution and the French Revolution, the 18th
century witnessed an increased interest in defining national identity. The idea of
being an insider or outsider gained prominence as societies grappled with the
concept of citizenship and membership. This period saw a rising trend of
exclusionary practices, as nation-states sought to establish a sense of unity and
homogeneity.

Within this discourse, race, ethnicity, and religion became significant markers that
determined one's insider or outsider status. For example, during the early years
of the United States, African Americans were considered outsiders due to the
institution of slavery, while European immigrants faced discrimination and
exclusion, despite their eventual assimilation into American society.
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Immigration and the “Other”: Shifting Dynamics in the 19th and 20th
Centuries

The waves of immigration in the 19th and 20th centuries brought forth new
challenges and opportunities for societies, presenting an evolving understanding
of insiders and outsiders. The United States, for instance, witnessed an influx of
immigrants from Europe seeking economic opportunities and refuge from political
turmoil. While these immigrants were initially regarded as outsiders, their
contributions to American society eventually led to a reevaluation of national
identity.

Similarly, the notion of the "other" became prevalent as nations encountered
individuals from different cultures and backgrounds. This concept transcended
race and ethnicity and extended to include individuals with different ideologies,
sexual orientations, and gender identities. These marginalized groups continue to
face societal prejudices, reflecting the ongoing struggle to redefine the
boundaries of national character.
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Insiders and Outsiders in the Contemporary Era: Diversity,
Inclusion, and Globalization

The 21st century has witnessed a significant shift in the understanding of national
character, as concepts of diversity and inclusion gain prominence. Globalization
has played a crucial role in connecting societies and fostering cultural exchange,
leading to a more inclusive approach towards insiders and outsiders.
Multiculturalism and pluralism have become central tenets of many nations,
challenging traditional notions of national identity.

However, while progress has been made, challenges and tensions persist in
navigating the complexities of insiders and outsiders. Societies face the dilemma
of preserving their cultural heritage while embracing diversity and integration.
Debates surrounding immigration policies, cultural appropriation, and national
security further underscore the constant negotiation between insiders and
outsiders in contemporary societies.

The Future of Insiders and Outsiders: Building Inclusive Societies

As we navigate the future, it is imperative to recognize the importance of
inclusivity in building thriving societies. Embracing the diversity and contributions
of individuals from all walks of life can enrich national character and foster social
cohesion. By challenging our preconceived notions of insiders and outsiders, we
can create a more equitable and inclusive world where every individual feels
valued and accepted.

, the relationship between insiders and outsiders has played a significant role in
shaping societies since 1770. From exclusionary practices to a more inclusive
approach, the concept of national character has evolved over time.
Understanding and actively addressing the dynamics between insiders and



outsiders is crucial in building societies that celebrate diversity and promote
equality.

Related:

Exploring the Impact of Immigration on National Identity

Cultural Assimilation vs Cultural Preservation: Striking a
Balance
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US General Douglas MacArthur, on the Australians fighting on the Kokoda Track,
1942: “Operations reports show that progress on the trail is NOT repeat NOT
satisfactory.”

To which Major-General A.S. Allen drafted this reply: “If you think you can do any
better come up and bloody try.”
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Is there an Australian national character? What are its distinguishing features?
Over the years, how have insiders and outsiders summed up this country and its
people, and how have Australians responded to outside criticism?

In The Australians, John Hirst gathers together the key assessments of the
national character, on topics as diverse as sport, war, mateship, humour, put-
downs, suburbia and going native. There is celebration and criticism. There is
humour and insight. There is the difference between what Australians think of
themselves and what they are really like.

Contributors include Winston Churchill, Ned Kelly, Tim Flannery, Henry Lawson,
Peter Cosgrove, Germaine Greer, Charles Darwin, Charles Dickens, Captain
James Cook, David Malouf, Mark Twain, H.G. Wells, Patrick White, Oscar Wilde
and Tim Winton.

“This is the most democratic place I have ever been in. And the more I see of
democracy, the more I dislike it.”—D.H. Lawrence
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10 Mind-Blowing Events That Take Place In
Space
Welcome to the fascinating world of outer space, where unimaginable
events unfold and capture our wildest imagination. From breathtaking
supernovas to...

The Astonishing Beauty of Lanes Alexandra
Kui: Exploring the Enigmatic World of an
Extraordinary Artist
When it comes to capturing the essence of beauty and emotion through
art, few artists can match the extraordinary talent of Lanes Alexandra Kui.
With her unique style,...

Unlock the Secrets of Riding with a Twist Of
The Wrist
Are you a motorcycle enthusiast? Do you dream of being able to ride with
skill, precision, and confidence? Look no further, as we are about to
reveal the key...

The Ultimate Guide to An Epic Adventure: Our
Enchanting Journey to the Jubilee
Are you ready for a truly mesmerizing and unforgettable experience?
Join us on a journey like no other as we take you through our thrilling trip
to the Jubilee, an...
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The Last Great Revolution: A Transformation
That Shaped the Future
Throughout history, numerous revolutions have rocked the world, altering
the course of societies and leaving an indelible mark on humanity. From
the American Revolution to the...

The Cinder Eyed Cats: Uncovering the
Mysteries of Eric Rohmann's Enchanting World
Have you ever come across a book that takes you on a magical journey,
leaving you spellbound with its captivating illustrations and intriguing
storyline? Well, look no...

Discover the Ultimate Spiritual Solution to
Human Degeneration and Renew the World
from Evil!
In today's fast-paced, modern world, it seems that human degeneration
and the presence of evil continue to spread, wreaking havoc on our
mental, emotional, and...
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