
How The National Security Council
Transformed The American Way Of War
The National Security Council (NSC) has played a vital role in shaping American
military strategy and policy since its establishment in 1947. Over the years, this
powerful body has undergone various transformations, shaping the way the
United States conducts its war efforts. From the Cold War era to modern-day
conflicts, the NSC has left an indelible mark on the American way of war.

At its core, the NSC is designed to advise the President on matters related to
national security and foreign policy. Its primary function is to integrate defense,
intelligence, and diplomatic efforts to ensure a coherent and effective response to
threats both at home and abroad. Through strategic planning, coordination, and
decision-making, the NSC has significantly influenced the American approach to
warfare.

The Cold War: A Catalyst for Change

The onset of the Cold War brought about a significant shift in American military
thinking. As the Soviet Union emerged as a formidable adversary, the NSC
identified the need for a more comprehensive strategy to contain Soviet influence
worldwide. This led to the creation of the policy of containment, which aimed to
prevent the spread of communism through both military and non-military means.
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Under the guidance of the NSC, the United States embarked on a series of
military interventions and proxy wars around the world. From the Korean War to
the Vietnam War, the NSC's influence was evident in the decision-making
process. The concept of limited warfare, where the United States avoided direct
confrontation with the Soviet Union to prevent a nuclear conflict, became a
fundamental aspect of American military strategy.

Post-Cold War Era: Adapting to New Threats

With the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, the NSC faced the challenge of adapting
to a new global landscape. As the sole superpower, the United States had to
reassess its approach to warfare. The NSC played a crucial role in orchestrating
military interventions in the Balkans, the Middle East, and Afghanistan.

The emergence of transnational threats, such as terrorism, cyber warfare, and
nuclear proliferation, required a shift from traditional state-based warfare. The
NSC recognized the need for a more agile and flexible military, capable of
responding to these evolving challenges. This led to the development of special
operations forces and increased reliance on intelligence gathering and covert
operations.
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Modern-Day Warfare: The NSC's Influence

In the 21st century, the NSC continues to shape the American way of war. With
the advent of new technologies and the rise of non-state actors, the NSC faces
unique challenges in ensuring national security. Cybersecurity, autonomous
weapons systems, and information warfare pose unprecedented threats that
require innovative approaches.

The NSC has also been at the forefront of discussions on counterterrorism and
the use of drones for targeted killings. Balancing national security interests with
civil liberties and international legal norms remains a complex task for the NSC
and policymakers.

The Future of the NSC

As the United States faces new and emerging threats, the NSC will continue to
play a critical role in shaping the American way of war. Its ability to adapt and
respond to evolving challenges will determine the effectiveness of American
military strategy.

With increasing globalization and interconnectivity, the NSC's role in international
cooperation and alliance-building is becoming more important than ever. As the
world becomes more multipolar, the NSC must navigate complex relationships
with rising powers and global competitors.

,

The National Security Council has transformed the American way of war
throughout history. From its role in the Cold War to its adaptation in the post-Cold
War era, and its impact on modern warfare, the NSC has shaped American
military strategy in profound ways.



However, the NSC's influence is not without controversy. Critics argue that it
concentrates too much power in the hands of a few individuals and bypasses
democratic processes. Balancing the need for effective national security with
transparency and accountability will remain a challenge for the NSC.

Nevertheless, the NSC's role in integrating defense, intelligence, and diplomatic
efforts cannot be understated. Its ability to facilitate coordination and decision-
making at the highest levels of government has contributed to the United States'
ability to protect its national interests and respond to threats.
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“The NSC, part star chamber, part gladiator arena, and part Game of Thrones
drama is expertly revealed to us in the pages of Gans’ primer on Washington
power.” — Kurt Campbell, Chairman of the Asia Group, LLC

Since its founding more than seventy years ago, the National Security Council
has exerted more influence on the president’s foreign policy decisions—and on
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the nation’s conflicts abroad—than any other institution or individual. And yet,
until the explosive Trump presidency, few Americans could even name a member.

“A must-read for anyone interested in how Washington really works” (Ivo H.
Daalder),White House Warriors finally reveals how the NSC evolved from a
handful of administrative clerks to, as one recent commander-in-chief called
them, the president’s “personal band of warriors.”

When Congress originally created the National Security Council in 1947, it was
intended to better coordinate foreign policy after World War II. Nearly an
afterthought, a small administrative staff was established to help keep its papers
moving. President Kennedy was, as John Gans documents, the first to make
what became known as the NSC staff his own, selectively hiring bright young
aides to do his bidding during the disastrous Bay of Pigs operation, the fraught
Cuban Missile Crisis, and the deepening Vietnam War.

Despite Kennedy’s death and the tragic outcome of some of his decision, the
NSC staff endured. President Richard Nixon handed the staff’s reigns solely to
Henry Kissinger, who, given his controlling instincts, micromanaged its work on
Vietnam. In the 1980s, President Ronald Reagan’s NSC was cast into turmoil by
overreaching staff members who, led by Oliver North, nearly brought down a
presidency in the Iran-Contra scandal. Later, when President George W. Bush’s
administration was bitterly divided by the Iraq War, his NSC staff stepped forward
to write a plan for the Surge in Iraq.

Juxtaposing extensive archival research with new interviews, Gans demonstrates
that knowing the NSC staff’s history and its war stories is the only way to truly
understand American foreign policy. As this essential account builds to the swift
removals of advisors General Michael Flynn and Steve Bannon in 2017, we see



the staff’s influence in President Donald Trump’s still chaotic administration and
come to understand the role it might play in its aftermath.

A revelatory history written with riveting DC insider detail, White House Warriors
traces the path that has led us to an era of American aggression abroad,
debilitating fights within the government, and whispers about a deep state
conspiring against the public.
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