
How Politics Has Turned The Sports World
Upside Down
The intersection between politics and sports has always been a topic of interest,
but in recent years, the influence of politics on the sports world has taken center
stage. In this article, we will explore how politics has turned the sports world
upside down, examining the impact it has had on athletes, leagues, and fans
alike.

The Rise of Athlete Activism

One of the major ways politics has affected the sports world is through the rise of
athlete activism. Athletes have increasingly used their platforms to express their
political views and advocate for social change. This trend gained significant
momentum in 2016 when NFL quarterback Colin Kaepernick famously took a
knee during the national anthem to protest racial injustice and police brutality.
Kaepernick's protest sparked a nationwide debate and set the stage for other
athletes to follow suit.

Since then, athletes from various sports have taken a stand on a wide range of
political issues, including racial equality, gender discrimination, and climate
change. From wearing protest T-shirts during warm-ups to sharing their opinions
on social media, athletes are utilizing their influence to draw attention to important
causes. This newfound activism has sparked both support and backlash from
fans and has forced sports leagues to grapple with how to respond.
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The Impact on Sports Leagues

The injection of politics into the sports world has placed leagues in a challenging
position. On one hand, they must grapple with the potential backlash from fans
who may disagree with the political views expressed by their athletes. On the
other hand, they are faced with the responsibility of supporting their athletes'
rights to freedom of speech and expression.

Sports leagues have been forced to navigate these waters delicately, often
walking a fine line between maintaining the neutrality of the sport and allowing
their athletes to voice their opinions. This has resulted in various responses from
different leagues, with some endorsing athlete activism and others discouraging
it.

For example, the NBA has embraced athlete activism, with players being
encouraged to speak out on social justice issues. In contrast, the NFL initially
faced criticism for its handling of Colin Kaepernick's protest, but has since taken
steps to support player initiatives and promote community involvement.

The Impact on Fans
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Politics entering the sports world has not only divided leagues but has also
divided fans. Watching sports used to be a way for people to escape the
complexities of the world and band together in support of their favorite teams.
Now, the political views expressed by athletes have sparked heated debates
among fans, sometimes even overshadowing the games themselves.

Fans who disagree with their favorite athletes' political views may feel conflicted
about supporting them, and some may even boycott games or cancel their
season tickets. On the other hand, fans who align with the athletes' views may
become more invested in their teams, seeing them as beacons of hope and
agents of change.

Furthermore, the polarization of fans has extended beyond the stadium and into
the online realm. Social media platforms have become battlegrounds for political
discussions, often filled with vitriolic exchanges between supporters and
detractors. It has become increasingly difficult for fans to separate the sports they
love from the politics they may disagree with.

The Evolution of Sports Sponsorship

As politics continues to play a significant role in the sports world, sponsors have
also had to adapt. Companies that associate themselves with sports teams or
athletes must carefully consider the potential impact of political controversies on
their brand image.

In some cases, sponsors have pulled their support from athletes who express
controversial political views, fearing the backlash it may bring to their brand. On
the other hand, there have been instances where companies have publicly
expressed solidarity with athletes' activism, aligning themselves with their social



causes to enhance their own image and appeal to a socially conscious consumer
base.

The influence of politics on the sports world cannot be denied. By expressing
their political views and taking a stand on important issues, athletes have turned
the sports world upside down. Leagues and fans have been forced to confront
their own beliefs and navigate through the complexities of incorporating politics
into the games they love.

This intersection between politics and sports is likely to continue evolving, as
athletes become even more vocal in their activism and leagues grapple with the
consequences. The sports world is no longer just about the game; it has become
a platform for social change, with politics as an integral part of the playing field.
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“Enlightening” essays on athletes, activism, and the important role sports plays in
our society (Publishers Weekly).
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Sportscaster Howard Cosell dubbed it “rule number one of the jockocracy”: sports
and politics just don’t mix. But in truth, some of our most important debates about
class, race, religion, sex, and the raw quest for political power are played out both
on and off the field. From the NFL lockout and the role of soccer in the Arab
Spring to the Penn State sexual abuse scandals and Tim Tebow’s on-field
genuflections, this timely and hard-hitting new book from the “conscience of
American sports writing” offers new insights and analysis of headline-grabbing
sports controversies (The Washington Post).
 
It explores the shady side of the NCAA; the explosive 2011 MLB All-Star Game;
and why the Dodgers crashed and burned. It covers the fascinating struggles of
gay and lesbian athletes to gain acceptance, female athletes to be more than sex
symbols, and athletes everywhere to assert their collective bargaining rights as
union members. Dave Zirin also illustrates the ways that athletes are once again
using their exalted platforms to speak out and reclaim sports from the corporate
interests that have taken it hostage. In Game Over, he cheers the victories—but
also reflects on how far we have yet to go.
 
“A book that no thinking sports fan can afford to miss.” —Jonathan Mahler, author
of Ladies and Gentlemen, The Bronx Is Burning
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