
How Digital Capitalism Is Extracting Data
Controlling Our Lives And Taking Over
In the digital age, our lives have become increasingly intertwined with technology.
From the moment we wake up to the time we go to bed, we are surrounded by
devices that collect data about us. This data is the lifeblood of digital capitalism,
fueling the growth and dominance of tech giants such as Google, Facebook, and
Amazon.

But what exactly is digital capitalism, and how is it extracting data and exerting
control over our lives? In this article, we will explore the insidious ways in which
digital capitalism operates, and its impact on society as a whole.

At its core, digital capitalism is an economic and social system that is driven by
the accumulation and exploitation of data. Companies gather vast amounts of
data from users who willingly share their personal information, browsing habits,
and preferences. This data is then used to create targeted advertisements, shape
consumer behavior, and influence decision-making.
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One of the key ways in which digital capitalism extracts data is through the use of
cookies. These small files are placed on our devices when we visit websites,
enabling companies to track our online activities and collect information about our
interests. While cookies may seem harmless, they allow companies to create
extensive and detailed profiles of individuals, making it easier to manipulate their
behavior and preferences.

The data collected by tech giants is not only used for advertising purposes but
also for more sinister motives. By analyzing our data, these companies gain a
deep understanding of our likes, dislikes, and vulnerabilities. They can then use
this information to manipulate our emotions, opinions, and choices. This has been
evident in recent political events, where targeted advertisements and social
media campaigns have been used to influence elections and sway public opinion.

Another concerning aspect of digital capitalism is the growing trend of
surveillance capitalism. This refers to the practice of collecting and analyzing
personal data to predict and control human behavior. Surveillance capitalism
relies on constant monitoring and data collection, offering unprecedented insights
into the lives of individuals. This data is then used to shape society, undermine
privacy, and exert control over individuals and communities.

The impact of digital capitalism extends far beyond just data extraction and
control. It also perpetuates economic inequalities and exacerbates existing power
imbalances. Tech giants have become some of the wealthiest and most powerful
companies in the world, accumulating vast amounts of wealth and influence. This
concentration of power allows them to shape the digital landscape, stifle
competition, and control access to information.
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Furthermore, digital capitalism often leaves marginalized communities behind.
Those without access to technology or who lack digital literacy skills are at a
disadvantage in today's digital economy. This contributes to the growing digital
divide, where certain groups are excluded from the benefits and opportunities
offered by technology.

So, how can we begin to address the issues associated with digital capitalism
and protect our privacy and autonomy?

First and foremost, raising awareness about the ways in which our data is being
extracted and used is crucial. Understanding the extent of digital capitalism's
influence is the first step in taking back control over our lives. By being mindful of
the information we share and the platforms we use, we can begin to reclaim our
privacy and autonomy.

Regulation and legislation also play a key role in curbing the power of tech giants
and ensuring data protection. Governments around the world need to establish
robust privacy laws that place limits on data collection, provide transparency, and
empower individuals to make informed choices about their data. Additionally,
antitrust measures can be implemented to prevent monopolistic practices and
promote fair competition.

Lastly, promoting digital literacy and ensuring equal access to technology is
essential in bridging the digital divide. By equipping individuals with the necessary
skills and resources, we can empower marginalized communities and mitigate the
negative effects of digital capitalism.

, digital capitalism has emerged as a dominant force in our lives, extracting data
and exerting control over individuals and communities. It is imperative that we
become aware of the implications of this system and take steps to protect our



privacy and autonomy. Through raising awareness, implementing proper
regulation, and promoting digital literacy, we can strive towards a more equitable
and just digital future.
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Who benefits from smart technology? Whose interests are served when we trade
our personal data for convenience and connectivity?

Smart technology is everywhere: smart umbrellas that light up when rain is in the
forecast; smart cars that relieve drivers of the drudgery of driving; smart
toothbrushes that send your dental hygiene details to the cloud. Nothing is safe
from smartification. In Too Smart, Jathan Sadowski looks at the proliferation of
smart stuff in our lives and asks whether the tradeoff—exchanging our personal
data for convenience and connectivity—is worth it. Who benefits from smart
technology?

Sadowski explains how data, once the purview of researchers and policy wonks,
has become a form of capital. Smart technology, he argues, is driven by the dual
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imperatives of digital capitalism: extracting data from, and expanding control over,
everything and everybody. He looks at three domains colonized by smart
technologies' collection and control systems: the smart self, the smart home, and
the smart city. The smart self involves more than self-tracking of steps walked
and calories burned; it raises questions about what others do with our data and
how they direct our behavior—whether or not we want them to. The smart home
collects data about our habits that offer business a window into our domestic
spaces. And the smart city, where these systems have space to grow, offers
military-grade surveillance capabilities to local authorities.

Technology gets smart from our data. We may enjoy the conveniences we get in
return (the refrigerator says we're out of milk!),but, Sadowski argues, smart
technology advances the interests of corporate technocratic power—and will
continue to do so unless we demand oversight and ownership of our data.
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