
Heroes Lost: Remembering the Test and First
Class Cricketers Killed in World War Two

The Second World War, a dark period in human history, claimed the lives of
millions of brave men and women who fought for their countries. Among those
who made the ultimate sacrifice were some of the world's finest cricketers,
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individuals who not only excelled on the cricket field but displayed remarkable
courage on the battleground.

Gone too Soon: Cricket's Fallen Heroes

As war clouds loomed over the world in the late 1930s, several cricketers from
various nations heeded the call to serve their countries. These were professionals
who had entertained millions with their cricketing prowess and had earned the
admiration of fans and fellow players alike.
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During the war, many cricketers enlisted and joined the military, serving in various
branches and capacities. They fought valiantly, alongside their comrades, hoping
to restore peace and freedom to their nations. Unfortunately, many of them never
returned from the battlefields.

Remembering Their Legacy
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It is important to remember and honor these cricketers who sacrificed their
promising careers and lives for a greater cause. Not only were they talented
athletes, but they were also true heroes who displayed unwavering bravery and
selflessness.

One such example is Percy Chapman, the talented English cricketer who
captained the national team during the 1930 Ashes. Chapman joined the Royal
Air Force (RAF) and tragically lost his life in 1940 during a bombing raid in
England.

Another hero lost was Hedley Verity, an exceptional left-arm spinner who
represented England in 40 Test matches. Verity joined the British Army and
fought in various operations, including the critical Battle of Monte Cassino in Italy.
He sustained severe injuries during the conflict and later succumbed to his
wounds, leaving the cricketing world mourning the loss of a true legend.

As we delve deeper into the individual stories of these fallen cricketers, we realize
that their achievements on the cricket field pale in comparison to their courage
and sacrifice during the war. Each one had their own remarkable journey and
unique contributions to both cricket and their military forces.

Cricket's Legacy of Sacrifice

The impact of the Second World War on cricket was profound. Countless careers
were cut short, and the sport lost some of its brightest stars. The war disrupted
international cricket, and several prominent tournaments and series were put on
hold.

Despite the hardships, cricket played a pivotal role during the war. Matches were
organized to raise funds for the war efforts, providing much-needed relief to
soldiers and civilians alike. Cricketers, both active and retired, also volunteered



for charity matches, entertaining the masses and keeping spirits high in dark
times.

While the war claimed numerous lives, it also showcased the camaraderie and
resilience of cricketers. Players from opposing teams forged friendships on the
battlefield, their shared love for the sport transcending the conflicts around them.

A Lasting Tribute

To this day, we remember these fallen cricketers and the sacrifices they made.
Memorials and commemorative events are held around the world to honor their
memory and to remind future generations of the price of freedom.

We pay tribute to the likes of Keith Miller, the legendary Australian cricketer who
served in the Royal Australian Air Force and flew dangerous missions during the
war. Miller survived the conflict and went on to achieve remarkable success in
cricket, becoming one of the sport's all-time greats.

As we remember and honor the cricketers lost during World War Two, let us
never forget their heroism, their love for the game, and their unwavering
dedication to their countries. Their sacrifice serves as a poignant reminder of the
true essence of courage and the profound impact of war on the sporting world.

May their legacy live on forever.
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The outbreak of the Second World War came towards the closing stages of the
1939 cricket season. Hitler permitted us almost to complete an exceptionally
interesting season, Sir Home Gordon, wrote in the Cricketer magazine, When
shall we see the stumps pitched again?As the West Indies touring team canceled
their last five matches and sailed home before the U-boat threat developed, the
treasures at Lords, including the Ashes, were sent to a secret location for
safekeeping. The Marylebone Cricket Club cancelled its tour to India - England
played under the MCC banner then.During the ensuing conflict twelve test
cricketers (five English, two South Africans, one Australian and one New
Zealander) perished together with 130 first class players. In this superbly
researched sequel to Final Wicket, covering cricketing fatalities during The Great
War, this book reveals each mans career details, including cricketing statistics,
and the circumstances of death. There is also a brief history of the game during
the War. Arguably the period between the two world wars was the golden age of
cricket, and this book honors those who made it so only to die serving their
countries in a different way.
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