
Exploring the Untold Story: Indians And
Empires On Mid Atlantic Frontier 1700-1763
Discover the fascinating history of Indians and empires on the mid-Atlantic
frontier between 1700 and 1763 in this captivating article. Unveil the unknown
tales of struggle, conflict, and coexistence that shaped the region and left an
indelible imprint on the pages of American history.

The mid-Atlantic region of North America witnessed a pivotal era from 1700 to
1763 when indigenous tribes and European colonial powers clashed, forming
alliances, and transformed the landscape forever. This article delves into the
complex dynamics and interactions between various Indian tribes and empires,
shedding light on the forgotten chapters of this historical epoch.

Background of the Mid Atlantic Frontier

The mid-Atlantic frontier during the 18th century was a mosaic of indigenous
tribes, including the Iroquois Confederacy, Lenape, Shawnee, Susquehannock,
and many others. Their ancestral lands spanned across present-day
Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and parts of Virginia.
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Simultaneously, European powers such as the Dutch, English, French, and
Spanish were vying for control of this resource-rich region, in pursuit of trade,
land, and power. The events unfolding on this frontier would shape the future
course of the American continent.

Indigenous Tribes and Their Complex Alliances

The Iroquois Confederacy, consisting of the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga,
Cayuga, and Seneca nations, held immense influence on the mid-Atlantic frontier.
They skillfully negotiated alliances with European powers to bolster their position
and protect their interests.

However, not all tribes aligned themselves with the Iroquois. The Lenape, also
known as the Delaware Indians, formed alliances with both the Iroquois and the
European colonizers, adapting their strategies to navigate through the ever-
changing political landscape.

Other tribes, like the Shawnee and Susquehannock, faced immense pressures
due to encroachment from European settlements. Their attempts to resist
colonization often resulted in violent conflicts, as they fiercely defended their
ancestral lands and way of life.

European Powers and their Competing Interests

European colonial powers sought to establish dominance over the mid-Atlantic
frontier to exploit its abundant resources and secure lucrative trade routes. The
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Dutch and the English engaged in fierce competition during the early colonial
period.

Eventually, the English prevailed, assuming control over the region and
establishing the colonies of New York, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. Their
influence brought significant changes to the indigenous way of life, as they
attempted to assimilate or displace the native populations.

Clashes and Conflicts: French and Indian War

The French and Indian War (1754-1763) was a defining conflict of this era,
ultimately shaping the course of the North American continent. The war pitted
French forces, supported by their Native American allies, against the British
Empire and their Indian allies.

Both sides sought control over the rich Ohio River Valley, a critical trade route that
held immense strategic importance. Native American tribes found themselves
caught in the crossfire, forced to choose sides as the conflict unfolded.

The war ended in British victory, with the Treaty of Paris in 1763 ceding French
territories to the British Empire. However, the impact on indigenous tribes was
profound, as they were further marginalized and subjected to increased
encroachments on their lands by the victorious British colonists.

Legacy of the Mid Atlantic Frontier

The period between 1700 and 1763 left an enduring legacy on the mid-Atlantic
region, its indigenous inhabitants, and the European powers involved. The
conflicts and alliances forged during this era shaped the trajectory of American
history.



Furthermore, the struggle for control over the mid-Atlantic frontier laid the
groundwork for future conflicts. The seeds of discord sown during this time
eventually led to the American Revolution, as the colonists fought against British
oppression, drawing inspiration from the resistance strategies employed by
indigenous tribes.

The history of Indians and empires on the mid-Atlantic frontier from 1700 to 1763
is an intriguing and often overlooked chapter in American history. Exploring the
complex interactions and struggles between indigenous tribes and European
powers provides a deeper understanding of the forces that shaped the region.

As we delve into these forgotten stories, we unveil the resilience and strength
exhibited by native populations in the face of colonization and encroachment. It is
through understanding these untold tales that we can truly appreciate the
contributions, sacrifices, and heritage of the indigenous peoples who once
flourished on this mid-Atlantic frontier.
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Examining interactions between native Americans and whites in eighteenth-
century Pennsylvania, Jane Merritt traces the emergence of race as the defining
difference between these neighbors on the frontier.

Before 1755, Indian and white communities in Pennsylvania shared a certain
amount of interdependence. They traded skills and resources and found a
common enemy in the colonial authorities, including the powerful Six Nations,
who attempted to control them and the land they inhabited. Using innovative
research in German Moravian records, among other sources, Merritt explores the
cultural practices, social needs, gender dynamics, economic exigencies, and
political forces that brought native Americans and Euramericans together in the
first half of the eighteenth century.

But as Merritt demonstrates, the tolerance and even cooperation that once
marked relations between Indians and whites collapsed during the Seven Years'
War. By the 1760s, as the white population increased, a stronger, nationalist
identity emerged among both white and Indian populations, each calling for new
territorial and political boundaries to separate their communities. Differences
between Indians and whites--whether political, economic, social, religious, or
ethnic--became increasingly characterized in racial terms, and the resulting
animosity left an enduring legacy in Pennsylvania's colonial history.
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