
Exploring the Intricacies of Modelling,
Analysis, and Control of Networked
Dynamical Systems
Networked dynamical systems have become an integral part of our modern
world. From power grids and transportation networks to social media platforms
and robotic systems, these interconnected systems play a crucial role in our day-
to-day lives. Understanding their intricacies and developing effective control
strategies are essential for ensuring their optimal performance and reliability.

Modelling Networked Dynamical Systems

The foundation of analysing and controlling networked dynamical systems lies in
developing accurate models that capture the complex nature of these
interconnected systems. Modelling these systems involves considering the
individual dynamics of each node in the network as well as the interactions and
feedback loops between them.

One commonly used approach is to employ graph theory, which represents the
network as a collection of nodes and edges. Each node represents a dynamical
system, while the edges depict the interactions between them. By studying the
dynamics of each individual node and the interactions between them, researchers
can gain insights into the overall behaviour of the networked system.
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Another important aspect of modelling networked dynamical systems is capturing
the time-varying nature of these systems. Many real-world networks experience
changes in their structure and dynamics over time. This requires the development
of dynamic models that can capture the evolving nature of the network, allowing
for accurate predictions and effective control strategies.

Analysing Networked Dynamical Systems

After developing accurate models, the next step is to analyse the dynamics and
properties of networked systems. This analysis aims to gain a comprehensive
understanding of how changes in individual nodes or network structure affect the
overall behaviour of the system.

One common approach to analysing networked dynamical systems is through
stability analysis. Stability analysis examines how small perturbations in the initial
conditions or system parameters can affect the stability and convergence
properties of the system. This analysis provides valuable insights into the
robustness and reliability of networked systems.
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Another aspect of analysis is studying the synchronization properties of
networked dynamical systems. Synchronization refers to the phenomenon where
the dynamics of nodes in a network tend to converge and align with each other.
Understanding the conditions under which synchronization occurs can lead to the
development of efficient control strategies to enhance the system's performance.

Control of Networked Dynamical Systems

Controlling networked dynamical systems is essential for achieving desired
system behavior and ensuring stability. Effective control strategies can improve
the performance of these systems, enhance their resilience to external
disturbances, and enable the realization of complex functionalities.

One common control approach is feedback control, where the system's output or
states are measured and used to adjust its inputs or parameters. This feedback
loop enables the system to adapt to changes and maintain stability. However,
designing effective feedback control strategies for networked systems can be
challenging due to their interconnected nature and the presence of feedback
loops.

Another control strategy is decentralized control, where each node in the network
makes decisions based on local information without requiring a centralized
control authority. Decentralized control strategies can be more efficient and
scalable for large-scale networked systems, as they reduce the computational
burden and improve the system's resilience to failures.

Optimization-based control strategies are also commonly employed for networked
dynamical systems. These strategies aim to find the optimal control inputs or
parameters that minimize a specific cost function, such as energy consumption or
system response time. Optimization-based control allows for the trade-off



between multiple system objectives and can lead to more efficient and
sustainable system designs.

Modelling, analysis, and control of networked dynamical systems are crucial for
understanding the complex interactions and behaviors of interconnected systems
in our modern world. By developing accurate models, conducting comprehensive
analysis, and designing effective control strategies, researchers can enhance the
performance, reliability, and resilience of networked systems. This field of study
offers tremendous potential for advancements in various applications,
contributing to a more connected and efficient future.
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This monograph provides a comprehensive exploration of new tools for
modelling, analysis, and control of networked dynamical systems. Expanding on
the authors’ previous work, this volume highlights how local exchange of
information and cooperation among neighboring agents can lead to emergent
global behaviors in a given networked dynamical system.
Divided into four sections, the first part of the book begins with some
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preliminaries and the general networked dynamical model that is used throughout
the rest of the book. The second part focuses on synchronization of networked
dynamical systems, synchronization with non-expansive dynamics, periodic
solutions of networked dynamical systems, and modulus consensus of
cooperative-antagonistic networks. In the third section, the authors solve control
problems with input constraint, large delays, and heterogeneous dynamics. The
final section of the book is devoted to applications, studying control problems of
spacecraft formation flying, multi-robot rendezvous, and energy resource
coordination of power networks.
Modelling, Analysis, and Control of Networked Dynamical Systems will appeal to
researchers and graduate students interested in control theory and its
applications, particularly those working in networked control systems, multi-agent
systems, and cyber-physical systems. This volume can also be used in advanced
undergraduate and graduate courses on networked control systems and multi-
agent systems. 
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