
Explore the Delicious Diversity of Chicago:
Uncover the City's Visions and Revisions as
You Walk Along

Chicago, the Windy City, has a captivating charm that enchants its visitors. The
city boasts a rich history, a vibrant culture, and a stunning architectural diversity.
Walking through the streets of Chicago not only allows you to explore the city's
iconic landmarks but also experience its ever-evolving landscape.

The Magnificent Mile: Where History Meets Modernity

As you begin your walk in Chicago, head towards the Magnificent Mile. This
bustling stretch of Michigan Avenue is a shopaholic's paradise, offering a
multitude of flagship stores, luxury boutiques, and renowned department stores.
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Stroll past the historic Water Tower, a surviving monument from the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871. Admire the beautifully preserved Gothic Revival structure,
which now serves as a prominent art exhibition space.
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Further down the Magnificent Mile, you'll encounter the iconic Tribune Tower. This
neo-Gothic masterpiece showcases a collection of stones from significant
historical sites around the world, including the Great Wall of China and the
Parthenon in Athens. Stand in awe of the tower's majestic architecture before
continuing your journey.

Chicago Riverwalk: A Modern Oasis

As you venture west along the Chicago River, prepare to be amazed by the
stunning beauty of the Chicago Riverwalk. This recently revitalized promenade
offers a breathtaking view of the city's architecture, with skyscrapers towering
above the serene water. Stop by one of the riverside cafes or bars, grab a
refreshing drink, and soak in the vibrant atmosphere.
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Continue your walk along the Riverwalk, and you'll eventually reach the iconic
Navy Pier. This entertainment mecca is a hub of excitement, featuring everything
from amusement park rides to live performance venues. Take a ride on the Ferris
wheel for a panoramic view of Chicago's breathtaking skyline, or catch a
Shakespearean play at the Chicago Shakespeare Theater.

Millennium Park: Where Art Meets Nature
Head south from the Navy Pier, and you'll find yourself in Millennium Park – a
true oasis in the heart of the city. Admire the famous Cloud Gate sculpture,
affectionately known as "The Bean," which reflects the magnificent Chicago
skyline in its polished stainless-steel surface. Explore the Lurie Garden, an urban
paradise that showcases native plant species in a picturesque setting.

The Jay Pritzker Pavilion, an architectural marvel, offers a unique outdoor concert
experience. Sit back, relax, and enjoy the melodious tunes of renowned
musicians as you immerse yourself in the park's peaceful surroundings.

Chicago's Neighborhoods: A Tapestry of Cultures

While exploring Chicago, don't forget to venture beyond the downtown area and
experience the vibrant cultures of the city's diverse neighborhoods. Head to the
historic Pilsen neighborhood, known for its colorful murals and vibrant Latino
culture. Indulge in authentic Mexican cuisine as you immerse yourself in the
artistic energy of this community.

If you're a fan of jazz and blues, a visit to the South Side neighborhood of
Bronzeville is a must. This historic African-American community has been home
to legends such as Louis Armstrong and Ella Fitzgerald. Dive into the rich musical
heritage of the neighborhood by visiting local jazz clubs and blues lounges.



: Discover the Soul of Chicago as You Walk Along

Chicago's diversity and ever-changing landscape make it a city that begs to be
explored on foot. From the bustling Magnificent Mile to the tranquil beauty of
Millennium Park, each step you take unveils a different facet of this captivating
metropolis.

So, put on your walking shoes, embrace the energy of the city, and immerse
yourself in the visions and revisions of Chicago. Let the sights, sounds, and
flavors guide you as you uncover the soul of this remarkable city.
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“Chicago is a tale of two cities,” headlines declare. This narrative has been
gaining steam alongside reports of growing economic divisions and diverging
outlooks on the future of the city. Yet to keen observers of the Second City, this is
nothing new. Those who truly know Chicago know that for decades—even
centuries—the city has been defined by duality, possibly since the Great Fire
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scorched a visible line between the rubble and the saved. For writers like Alex
Kotlowitz, the contradictions are what make Chicago. And it is these
contradictions that form the heart of Never a City So Real.

The book is a tour of the people of Chicago, those who have been Kotlowitz’s
guide into this city’s – and by inference, this country’s – heart.  Chicago, after all,
is America’s city. Kotlowitz introduces us to the owner of a West Side soul food
restaurant who believes in second chances,  a steelworker turned history teacher,
the “Diego Rivera of the projects,” and the lawyers and defendants who populate
Chicago’s Criminal Courts Building.  These empathic, intimate stories chronicle
the city’s soul, its lifeblood.

This new edition features a new afterword from the author, which examines the
state of the city today as seen from the double-paned windows of a pawnshop.
Ultimately, Never a City So Real is a love letter to Chicago, a place that Kotlowitz
describes as “a place that can tie me up in knots but a place that has been my
muse, my friend, my joy.”
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