
Easing Border Construction And Long Arming
Tips For Scrap Quilts
Are you a quilting enthusiast looking for tips to enhance your scrap quilt projects?
Well, you've come to the right place! In this article, we will explore techniques for
easing border construction and long arming scrap quilts. Whether you're a
beginner or an experienced quilter, these tips will help you create beautiful and
professional-looking scrap quilts.

Easing Border Construction

The border of a scrap quilt is an essential component that adds the finishing
touch to your project. However, border construction can sometimes be
challenging, especially when dealing with a variety of fabric scraps. Here are
some tips to make the process easier:

1. Measure Accurately

Before adding the borders to your quilt, it's crucial to measure accurately. Use a
reliable measuring tool to ensure precise measurements for the length and width
of your quilt top. This step is essential for achieving a well-fitting and symmetrical
border.
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2. Select a Unifying Fabric

Since scrap quilts often feature an assortment of fabrics, selecting a unifying
fabric for your border can help tie everything together. Choose a fabric that
complements the colors and patterns used in your quilt top. This will create a
cohesive look and add a polished finish to your project.

3. Strips and Sashing

Consider using strips or sashing to separate your border from the quilt top. This
technique adds visual interest and enhances the overall design. You can
experiment with different widths and colors to create unique effects. Strips also
help camouflage any inconsistencies that may arise from working with various
scrap fabric sizes.

4. Preparing and Pinning

Before sewing the border onto your quilt, it's beneficial to prepare the fabric strips
in advance. Press them to remove any wrinkles or creases and align the edges
precisely. Pin the border onto the main quilt top, ensuring that the corners match
perfectly. Take your time during this step to achieve accurate results.

5. Mitring the Corners

Mitring the corners of your quilt border adds a professional touch and helps
create crisp and clean edges. This technique involves sewing the border strips at
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a 45-degree angle, ensuring a seamless join at the corners. Practice this
technique on scrap fabric before attempting it on your quilt to gain confidence.

Long Arming Tips for Scrap Quilts

Once you have successfully constructed your scrap quilt top, it's time to move on
to the long arm quilting phase. Long arm quilting machines allow you to
effortlessly quilt larger projects. Here are some tips to help you achieve excellent
results:

1. Basting Your Quilt

Basting your quilt before using a long arm quilting machine is crucial. This step
involves temporarily securing the three layers of the quilt - the top, batting, and
backing - together. Basting prevents shifting and ensures a smooth quilting
process. You can use safety pins or an adhesive spray to baste your quilt layers.

2. Starting in the Center

When using a long arm quilting machine, it's recommended to start quilting from
the center of the quilt. By working outward, you can distribute any fullness or
puckering more evenly. This technique helps avoid any potential distortion or
irregularities in the overall quilted design.

3. Practice Free Motion Quilting

Free motion quilting allows you to create intricate and unique designs on your
quilt. Before attempting it on your scrap quilt, take the time to practice on scrap
fabric. This technique requires some skill and control, so don't hesitate to start
with simpler patterns and gradually progress to more complex ones.

4. Quilting Density



Consider the density of your quilt design when long arming a scrap quilt. Higher
density quilting, such as closely spaced lines or intricate motifs, can help stabilize
the varied fabric scraps and minimize any potential shifting. However, be mindful
not to over-quilt, as it can make the quilt stiff and less cuddly.

5. Binding the Quilt

After completing the long arm quilting, it's time to bind your scrap quilt. Choose a
fabric that complements the overall design and carefully attach it to the edges of
the quilt. The binding adds the final touch, frames the quilt, and ensures
durability.

By following these tips for easing border construction and long arming scrap
quilts, you'll be able to create stunning and professional-looking projects.
Remember to embrace experimentation and enjoy the creative process. Happy
quilting!
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There are bunches of sewing procedures that each quilter should dominate, ten
of those techniques are on essentially every accomplished quilter's 'should know'
list.

At the point when you're simply beginning it very well maybe not be difficult to feel
overpowered in huge numbers of terms and strategies, you'll experience with
your first blanket. Disarray can be compounded by the numerous ways of
achieving each blanket-making task. Be sure that you'll find which knitting
techniques turn out best for you as you become more experienced, however
becoming familiar with the must-realize abilities will assist you with sewing
precise blankets on your absolute first attempt.
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