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While the New Testament provides a wealth of information about the life,
teachings, and miracles of Jesus Christ, there are also accounts of his existence
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found within various texts outside of the biblical canon. These accounts, often
overlooked or lesser-known, offer intriguing insights and additional perspectives
about Jesus and his ministry. In this article, we will explore some of these
accounts and delve into their historical significance.

1. The Works of Flavius Josephus:

One of the most renowned Jewish historians of the first century is Flavius
Josephus. His works, particularly "Antiquities of the Jews" and "The Jewish War,"
contain references to Jesus and the events surrounding his crucifixion. These
accounts provide a valuable perspective from a non-Christian author, shedding
light on the context and circumstances of Jesus' life.
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2. The Testimonium Flavianum:

Within the works of Josephus, there is a controversial passage known as the
"Testimonium Flavianum" that describes Jesus as a wise man, a doer of
marvelous works, and a teacher followed by many. While some scholars debate
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its authenticity due to potential later modifications, many believe this passage
contains an original mention of Jesus by Josephus, offering independent
corroboration of his existence.

3. The Gospel of Thomas:

Discovered in 1945 in Nag Hammadi, Egypt, the Gospel of Thomas is a non-
canonical, but significant, early Christian text. It consists of sayings attributed to
Jesus, believed to offer a glimpse into the teachings of the historical Jesus. This
gospel opens new avenues for exploring alternative perspectives on Jesus'
wisdom and the contemplative aspects of his ministry.

4. The Secret Gospel of Mark:

Another intriguing find is the Secret Gospel of Mark, believed to be a
supplementary text appended to the canonical Gospel of Mark. This gospel,
referenced by Clement of Alexandria in the 2nd century, contains additional
narratives and teachings attributed to Jesus. Although its authenticity is
contested, its existence invites further examination into the diverse traditions
surrounding Jesus' life.

5. The Infancy Gospel of Thomas:

The Infancy Gospel of Thomas provides accounts of Jesus' childhood and early
miracles. While considered non-canonical, this text presents fascinating stories of
Jesus as a young boy, performing extraordinary feats and demonstrating his
divinity at an early age. These accounts contribute to our understanding of Jesus'
life before his public ministry.

6. The Talmud's References:

The Talmud, a compilation of Jewish oral law and tradition, also contains a few
mentions of Jesus. These references depict conventional Jewish opinions



concerning Jesus and his disciples, offering valuable insights into the perception
of Jesus within the broader Jewish community during his time.

:

Although the New Testament remains the primary source for information about
Jesus, these accounts from outside the Bible provide intriguing glimpses into
different viewpoints and historical contexts. They illuminate the diverse
perspectives on Jesus' life and his impact on various religious and cultural
communities. Exploring these accounts can enhance our understanding of the
historical Jesus and expand our appreciation for the complexity of his legacy.
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Bart Ehrman--the New York Times bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus and a
recognized authority on the early Christian Church--and Zlatko Plese--a foremost
authority on Christian Gnosticism--here offer a valuable compilation of over 40
ancient gospel texts and textual fragments that do not appear in the New
Testament. This comprehensive collection contains Gospels describing Jesus's
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infancy, ministry, Passion, and resurrection, and includes the controversial
manuscript discoveries of modern times, such as the Gospel of Thomas and the
most recent Gospel to be discovered, the Gospel of Judas Iscariot. Each
translation begins with a thoughtful examination of important historical, literary,
and textual issues in order to place the Gospel in its proper context. This volume
is an invaluable resource for anyone interested in early Christianity and the
deeper meanings of these apocryphal Gospels.
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