Declaration Of Independents Part 1996-2000:
The Fight Age

During the late 1990s and early 2000s, a momentous battle for innovation and
artistic freedom was taking place in the music industry. This period, which came
to be known as the "Fight Age," saw a group of independent musicians and
record labels challenging the mainstream and redefining the landscape of popular
music. The Declaration Of Independents Part 1996-2000 was the manifesto that
defined this movement and empowered countless artists to take charge of their

own destiny.

The Rise of Independent Labels

In the mid-1990s, major record labels held a stranglehold on the music industry.
They controlled the distribution channels, dictated artistic direction, and prioritized
commercial success over musical creativity. However, a wave of disillusionment
with this system was mounting among musicians who felt suffocated by the

industry's restrictions.

The rise of independent labels provided an alternative path for artists seeking
artistic freedom and the ability to connect directly with their audiences. These
labels, run by music enthusiasts rather than corporate executives, offered a
platform for diverse genres and unconventional sounds. They fostered a culture
that celebrated individuality and creativity, valuing artistic expression over

commercial viability.
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A New Sound, A New Generation

With the advent of the internet and digital technology, independent musicians
found new avenues to reach audiences worldwide. The Fight Age marked the
birth of a new generation of artists who harnessed these tools to defy industry

norms and cultivate their own fan bases.

Musicians like Radiohead, who released their groundbreaking aloum "OK
Computer" in 1997, rejected traditional record label structures and experimented
with new models of distribution. This album, propelled by its innovative sound and
thought-provoking lyrics, became a seminal work that epitomized the Fight Age

movement.

Other acts like Ani DiFranco, Sleater-Kinney, and The Magnetic Fields also
emerged as flagbearers of the independent ethos. Through self-released albums,
relentless touring, and fervent fan engagement, they challenged the gatekeepers

of the music industry, proving that success could be achieved on their own terms.

The Declaration Of Independents Part 1996-2000

In 1996, a group of independent musicians and industry insiders gathered to draft

a manifesto that defined their purpose and set out their ideals. The Declaration Of
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Independents Part 1996-2000 asserted their commitment to freedom of

expression, artistic autonomy, and the rejection of corporate control.

It declared, "We, the independent artists, declare our intent to create music that
inspires, challenges, and provokes. We reject the notion that art must be
compromised for commercial success. We aim to strip away the superficial and
connect with our audiences on a deeper level. We stand united in our belief that
music is a force that can bring people together, transcending boundaries and

creating positive change."

This declaration became a rallying cry for independent musicians, attracting
countless artists to join the movement. It became a symbol of defiance against
the mainstream music industry, empowering musicians to forge their own paths

and challenge the status quo.

The Legacy of the Fight Age

The impact of the Fight Age continues to reverberate through the music industry
today. It challenged the dominant power structures and ensured that artistic
expression was not held hostage by commercial interests alone. The independent

music scene today is a testament to the enduring legacy of this movement.

Artists such as Arcade Fire, Bon Iver, and Macklemore have built successful
careers while remaining fiercely independent. They have embraced the principles
set forth in the Declaration Of Independents Part 1996-2000 and brought their

music directly to their fans, bypassing the constraints imposed by major labels.

Moreover, the Fight Age inspired a shift in the way music is consumed. It paved
the way for the rise of streaming platforms and the democratization of music

distribution. Today, artists can release their music without traditional gatekeepers,



and listeners have access to an unprecedented range of music from around the

world.

The Declaration Of Independents Part 1996-2000 and the Fight Age marked a
turning point in the music industry. It empowered independent musicians to
reclaim control of their art and encouraged a spirit of rebellion against corporate
dominance. This movement not only changed the way music was created and
consumed but also revealed the power of collective action in fostering creative

freedom.

The legacy of this era continues to inspire countless artists today, reminding them
that they have the agency to shape their own destinies in a world that often
prioritizes commercial success over artistic integrity. The Fight Age showcased
the remarkable potential for independent artists to innovate, connect, and create

lasting change in the world of music.
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The Fight Age, the time between the UFC’s debut and the sanctioning movement.

Covers Monte Cox/Extreme Challenge, Steve Nelson/USWF, Jamie Levine/WEF,
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Paul Smith/IFC, and much more. Part 1 of the story of MMA outside the UFC told
by nearly 150 fighters, promoters, managers, and trainers including over 70 UFC

vets.

Revised edition includes more quotes, no photos
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