Creation Crisis Preaching: Ecology Theology
And The Pulpit

In the modern era, the world is facing an unprecedented ecological crisis. Climate
change, deforestation, and the extinction of species are just a few of the pressing
environmental issues that demand urgent attention. The responsibility to
safeguard the planet and its inhabitants lies not only with scientists and

policymakers but also with religious leaders.

Preaching plays a crucial role in shaping the worldview and values of
communities. It has the power to inspire, motivate, and mobilize individuals
towards collective action. Consequently, the pulpit can become a powerful

platform to address the ecological challenges we face.

The term "ecology theology" refers to the fusion of ecological concerns with
theological beliefs and principles. It recognizes that the stewardship of the Earth
is a sacred responsibility entrusted to humanity by a higher power. By
incorporating ecological themes and teachings into their sermons, preachers can

help congregations understand the divine mandate to care for creation.
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The Urgency of Creation Crisis Preaching

The ecological crisis we face is not only a scientific or political issue; it is a moral
and spiritual crisis as well. The destruction of nature and the exploitation of

natural resources reflect a profound disconnect between humanity and the world
we inhabit. Creation crisis preaching seeks to bridge this gap by emphasizing the

interconnectedness of all living beings and the need for sustainable living.

By bringing ecological concerns to the forefront of religious discourse, preachers
have the opportunity to awaken a sense of responsibility and compassion within
their congregations. They can instill a deep sense of awe and reverence for the
natural world, encouraging individuals to reevaluate their lifestyles and prioritize

the well-being of the planet.

Elements of Creation Crisis Preaching

Creation crisis preaching can take many forms, depending on the context and the
preacher's style. However, there are several key elements that can make these

sermons effective and impactful:

1. Scriptural Foundation: Drawing from the sacred texts of various religious
traditions, preachers can highlight passages that emphasize the
interconnectedness and sanctity of creation. By grounding their sermons in
spiritual teachings, they can establish a moral and theological framework for

ecological responsibility.

2. Emotional Appeal: The urgency of the ecological crisis demands an
emotional response. Preachers can use vivid descriptions, personal

anecdotes, and storytelling techniques to evoke empathy and compassion.
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By connecting with the hearts of their congregations, they can inspire action

and change.

3. Practical Application: Creation crisis preaching is not just about raising
awareness; it is about empowering individuals to make a difference in their
daily lives. Preachers can provide practical guidance on sustainable living,
such as reducing waste, conserving energy, and supporting eco-friendly
initiatives. By offering concrete steps, they can help congregations translate

their newfound awareness into tangible action.

Overcoming Challenges

Incorporating ecological themes into religious sermons can present some
challenges for preachers. It requires a deep understanding of both theological
concepts and scientific knowledge, as well as the ability to communicate complex

ideas in a relatable and accessible way.

Additionally, some may fear that discussing environmental issues from the pulpit
could be seen as political or controversial. However, creation crisis preaching is
not about promoting a particular ideology; it is about illuminating the moral
imperative to care for the Earth. By framing the discussion in terms of shared
values and collective responsibility, preachers can overcome these challenges

and foster meaningful conversations within their communities.

The Transformative Power of Creation Crisis Preaching

Creation crisis preaching has the potential to transform the way we relate to the
natural world and each other. By integrating ecological concerns into religious
teachings, preachers can inspire a shift in consciousness and behavior. They can
encourage communities to embrace sustainable practices, advocate for

environmental justice, and become stewards of the Earth.



A new theology can emerge from the pulpit—one that recognizes the
interdependence of all beings and the sacredness of creation. By engaging
congregations in meaningful conversations about ecology, preachers can help

build a better future for both humanity and the planet.
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How can we proclaim justice for God's Creation in the face of global warming?
How does fracking fit with "the earth and its fullness are the Lord's?" Creation-
Crisis Preaching works with the premise that all of Creation, including humankind,
needs to hear the Good News of Jesus' resurrection in this age in which humanity
is "crucifying" Creation. Informed by years of experience as an environmental
activist and minister, Leah Schade equips preachers to interpret the Bible through
a "green" lens, become rooted in environmental theology, and learn how to
understand their preaching context in terms of the particular political, cultural, and
biotic setting of their congregation. Creation-Crisis Preaching provides both
theoretical grounding and practical tips for preachers to create environmental

sermons that are relevant, courageous, creative, pastoral, and inspiring.
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