
Cornell Studies in Military History: Delving
into the Past
When it comes to understanding the complexities of warfare and the impact it has
on societies and nations, there is no doubt that military history plays a vital role. It
allows us to delve into the past, making sense of conflicts, strategies, and the
brave individuals who fought on the frontlines. One institution that has been at the
forefront of exploring and unraveling military history is Cornell University. Through
its renowned Cornell Studies in Military History program, it continues to shed light
on significant events, personalities, and ideas that have shaped the world we live
in today.

At Cornell University, the study of military history goes beyond mere battle
analyses or chronicles of campaigns. It incorporates a diverse range of
disciplines such as political science, sociology, psychology, and cultural studies to
create a holistic understanding of military actions and their consequences. This
interdisciplinary approach provides a comprehensive exploration of the subject,
giving researchers and students a deeper understanding of warfare's wider
context.

Uncovering Untold Stories

One of the most remarkable aspects of Cornell Studies in Military History is its
focus on uncovering untold stories. It goes beyond conventional narratives and
popular accounts to shed light on lesser-known aspects of military conflicts. This
allows scholars to gain a more nuanced perspective and challenge preconceived
notions.
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Cornell's researchers have dedicated themselves to studying lesser-known wars,
battles, and military strategies. By unearthing forgotten voices and perspectives,
they strive to present a more accurate depiction of historical events. This
approach enhances our understanding of societies, cultures, and the impact of
war on various groups.

The Role of Technology in Warfare

As technology plays an increasingly pivotal role in modern warfare, Cornell's
research and studies also delve into the relationship between technology and
military strategy. With technological advancements shaping the nature of warfare,
it is crucial to comprehend how societies adapt, the ethical implications of new
weapons systems, and the evolving dynamics of conflicts themselves.

The Cornell Studies in Military History program pays special attention to emerging
military technologies, from drones and cyber warfare to artificial intelligence.
Through meticulous examination, it seeks to inform policymakers, military
strategists, and scholars about the potential challenges and opportunities posed
by these advancements.
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Understanding the Human Experience

War is not only about strategies and tactics; it is also about human experiences.
Cornell Studies in Military History recognizes this and places significant emphasis
on understanding the psychological, social, and cultural dimensions of warfare.

Cornell's researchers dig deeper into the motivations, traumas, and triumphs of
individuals involved in military conflicts. By exploring personal narratives,
memoirs, and archival materials, they strive to give voice to those who have lived
through war. This approach helps us understand the human psyche during times
of conflict, fostering empathy and reflecting on the impact these experiences have
on individuals and societies as a whole.

Contributing to Public Discourse

While academic research is essential, engaging the public in conversations about
military history is equally vital. Cornell Studies in Military History actively
contributes to public discourse through its publications, speakers, and community
activities.

The program's publications aim to make scholarly research accessible to a
broader audience, disseminating knowledge and inviting readers to think critically
about the subject matter. Additionally, Cornell regularly hosts renowned guest
speakers who provide unique insights and perspectives, fostering an environment
of intellectual exchange and community engagement.

Preparing Future Leaders

Another vital aspect of Cornell Studies in Military History is its role in preparing
the next generation of leaders. By providing students with a comprehensive
understanding of military history, the program equips them with valuable
analytical and critical thinking skills.



Students enrolled in the program learn how to assess complex situations,
develop effective strategies, and understand the implications of military actions
within broader political, social, and cultural contexts. These skills are essential not
only for those pursuing careers in the military but also for students seeking
professions in diplomacy, international relations, academia, and government.

Cornell Studies in Military History offers an engaging and comprehensive
exploration of the complexities of warfare throughout history. By focusing on
untold stories, the impact of technology, the human experience, and public
discourse, the program continues to contribute significantly to our understanding
of military history.

As we navigate an ever-changing world, it becomes increasingly crucial to
analyze and comprehend the lessons of the past. Cornell's commitment to
promoting interdisciplinary research, engaging the public, and preparing future
leaders ensures that its Studies in Military History program remains at the
forefront of pushing boundaries and expanding our knowledge in this vital field.
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Romania's Holy War rights the widespread myth that Romania was a reluctant
member of the Axis during World War II. In correcting this fallacy, Grant T.
Harward shows that, of an estimated 300,000 Jews who perished in Romania
and Romanian-occupied Ukraine, more than 64,000 were, in fact, killed by
Romanian soldiers. Moreover, the Romanian Army conducted a brutal campaign
in German-occupied Ukraine, resulting in the deaths of thousands of Soviet
prisoners of war, partisans, and civilians. Investigating why Romanian soldiers
fought and committed such atrocities, Harward argues that strong ideology—a
cocktail of nationalism, religion, antisemitism, and anticommunism—undergirded
their motivation.

Romania's Holy War draws on official military records, wartime periodicals,
soldiers' diaries and memoirs, subsequent war crimes investigations, and recent
interviews with veterans to tell the full story. Harward integrates the Holocaust
into the narrative of military operations to show that most soldiers fully supported
the wartime dictator, General Ion Antonescu, and his regime's holy war against
"Judeo-Bolshevism." The army perpetrated mass reprisals, targeting Jews in
liberated Romanian territory; supported the deportation and concentration of
Jews in camps or ghettos in Romanian-occupied Soviet territory; and played a
key supporting role in SS efforts to exterminate Jews in German-occupied Soviet
territory.

Harward proves that Romania became Nazi Germany's most important ally in the
war against the USSR because its soldiers were highly motivated, thus
overturning much of what we thought we knew about this theater of war.
Romania's Holy War provides the first complete history of why Romanian soldiers
fought on the Eastern Front.
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