
Cleopatra Fact And Fiction - Separating Myth
from Reality
When it comes to ancient history, few figures are as intriguing and enigmatic as
Cleopatra. The last active ruler of the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, Cleopatra VII
has captured the imagination of people for centuries. Her story has been
romanticized, exaggerated, and embellished throughout time, leading to a blend
of fact and fiction that makes it challenging to separate reality from myth.

The Historian Barbara Watterson

One person who has dedicated her life to unraveling the truth behind Cleopatra's
story is Barbara Watterson. As a renowned historian and author, Watterson has
extensively researched Cleopatra, exploring both the known historical facts and
the mythical elements that have shaped her legacy.

Watterson's groundbreaking book, "Cleopatra: Fact and Fiction," provides an in-
depth analysis of Cleopatra's life and reign, separating truth from the elaborate
tales that have been woven throughout history. In this article, we will delve into
some of the key aspects covered in Watterson's work, shedding light on the real
Cleopatra beyond the popular misconceptions.
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The Mythical Cleopatra

Cleopatra, often portrayed as a seductive temptress in popular culture, is one of
the most famous women in history. However, Watterson's research reveals that
the real Cleopatra was much more than just a beautiful queen. She was a highly
intelligent and politically astute leader who navigated the complex dynamics of
her time.

Contrary to popular belief, Cleopatra was not Egyptian but of Greek and Persian
descent. Her family, the Ptolemies, were descended from one of Alexander the
Great's generals and ruled over Egypt for nearly three centuries. Cleopatra
herself spoke multiple languages and was highly educated.

Watterson's analysis dispels the notions of Cleopatra's involvement in dark magic
or witchcraft. Instead, she presents Cleopatra as a shrewd diplomat and strategist
who sought to maintain Egypt's independence in the face of powerful enemies.

Cleopatra's Relationships

One of the most enduring aspects of Cleopatra's story is her romantic
involvement with two powerful Roman leaders: Julius Caesar and Mark Antony.
Many fictional works have depicted Cleopatra as a femme fatale who used her
charm to manipulate these men for her own gain. However, Watterson argues
that Cleopatra's relationships were based on politics and alliances rather than
mere seduction.

According to historical accounts, Cleopatra formed an alliance with Julius Caesar
to protect Egypt's interests. Their relationship was not solely driven by romance
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but was a strategic move to ensure Egypt's survival amidst Roman expansionism.
Similarly, Cleopatra's involvement with Mark Antony was primarily a political
alliance aimed at securing her kingdom's stability.

The Decline and Death of Cleopatra

Another aspect that has often been embellished in the myth of Cleopatra is her
dramatic death. Popular culture has depicted Cleopatra's suicide by asp bite as a
symbol of her undying love for Mark Antony. However, Watterson's research
suggests a more nuanced and strategic approach behind her ultimate demise.

Watterson argues that Cleopatra's decision to end her life was driven not by love
but by her desire to prevent her capture and humiliation by the triumphant
Octavian (later known as Emperor Augustus). Cleopatra, being a strong-willed
and proud leader, chose to control her own destiny rather than becoming a trophy
of the conquering Romans.

Barbara Watterson's extensive research on Cleopatra offers a refreshing
perspective on the iconic queen's life and reign. By meticulously examining
historical evidence and separating fact from fiction, Watterson provides a more
accurate portrayal of Cleopatra as a formidable leader in a complex political
landscape.

Cleopatra's story continues to capture our imagination, thanks to the enduring
allure of her myth. However, it is through the diligent work of historians like
Barbara Watterson that we can distinguish between the real Cleopatra and the
fictionalized character that has been perpetuated through popular culture.

If you are interested in uncovering the fascinating life of Cleopatra and learning
about the true story behind the myths, Barbara Watterson's book, "Cleopatra:



Fact and Fiction," is a must-read. Discover the woman behind the legend and
gain a deeper understanding of one of history's most intriguing figures.
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Cleopatra is one of the greatest romantic figures in history, the queen of Egypt
whose beauty and allure is legendary. We think we know her story, but our image
of her is largely gleaned from the film starring Elizabeth Taylor or from
Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra. Shakespeare himself was inspired by
Plutarch, who was only sixteen years old when Cleopatra died. So her story was
never based purely on fact.

In the middle of the first century BC, Cleopatra caught the attention of Rome by
captivating the two most powerful Romans of the day, Julius Caesar and Mark
Antony. She outlived both and attempted to suborn a third, her mortal enemy,
Octavius Caesar, the first of the Roman Emperors. Having failed to do so she
destroyed herself.

We can tell that Cleopatra was highly intelligent and politically astute and that she
wielded great power. But Roman histories heaped opprobrium upon her.
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Cleopatra’s detractors claimed that she used her feminine wiles to entrap Caesar
and Antony. She came to symbolise the danger of female influence to the safety
of Rome – and indeed to the male-dominated world.

Plutarch observed that Cleopatra’s actual beauty was apparently not in itself so
remarkable. It was the impact of her presence that was irresistible. Cleopatra:
Fact and Fiction sheds fascinating light on the woman behind the image.

The fact that Cleopatra’s legend still burns bright today is proof of Shakespeare’s
description of her as a lady of infinite variety whom custom cannot stale.
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