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Cambrai, a small town in northern France, bears witness to one of the most
significant battles of World War 1. Known as "The Right Hook," the Battle of
Cambrai marked a turning point in the Allied offensive against the Central

Powers.
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With trench warfare dominating the Western Front, Cambrai proved to be an
exception. This historical battle introduced an innovative military strategy

centered around the use of tanks, forever changing the course of warfare.

The Battle of Cambrai

The Battle of Cambrai took place from 20th November to 7th December 1917.
The British Army, under General Julian Byng, launched a surprise attack on the
German positions. This offensive aimed to break through the Hindenburg Line

and achieve a decisive victory.

For the first time in history, tanks played a crucial role in the battle. A total of 476

tanks were deployed, paving the way for a new era of mechanized warfare. The
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British forces successfully advanced over five miles on the first day, causing

panic among the German defenders.

However, the initial success was short-lived. The German counterattacks,
combined with logistical challenges, halted the British advance. The nature of the
battle quickly transformed into a brutal back-and-forth struggle, with heavy

casualties on both sides.

The Significance of Cambrai

The Battle of Cambrai holds several significant implications in the context of
World War 1. Firstly, it showcased the potential of tanks in offensive operations.
The success of the initial tank-led assault demonstrated the need for a

reevaluation of military strategies and a shift towards mechanized warfare.

Secondly, Cambrai marked a turning point in the war as the German forces were
pushed back, away from their strategically important positions. The battle
provided a critical morale boost to the Allied forces, who had been locked in

trench warfare for years.

Furthermore, Cambrai highlighted the importance of proper coordination between
infantry, artillery, and tanks. The complexities of coordinating these different units
in battle became evident, leading to the development and refinement of combined

arms tactics.

The Legacy of Cambrai

The Battle of Cambrai left a lasting legacy. Its strategic significance and lessons
learned influenced future military operations. Tanks became an integral part of
modern warfare, paving the way for the mechanized divisions of World War 2 and

beyond.



Cambrai also highlighted the need for constant innovation in military tactics and
technologies. The battle prompted further research and development in tank

design, armor, and firepower, ultimately shaping the evolution of armored warfare.

The Battle of Cambrai stands as a pivotal moment in World War 1, where tanks
made their mark on the battlefield. It showcased the potential for mechanized
warfare, influencing military strategies for future conflicts. Cambrai will forever be
remembered as a battleground where innovation and determination clashed,

changing the course of history.
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This fully illustrated WWI battlefield guide provides essential historical context

and visitor information for exploring this site on the Western Front.

Located near the Belgian border, the French town of Cambrai was a vital supply
point for the German forces along the Hindenburg Line. It is best known for the
First Battle of Cambria, an epic tank battle which took place there in 1917.

Although the British Expeditionary Force were successful in the first day of
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combat, the tables soon turned. As on other occasions throughout the War, the

area changed hands many times.

lllustrated with then and now pictures, this book presents a detailed overview of
the battle from multiple perspectives. It then provides five walking tour itineraries
taking readers through the La Vacquerie Battlefield, Bonavis Farm, Les Rues

Vertes, Bapaume, and more.
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