
Building The New Economy: Data As Capital

The Power of Data in the Digital Age

In the digital age, data has become the most valuable asset for businesses and
governments alike. With the rapid advancement of technology, countless
amounts of data are being generated, collected, and analyzed every second. This
begs the question: how can we harness the power of data to build a new
economy where it becomes a form of capital?

Data as a Commodity

Traditionally, capital refers to financial resources, such as money or assets, that
can be invested to generate economic returns. However, with the rise of data-
driven technologies and the interconnectedness of everything in our world, data
can be seen as a new form of capital.
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Just like financial capital, data can be bought, sold, and traded. Companies that
possess large amounts of data can leverage it to gain a competitive advantage in
the market. For example, tech giants like Google and Facebook have built their
empires based on data. They collect immense amounts of user data and
monetize it by offering targeted advertising services.

Furthermore, data can be used to make informed business decisions, optimize
processes, and develop new products and services. It has the potential to
revolutionize industries, improve efficiency, and drive economic growth.

The Challenges of Data Capitalism

While data has great potential to drive economic prosperity, it also poses some
significant challenges. One of the main concerns is data privacy and security. As
data becomes more valuable, the risk of unauthorized access, theft, and misuse
increases. There is a growing need for robust data protection regulations and
cybersecurity measures to ensure the safe and responsible use of data.

Furthermore, data monopolies can emerge, where a few dominant players control
large amounts of valuable data. This concentration of power can lead to unfair
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competition and hinder innovation. Policymakers need to promote a competitive
environment that allows smaller players to access and benefit from data
resources.

Building the New Economy: Data Governance and Infrastructure

To harness the potential of data as capital, it is crucial to establish a solid
framework for data governance and infrastructure. This involves creating policies
and regulations that protect data privacy, promote fair competition, and ensure
the ethical use of data.

Additionally, investing in data infrastructure is essential. This includes developing
advanced analytics tools, improving data storage and processing capabilities, and
enhancing data connectivity. A robust data infrastructure will enable businesses
and governments to leverage data effectively and drive innovation.

The Role of Artificial Intelligence

Artificial Intelligence (AI) plays a crucial role in utilizing data as capital. AI
technologies, such as machine learning and predictive analytics, can analyze
massive amounts of data and provide valuable insights. Businesses can use
these insights to make data-driven decisions and identify new opportunities for
growth.

AI can also automate processes, optimize operations, and improve efficiency. By
combining AI with data, businesses can unlock new levels of productivity and
innovation.

Data as Capital in Action: Smart Cities

One area where data as capital is being actively pursued is in the development of
smart cities. Smart cities leverage data and technology to improve urban living



conditions, sustainability, and efficiency. They collect data from various sources,
such as sensors, IoT devices, and citizen input, to make data-driven decisions
and provide personalized services to residents.

For example, data collected from traffic sensors can be used to optimize
transportation routes, reduce congestion, and improve air quality. Energy
consumption data can help identify areas for energy efficiency improvements. By
harnessing data as capital, smart cities aim to create better living environments
for their residents.

The Future of Data Capital

As technology continues to advance and data becomes even more valuable, data
as capital will play an increasingly crucial role in shaping the new economy.
However, it is essential to address the challenges associated with data
capitalism, such as privacy concerns and monopolistic tendencies.

By establishing strong data governance policies, investing in data infrastructure,
and leveraging AI technologies, we can build a future where data drives
innovation, economic growth, and societal well-being.
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How to empower people and communities with user-centric data ownership,
transparent and accountable algorithms, and secure digital transaction systems.  

Data is now central to the economy, government, and health systems—so why
are data and the AI systems that interpret the data in the hands of so few people?
Building the New Economy calls for us to reinvent the ways that data and artificial
intelligence are used in civic and government systems. Arguing that we need to
think about data as a new type of capital, the authors show that the use of data
trusts and distributed ledgers can empower people and communities with user-
centric data ownership, transparent and accountable algorithms, machine
learning fairness principles and methodologies, and secure digital transaction
systems.  
 
It’s well known that social media generate disinformation and that mobile phone
tracking apps threaten privacy. But these same technologies may also enable the
creation of more agile systems in which power and decision-making are
distributed among stakeholders rather than concentrated in a few hands. Offering
both big ideas and detailed blueprints, the authors describe such key building
blocks as data cooperatives, tokenized funding mechanisms, and tradecoin
architecture. They also discuss technical issues, including how to build an
ecosystem of trusted data, the implementation of digital currencies, and
interoperability, and consider the evolution of computational law systems.
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