
Breath Like Water: A Captivating Dive into
Anna Jarzab's Masterpiece
When it comes to young adult fiction, Anna Jarzab knows how to deliver gripping
stories that capture readers' hearts. Her latest novel, "Breath Like Water,"
submerges us into a world of emotions, dreams, and the pursuit of greatness.

Spanning approximately 300 pages, "Breath Like Water" takes us on an
unforgettable journey following Susannah Ramos, an aspiring Olympic swimmer,
as she navigates the ups and downs of both her personal life and her relentless
pursuit of Olympic glory.

The story delves deep into the intricate and demanding world of competitive
swimming. Through Anna Jarzab's vivid and captivating descriptions, readers can
almost feel the water caress their skin as Susannah glides through the pool,
showcasing her undeniable talent and determination.
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One of the remarkable aspects of "Breath Like Water" is Jarzab's ability to
intertwine a coming-of-age story with the high-stakes world of competitive sports.
Susannah's journey transcends beyond the swimming pool, exploring themes of
identity, family dynamics, and the sacrifices one must make to achieve their
dreams.

The characters in "Breath Like Water" are beautifully crafted and multi-
dimensional. Susannah, the protagonist, is not only a talented swimmer but also
a complex individual who is forced to confront her own inner demons. Jarzab
brilliantly captures the emotional rollercoaster of adolescence as Susannah
battles fears, doubts, and the pressure to succeed.

But it's not just Susannah's character that shines. Jarzab has a gift for creating
authentic and relatable relationships between her characters. The bond between
Susannah and her coach, Aiden Harris, is both mentorship and friendship, filled
with trust and support. The love interest, Harry Matthews, adds a heartwarming
touch of romance to the story, allowing readers to root for Susannah's happiness
both in and out of the pool.

"Breath Like Water" not only portrays the physical demands of competitive
swimming, but it also delves deeply into the psychological aspects of the sport.
The pressure to succeed, the fear of failure, and the relentless pursuit of
perfection become palpable in every stroke and dive. Jarzab's profound
understanding of the sport elevates the story, uncovering the immense mental
strength required to excel in one's passion.

Additionally, Jarzab's writing is poetic and evocative. Each sentence is carefully
crafted to immerse readers in Susannah's world, evoking a whirlwind of emotions,
from exhilaration to heartache. The vivid imagery and lyrical prose transport



readers to the edge of the pool, making them feel as if they are alongside
Susannah, holding their breath during a pivotal race.

The title "Breath Like Water" perfectly encapsulates the essence of the novel.
Water becomes a metaphor throughout the story, symbolizing both strength and
vulnerability. Jarzab's attention to detail and her ability to bring this metaphorical
element to life creates an unforgettable reading experience that will leave readers
breathless.

, "Breath Like Water" is a masterpiece that showcases Anna Jarzab's exceptional
storytelling skills. From its captivating characters to the beautifully depicted world
of competitive swimming, this novel grips readers from the first page until the
triumphant end. Anna Jarzab's ability to explore the complexities of life,
relationships, and passions through prose makes "Breath Like Water" an absolute
must-read for fans of young adult fiction.
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“Expansive, romantic, and powerful.” —Gayle Forman, #1 New York Times
bestselling author of If I Stay and I Have Lost My Way
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Susannah Ramos has always loved the water. A swimmer whose early talent
made her a world champion, Susannah was poised for greatness in a sport that
demands so much of its young. But an inexplicable slowdown has put her dream
in jeopardy, and Susannah is fighting to keep her career afloat when two
important people enter her life: a new coach with a revolutionary training strategy,
and a charming fellow swimmer named Harry Matthews.

As Susannah begins her long and painful climb back to the top, her friendship
with Harry blossoms into passionate and supportive love. But Harry is facing
challenges of his own, and even as their bond draws them closer together, other
forces work to tear them apart. As she struggles to balance her needs with those
of the people who matter most to her, Susannah will learn the cost—and the
beauty—of trying to achieve something extraordinary.
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